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J The Most Effective Way to Deer-Proof Your Yard
(Tiered Strategy)

{4 1. Install Physical Barriers (Most Effective & Reliable)

Deer can jump 7-8 feet, so fencing is your best defense—but only if it's done right.
. Best Fence Setup:

e Height: At least 7.5 to 8 feet

e Material: Welded wire, metal mesh, or heavy-duty deer netting

e Post spacing: 810 feet apart; posts should be stable and durable

e Bottom: Secure to the ground or bury 6" to prevent crawling underneath

e Gates: Must be latched and same height as fence

% Alternatives:

e Angled fences (45° outward tilt) can be shorter (6 ft), since deer struggle to judge
depth.

e Double fence lines (two 4 ft fences 3—4 ft apart) confuse deer and deter jumping.

¢ Invisible fencing using high-tensile wire or black polypropylene mesh can
blend in and be HOA-friendly in suburban areas.

(4 2. Use Deer-Resistant Plants
This doesn’t prevent deer completely but reduces browsing damage significantly.

e Use native or strongly scented, toxic, or fuzzy plants (see previous lists).



e Avoid deer-favorite plants like hostas, tulips, daylilies, roses, and arborvitae.

e Use deer-resistant hedges as natural barriers: e.g., boxwood, barberry (watch thorns),
inkberry holly.

{4 3. Apply Deer Repellents Regularly

These can work well if used consistently and reapplied after rain.

Best Types:

e Scent-based (e.g., predator urine, garlic, egg-based sprays): repel deer from a distance.

e Taste-based (e.g., bitter sprays): protect specific plants.

e Popular brands: Liquid Fence, Bobbex, Deer Out, Plantskydd

Reapply every 2—4 weeks or after heavy rain. Rotate formulas so deer don’t get
used to them.

{4 4. Create a Deterrent Landscape Design

Use design tactics to confuse or intimidate deer.

e Plant in tiers: place most vulnerable plants closer to the house.
e Use spiky, thorny, or fragrant plants along the edge as a deterrent barrier.
e Plant in clusters rather than rows—deer are less likely to browse through tight plantings.

e Add noise or motion: wind chimes, reflective tape, motion sprinklers (like Orbit Yard
Enforcer), or even predator decoys.

"4 5. Protect Individual Plants (Especially Young Ones)

Use:



e Cages (wire mesh or tomato cages) around young trees or shrubs
e Tree wrap or trunk guards for saplings (prevents rubbing in fall rut)

o Netting or mesh bags over bulbs and flowering plants

"4 6. Don’t Attract Them

Avoid yard habits that bring deer closer:

e Don’t feed deer (even unintentionally)
e Clean up fallen fruit, birdseed, or pet food
e Limit water features or salt licks

e Remove low-hanging tree branches they can browse

@ The Most Effective Combo:

1. 8-foot deer fence (or double 4-ft fences) on exposed sides
2. Deer-resistant plantings around yard edges

3. Repellent rotation for sensitive plants

4. Motion sprinklers in high-traffic deer zones

5. Physical guards on young or valuable trees
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