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Mayor 0s Gr-&enson h3jvsr

The rise of the automobile brought drastic changes to the American landscape. The United States
has evolved from a nation of coherent town squares and Main Streets to miles and miles of urban
sprawl and megalopolises. Sadly, in much of the sprawl one finds a beige, monotonous sameness.
Identity has been lost in this sameness of subdivisions, strip malls and suburban office centers. In
this man-made landscape one could be anywhere and at the same time, nowhere.

Fear not. In the past two decades a rejection of suburban wastelands has swept the country. There

has been a return to urban centers and a push in suburban communities to create places of interest

that take the edge off landscapes that were designed around the automobile. The importance of
oplacemakingod has emerged to create distinct ide
being someplace. Public art, pedestrian amenities and landscaping are components in creating

strong local identities. Art breaks blandness and sameness, stimulates the local economy and cre-

ates conversations, experiences and memories. Southfield has made great strides in creating inter-

esting public spaces in the recent past.

Since 2015, with the redesign of Evergreen Road, Southfield has greatly improved the look of its
City Centre and truly created a new, distinct identity for the area. Simultaneously, the Southfield
Public Art Commission came into being followed by its fundraising arm, the Friends of Southfield
Public Arts. With the support of the City Council and the city administration, the Public Art Com-
mission took possession of the art collection from the defunct Northland Center. Thus began a ma-
jor public fundraising campaign to fuel an impressive expansion of the presence of public art in the
city. Since 2016, the Art Commission and the Friends of Public Arts have restored and placed ten
pieces from Northland, purchased a David Barr sculpture and received three sculpture donations.
Additionally, five murals have been installed, along with four corporate art installations, two works
funded by Centropolis and two by the City Centre Advisory Board. And, lest we forget, we are en-
riched by the installations of the highly unique Red Pole Park and the Boulder Garden at Carpenter
Lake. The former was funded through a Michigan Economic Development Patronicity Grant with
matching funding and the latter through the generosity of a private donor.

We are extremely proud of all that has been accomplished through this significant expansion of the
presence of public art over the past five years in our city. Additional installations are in the works.

May you enjoy and be moved by the art detailed in this comprehensive guide.

Sincerely yours,

Kenson J. Siver, Ed. D.
Mayor
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The Southfield Public At Commission was created pursuant to Ordinance No0.1630 and enact-
ed by the Southfield City Council on September 22, 2014. After an application period and candi-
date interviews, The City Council and Mayor Kenson Siver, appointed nine (9) members to the
commission in February 2015. Ordinance No. 1674 later expanded the Commission to eleven

(11) members.

The Southfield Public Arts Commission consists of eleven (11) members, six (6) of whom
are appointed by the City Council and the remaining five (5) are appointed by the Mayor,

with confirmation by the City Council. All members of the Commission are appointed on

the basis of demonstrated experience and knowledge of the arts. In addition, the
Commission includes Administrative Liaisons, the Director of Planning and Planning staff, the
City Librarian and the Parks & Recreation Director.

Foll owing the c¢closure of Southfieldds historic N
acquired fourteen (14) pieces from a collection that was headed for the auction block i these
pieces would have been lost to Southfield forever. The Mayor, City Council and Administration

did not want that to happen and secured a loan of $500,000.00 to purchase the art from the court -
appointed receiver. Fortunately, the Commission inventoried this art and made recommenda-

tions for the display of the same to the City Council. Additionally, the Commission inventoried

all art on City -owned properties including the Southfield Public Library and Donald F. Fracassi
Municipal Complex, as well as the campus of Lawrence Technological University, Centrepolis,

the Downtown Development Authority, and other corporate locations. The inventory included
photographs and narratives of each piece, thereby developing the Southfield Public Arts Guide

for public viewing.

The Southfield Public Arts Commission was established to advise the City Council on

matters affecting public art within the City. The Commission recognizes that public art

creates a unique sense of place and distinction, enjoyment and pride for all citizens,

businesses, and visitors to the City of Southfield. The goal of the Southfield Public Arts

Commi ssion is to create a stimulating environmen
age, diversity, and character through public artwork integrated in the architecture,

infrastructure, and landscape of the City.

The Southfield Public Arts Commission is self-sufficient in terms of financing public
art. Currently, it has developed the Southfield Public Arts Guide; a website; a plaque
format for labeling, identifying and discussion of each piece; maintenance guidelines;
and fundraising programs for the purchase, relocation, and placement of the art. Further,
future plans also call for the creation of public art education experiences, a City art
gallery, programs with public and private schools and universities to reinvigorate public
interest in the arts.

The Friends of Southfield Public Arts is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that supports the
goals of the Southfield Public Arts Commission. This organization is specifically tasked with
helping to fund opportunities for the solicitation, acquisition, acceptance, restoration, and place-
ment of art.

Southfield Public Arts Guide 7 4/20/2021



Southfield Public Arts Guide

Preface (continued)

The Commission has and is working on fundraising programs to finance the placement of

art in the Cityds possession. These initiatives 1in
plications. The Commission has successfully engaged the City Centre Advisory Board, the South-

field Downtown Development Authority, and local businesses and corporations in matching funds

and/or sponsorships.

Southfield Public Arts Guide  will give structure to public arts responsible planning and imple-

menting the Public Art Master Plan in Southfield, while setting forth a series of policy measures and

processes to enable the City of Southfield to fulfill its public art objectives effectively and efficient-

ly. The Southfield Public Arts Commi ssionds (SPAC)
that reflects and enhances the Cityds heritage, di
tegrated in the architecture, infrastructure, and landscape. The  Southfield Public Arts Guide  must

remain flexible and open to change as new information about existing art will be researched and

additional art pieces will be acquired. Further, the  Southfield Public Arts Guide  will help encour-

age and stimulate citizens, developers, landowners, contractors and architects to support public

displays of art for public enjoyment and aesthetics appreciation.

Further information about the Southfield Public Arts Commission is available in the
City of Southfielddés Ordinance numbers 1630 and 16

Southfield Public Arts Guide 8 4/20/2021
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Arts Commission Vision

A VISION FOR PUBLIC ARTS IN SOUTHFIELD

1. Public art is key to placemaking at the Donald F. Fracassi Southfield Municipal Campus, South-
field City Centre District, Northland site, and at other key locations throughout Southfield.
1 Placemaking is an economic development tool; creating a sense of place and enhancing
the quality of life.

2. Public art at the Municipal Campus will help create a special sense of identity for our City.
T An O6ArtWayod should continue to be developed w
lawn loop between City Hall and Evergreen Road, and continuing into the City Centre Dis-
trict

3. The City acquired many pieces of Northland art, which are in good condition and should be in-
stalled in highly visible locations on the ArtWay, at the Southfield Municipal campus, or at key lo-
cations within the future Northland development.

1 The condition of several pieces of Northland art remains uncertain and should be deter-
mined. Restoration costs should be estimated.

T As soon as possible, the Northland art should be made visible to the public. Several rec-
ommended pieces would be relatively simple and inexpensive to install.

1 Many pieces of Northland art have been installed; the Commission seeks to place the few
that remain.

4. Locations for public art should be identified in the plans for the City Center and the Northland de-
velopments.
1 Additional locations for future public art installations will continue to be identified, includ-
ing the Centrepolis.

5. Some City-owned sculptures, including City of Southfield, Falling Icarus, and Two Friends should
be relocated for better public visibility.
1 City of Southfield has been relocated and Falling Icarus has been determined to remain
where it is.

6. Art that the City of Southfield owns for which there is no suitable City installation location should
be | eased or sold with the net proceeds going to

7. Helping to educate the people of Southfield about the importance of art in their lives continues to
be a priority of the Commission.

Phase 1:

1 Help promote the importance of public art as a priority of the Commission.
1 Encourage and invigorate public interest and support of public art.

1 Advocate for diversity in public artworks.

1 Communicate public art successes, goals, activities and programs.

Southfield Public Arts Guide 9 4/20/2021
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Arts Commission Vision (continued)

Phase 2:

1 Advocate and support new opportunities for lifelong learning for residents of all ages.

1 Advocate for high quality art education programs tailored for Pre ~ -K-12, university stu-
dents and adults of all ages.

1 Develop community partnerships with private and public schools, non  -profit organiza-
tions and local businesses.

1 Promote and solicit the Artist/Art Educator Registry database to serve as a resource
for both the City and the general public.

1 Encourage Citywide school art exhibitions.

8. The Southfield public arts plan must remain flexible and open to change as new information
about existing art will be researched and additional art pieces will be acquired.

9. By adoption of the Arts Commission vision, the Southfield City Council will reinforce the
mi ssion of the Commission and the Council ds su
Southfield through art for future generations.

10. The Public Arts Commission is revitalizing its fund raising efforts. Without additional fund-
ing, progress toward realizing this vision will be slow.

11. As the Northland Art continues to be installed, the Commission must look outward for addi
tional locations for public art beyond the City Centre.

12. The Arts Commission has a long term goal to develop a City Art Gallery to showcase local
artists.

13.1dentify each piece of art through unified design and signage that at a minimum includes:
name of the piece, artist, material, date of production, and background information.

14. Use technology (i.e. PocketSites) to promote art and education.

Southfield Public Arts Guide 10 4/20/2021
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District Map

Southfield City Centre District

Municipal Parks

Downtown Development Authority District
Southfield Technology Corridor

Smart Zone A/ Centrepolis

Misc@®ocations
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City Centre/Donald F. Fracassi

Municipal Campus
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City Centre/Donald F. Fracassi Municipal Campus
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Map

City Centre/Donald F. Fracassi

Municipal Complex

The City of Southfield (Leiserowitz)
Diversity (Piet)

Falling Icarus (Hipp)

Moby Dick (McDonnell)

Gratitude (Lefkowitz)

The Leaping Gazelle (Fredericks)
Peacock Sculpture (Kraft)
OSFLDO6 Letters
Motown Mural (Perry)

Prophet (Etrog)

0Seated Female Figureo (Unknown)
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ARTIST: Melvin Leiserowitz (1925-2015)

TITLE: City of Southfield

MATERIAL: Bethlehem Steel, USA

DI MENSI ONS: Measures 180x18086x1260
CREATED: 1983

LOCATION: City Hall Front Entrance
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The piece is signed and dated 0198306 by the
owitz came to Michigan State University in 1964. In the course of a teaching career that

lasted until 1991, he influenced a generation of sculpture students. At the same time he pro-
duced a body of work that ranged in scale from very large (Orpheus at the Wharton Center

for the Performing Arts) to small relief panels of a few inches, and in media from steel, Cor -
Ten and stainless steel, to clay, plaster and concrete. This piece was purchased and erect-

ed in 1983 as part of the Cityds 25th anniywv
the Business Consortium of the Arts, this colorful artwork honors the 1,400 volunteers who
have served on City Boards & Commi ssions th
identification plague in July 2019 and was moved from behind City Hall to the front en-

trance in December 2020.
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ARTIST: John Piet (19462016)

TITLE: Diversity

MATERIAL: Steel painted primary red

DI MENSI ONS: 60x40 base, 160 tal/l
CREATED: 19767

LOCATION: Evergreen Road/North roundabout
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The cost of material installation was funded by the Southfield City Centre Advisory Board.
The Southfield City Council unanimously approved the installation of the sculpture in the
north Evergreen roundabout on September 12, 2016. The artist was a noted sculptor, re-
tired Macomb Community College art professor and 35+ year Southfield resident. Mr. Piet
and his wife donated the piece to the City and it was accepted by the City Council on July
18, 2016.
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ARTIST: William Gordon Hipp

TITLE: Falling Icarus

MATERIAL: Hammered Aluminum

DI MENSI ONS: 126 tall
CREATED: 1962 or 19867

LOCATION: Northeast corner of the Southfield Pavilion
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This piece hangs in the Southfield Pavilion. Mr. Hipp is the artist who created the windows
for Temple Beth El. Received identification plaque July 2019.
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ARTIST: Joseph Anthony McDonnell (Date of Birth: 1936)

TITLE: Moby Dick

MATERIAL: Bronze

DI MENSI ONS: 80L x 50W x H50660
CREATED: 196566

LOCATION: Library Fountain
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The artist, Mr. McDonnell, was born in 1936 in Detroit and currently lives in Seattle, Wash-
ington. He studied at University Notre Dame with post graduate work completed in Flor-
ence, Italy. He has commissioned works for Al Taubman and Bill Gates and has completed
over 100 sculptures. Recipient award as artist improving environment, Dept. of Housing
and Urban Development, 1972. Installed in library fountain in August 2019. The installation
was accompanied by a complete rework of the fountain and its interior components to
make it functioning, as well as a new walkable design with landscaping.
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ARTIST: Jay Lefkowitz

TITLE: Gratitude

MATERIAL: Powder-coated steel

DI MENSI ONS: 16060 tall, 50x60 base
CREATED: 1986

LOCATION: Evergreen Road/South roundabout
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Jay Lefkowitz, a nationally -acclaimed Southfield sculptor, created and displayed this piece
at the 4th Southfield Outdoor Sculpture Exhibition in 1986. With its soaring upward spirals

and shapes, the work expresses Southfieldbs
ly of Barbara J. Davis for her service to the city and her devotion to the arts. Installed May
26, 2016.
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ARTIST: Marshall Fredericks (1908 -1998)

TITLE: The Leaping Gazelle

MATERIAL: Bronze

DI MENSI ONS: 206806 tall, base 46460
CREATED: Original created 1935

LOCATION: City Hall main lobby (original at the Barbour Memorial Fountain
at Belle Isle)
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Gift from Hudsonds to the City of Southfiel
cated of Fredericks' sculptures, was the first commissioned work for which Marshall Fred-
ericks was paid. In 1936, the sculpture won first prize in a national competition, and as a re-
sult, Fredericks became well known as a public sculptor. The original stands atop the Levi
Barbour Memorial Fountain in the rose garden next to the Conservatory on Belle Isle. Since

the gazelle is not native to Michigan, Fredericks made four animals that are, and placed

them around the gazelle on Belle Isle. These animals are the otter, grouse, hawk and rab-

bit.
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ARTIST: Arthur Kraft (1922-1977) & Gwen Lux (1908-1987) Collaboration
TITLE: Peacock Sculpture

MATERIAL: Welded bronze rodstock and enameled copper panels; glass orb
(missing)

DI MENSI ONS: 1261 x 806h

CREATED: 1954

LOCATION: Library Entrance Circle

>
LL
—l
o
=
O
O
2
QO
O
Z
)
=
L
o
-
Z
LLI
@)
>
=
@)

Commissioned by Architect Victor Gruen for J.L. Hudson & Company in 1954. Installed in
Library entrance circle on September 20, 2018.
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