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Week 1A: Experiencing the Public Realm
Project Engagement

VIEWS

228
PARTICIPANTS

108
RESPONSES

1,859
COMMENTS

124
SUBSCRIBERS

56

1. Please rank the following characteristics by dragging and dropping their level of
importance as it relates to creating a "good public realm" (top is most important, bottom

is least important). Click to drag and drop the projects in order of priority. Please note
you must drag them to the area up top that reads "Your Top Priority" for the answers to

register.

81 Respondents

65%

63%

72%

67%

63%

64%

65%

59%

6%

53 

51 

58 

54 

51 

52 

53 

48 

5 

Rank: 2.87

Rank: 3.39

Rank: 3.59

Rank: 3.67

Rank: 4.24

Rank: 4.38

Rank: 4.91

Rank: 5.06

Rank: 8.00

Sustainablility: areas that are designed with long-term environmental

& economic factors in mind

Continuous Pedestrian Routes: sidewalk connections without gaps or

obstacles

Attractive Streets: aesthetic, maintained streets & sidewalks

Comfortable Sidewalks: roomy sidewalks with pedestrian amenities

Flexible Public Space: creative uses of public areas

Delightful Streets: offering attractions along the way to encourage

exploration

Multiple Transportation Methods: bike, pedestrian, and vehicular

traffic

Well-Utilized Public Spaces: making good use of all public spaces; no

empty public spaces

Other

2. How do you most regularly experience Southfield's public realm (check all answers that
apply)?

96 respondents 

28%

21%

18%

13%

11%

9%

0%

Streets via Personal Vehicle

Public Sidewalks via Walking

Parks - Natural Areas/Trails (Passive

Recreation)

Parks - Sports/Playground Areas (Active

Recreation)

Public Plazas/Gathering Areas (i.e. City

Centre Plaza, City Hall Green)

Public Sidewalks/Bike Paths via Bike

Streets via Public Transit
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3. How satisfied are you with Southfield's public realm overall, including parks, plazas,
natural areas, public sidewalks, streets, bike paths, etc.?

Very

Satisfied Satisfied Neutral/Unsure Unsatisfied

Very

Unsatisfied

Parks 24%

Very

Satisfied

49%

Satisfied

21%

Neutral/Unsure

6%

Unsatisfied

-

Very

Unsatisfied

Public Plazas/Gathering

Areas

11%

Very

Satisfied

49%

Satisfied

36%

Neutral/Unsure

3%

Unsatisfied

-

Very

Unsatisfied

Public Sidewalks 5%

Very

Satisfied

41%

Satisfied

25%

Neutral/Unsure

24%

Unsatisfied

6%

Very

Unsatisfied

Streets 7%

Very

Satisfied

49%

Satisfied

22%

Neutral/Unsure

18%

Unsatisfied

4%

Very

Unsatisfied

Natural Areas 21%

Very

Satisfied

46%

Satisfied

26%

Neutral/Unsure

6%

Unsatisfied

1%

Very

Unsatisfied

Bike Paths 5%

Very

Satisfied

20%

Satisfied

51%

Neutral/Unsure

21%

Unsatisfied

5%

Very

Unsatisfied

Pedestrian Lighting 1%

Very

Satisfied

23%

Satisfied

45%

Neutral/Unsure

27%

Unsatisfied

3%

Very

Unsatisfied

Street Trees 2%

Very

Satisfied

55%

Satisfied

31%

Neutral/Unsure

11%

Unsatisfied

1%

Very

Unsatisfied

Pedestrian Amenities

(Benches, trash

receptacles, etc.)

6%

Very

Satisfied

35%

Satisfied

39%

Neutral/Unsure

17%

Unsatisfied

4%

Very

Unsatisfied

Public Art 14%

Very

Satisfied

45%

Satisfied

32%

Neutral/Unsure

7%

Unsatisfied

2%

Very

Unsatisfied

Southfield Public Realm

Overall

5%

Very

Satisfied

64%

Satisfied

22%

Neutral/Unsure

7%

Unsatisfied

2%

Very

Unsatisfied

97 respondents

4. If you answered "unsatisfied" or "very unsatisfied" to any of the above, why?

public
gathering

spaces
6

evergreen
road
1

bike path
maintenance

3

public
transit

1

road diets
1

green
infrastructure

1
bike trails

1

park lighting
1

walkability
1

public art
3

crosswalks
3

air quality
1

trees
4

sustainability
1

no bike
paths

1

benches
2

street lights
1

close
sidewalk

gaps
8

bike lanes
1

widen
sidewalks

1 pedestrian
lighting

10

parks
1

northwestern
hwy pathway

1

street
lighting

5

invasive
plant

species
1

street
maintenance

9

pedestrian
safety

2

traffic
calming

2

nature
1

snow
removal

1

park
maintenance

1

trash
receptacles

3
bus shelters

1

walking
trails
1

bike paths
9

traffic safety
3

winter
recreation

1

dog waste
receptacles

1

pedestrian
amenities

5
road

maintenance
1

prioritize
vehicular

traffic
1sidewalk

maintenance
8

landscaping
2
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4. If you answered "unsatisfied" or "very unsatisfied" to any of the above, why?

5 Agree9 months ago

 3 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

We need to do more with closing gaps in pedestrian sidewalks and pathways and providing pedestrian

lighting. 

Pedestrian lighting is extremely poor. Even in the multi=million Evergreen makeover the light is cast

on the motorists with a bare minimum for the sidewalk. Travel on 9 Mile between Southfield and

Greenfield has no lighting, even though this is the most dense apartment area in the city. Sidewalk

abruptly ends, so does the shoulder at Berg and 9 mile, even though Berg is the preferred cycling

street than Telegraph. Shoulder ends at a curve, a blind intersection where cars whiz by. Crosswalks

need to be painted and identified throughout the city for cyclists and pedestrians. Beech Road has

no pedestrian safety at the crumbling bridge near 10 Mile Road. the road is almost impossible to

cycle, and it is a clean route to Carpenter Lake Park. Continue the Oak park bike trail on 9 Mile Road

through Southfield, It becomes such a marvelous gathering place at the trail head, or the exercise

gym. But a guided path on 9 would be dandy.  

Going for a walk in Southfield is something I find to be a frustrating experience, particularly with

sidewalks ending abruptly and requiring crossing of streets. This said, it is tremendously encouraging to

see the attention paid to this and other public realm questions. Making Southfield communicable on

foot or bicycle will raise the visibility of existing assets such as the Southfield Center, and could be a

value-add to existing commercial developments, making them walkable, and enhancing property values

of nearby residential neighborhoods.

I am an art lover, including most modern art. However, I have not found the latest modern art

installations appealing at all, which is very unusual for me. I just don't care for those red poles along

Northwestern. 

Too many dark spots along pedestrian walkways.

Public Sidewalks: In many places very narrow, does not accomodate 2 people walking side by side. 

Public plazas/gathering areas: Needs to be updated, easy to get to, food courts, ADA compliant, offering

public transport to get there.  

Pedestrian Lighting. We need street lights, on my block, the only light we get is when everyone turns on

porch lights.  

Trees, we are losing our trees. The forest areas, trees are dying/falling down. Trees along the curb. How

about a tree "commission". Green is the future.

I would like to see a "multi-purpose gathering place", a Plaza for public to just walk, sit, maybe music,

etc. Perhaps something like a court, with food vendors especially on for weekends. The vacant land on

northwestern corner of Civic Center/Evergreen is central location. Celebration of Holidays, periodic

activities to celebrate people, events, awards recognition etc. The Plaza should be multi purposed and

useful, no matter the season.

The need for more public creative spaces to allow people to interact or enjoy the ambience and

contribute to creating memorable experiences. 

We need to have more continuous sidewalks and better lighting. There is still a lot of work to be done

on the roads

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

Sidewalks are not shoveled in subdivision by owners. Walkers during winter have a difficult time with

snow and ice on sidewalks.

Limited bike paths-we need more safe continuous bike paths. Also, the streets in my lovely Sherwood

Village neighborhood are riddled with potholes. My street was scheduled to be fixed in the master plan

that was presented in 2016 and now there is no date for repair.

They need to be improved . The bike paths and sidewalks in many area needs improvement.

We need an art walk ,sculpture park that is able to be experienced within the area of the library, city hall

and community space. An arts center.

I think we could do a lot more with municipal green space. Less grass and more wildflower gardens. I

also think we need to focus on reforesting as much of the city as possible. The latter would help with air

quality and biodiversity. We have some great parks, but it would be amazing to find a way to connect

some of them with each other, and possibly add more, for walking or bicycling. The more "green" our

infrastructure, the more likely people will spend time outdoors and live healthier lifestyles. We also

need to deal with speeders in many neighborhoods, which tend to blow through stop signs. Even

painting lines and the word "STOP" may help, although some sort of grid/speed bump would likely work

better.

no place to sit and rest on a mile or more walk from greenfield to telegraph. 

Streets, bike paths and side walks need significant improvement

Public realm spaces and amenities could be so much better. The city in general is still very car-centric.

Overly wide streets do not favor pedestrians or bicyclists. Need more "road diets". Work with MDOT

and County Road Commission more aggressively.

More bike paths would be nice.

There needs to be less gaps with the sidewalks and more lights on these streets.

Sidewalks, streets are not maintained. Lighting is poor. Parks are barren fields.

The streets in my neighborhood are awful. Sometimes you have to drive on the wrong side of the street

to avoid potholes. The sidewalks are heaved up and often dangerous.
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1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

9 months ago

8 months ago

9 months ago

Feel very strongly that we need more pedestrian lighting. I realize it is expensive, but need to find

funding for it.

Many of the neighborhoods in the city either have no sidewalks or inconsisitent sidewalks. Some of the

subdivisions have no public lighting.

Trash cans are needed on walking paths

Bike paths need attention

Lots of streets need repair and are damaging to cars! Such as civic center drive just east of telegraph.

some of the streets need more lighting.

I believe it would be welcoming to young families to have more pedestrian lighting in our residential

areas. This would enhance safety in the neighborhoods. 

Public gathering spaces i.e. civic center, Inglenook, Beech Woods are all comparable to most any

suburban spaces.

Safe pedestrian crossings are needed on Telegraph Road.

speeding on neighborhood streets, particularly half mile streets and other connector streets, happens

throughout the city and is a bothersome and sometimes dangerous problem. Those who engage in this

behavior are unlikely to modify their behavior on their own. Various traffic calming modifications can

help in this regard. One possibility, among many others, would be the strategic installation of speed

bumps. These bumps do not have to have a significant rise to be effective and can calm traffic without

being an impediment to safe driving, snow plows, and such. Other communities have started to take up

this issue.

To few bike paths

And the bike paths we have are crumbling

I walk daily around the area I live in. Doesn't make a difference to me whether there are sidewalks or

not. Hate to have to drive to find a place to walk. The new walkway along the Northwestern service

drive next to LTU is very nice, though noisy. Prefer quiet, natural places. Go to places with friends

seems to be Carpenter Lake or Heritage Park, FH. Would love more trails developed along Valley Woods

Nature Preserve. Also wondered what's with no toboggan hills or cross country ski areas?

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

On the stretch of 12 mile at my street there are no sidewalks that connect to other sidewalks. There are

no bike lanes. There are no bus shelters. With no safe direct access I have no incentive to walk, bike or

take public transit. My area certainly isn't the only place without these amenities. It pains me to see

residents who need to use the bus standing exposed to the weather or sitting on the ground because

shelters are like endangered species. It's no wonder the buses aren't hardly used. The lack of basic

pedestrian infrastructure makes it difficult at best, and prohibitive at worst.  

Regarding street design for multi-use and beautification, Evergreen is a start. The rest of the city is left

wanting.  

Sustainable design in public space is important to me. I would like to have a better understanding of

what the city has in the works for near and long term planning.

Sidewalks need leveling, lots of uneven / heaved slabs

public sidewalks - need improvement & more continuity 

bike paths - need more 

pedestrian lighting - need more 

street trees - need way, way more 

pedestrian amenities - need more 

public art - more would be nice 

area around library is nice for walking. more areas should be like that.

many streets are awful to drive due to pot holes and patch jobs that are worn out.

The roads & sidewalks are terrible, old, and have never or minimally maintained

Bike Paths: When I have it with me, I really enjoy riding my bike. I used to ride my bike from my house

(in the northeastern part of the city) to Carpenter Lake occasionally, but the ride was kind of terrifying.

It would be great if most of the major roads had independent bike paths the way 12 Mile Road has one

(or at the very least, protected bike lanes - also, I'm excluding the Telegraph and Northwestern

Highways). This way it is easier to ride a bike as a regular mode of transportation. For recreational

riding, it would be amazing if somehow we had trails along the river and a system that connected most

or all of the city parks. 

Pedestrian Lighting - To my knowledge, my neighborhood does not have streetlights. There are

definitely none on my street (I live in Section 11). Streetlights would make the street a lot safer at night. 

Pedestrian Amenities - I don't think the major roads that surround my subdivision have sidewalks with

pedestrian amenities. Also, those major road sidewalks are not the most enjoyable to walk on - I'm

sandwiched between a major road and a fence. I think it would be helpful to have benches and/or

trash/recycling bins 1-3 times along each mile. Some kind of vegetation along the streets might make

those walks more pleasant. My neighborhood sidewalks don't have pedestrian amenities. I'm not sure

if there is room anywhere for benches, but I think trash/recycling bins would be useful (especially for

dog walkers).

The road repairs need to continue. Thete should be more continuous bike paths that are safe for

families with young children to use.
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9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

My neighborhood lacks sidewalks and has become a "cut through" for drivers, most of whom drive

excessively fast. I live in a wooded neighborhood with lots of wildlife. Many people walk and cycle here,

it is quite dangerous since the roads were fixed, (including widening). I think we need bike paths, (at

least), and more signage or crosswalks near the school bus stops. Since the Emerald Ash Borer

destroyed many of our forests, I would like to see a reforestation proposal, for city property as well as

residential. I live near Bedford Woods Park, which goes unused much of the year. It seems as though a

portion of this area could be naturalized, especially with native perennials. The more green space we

have, especially if connected, the better the opportunities for enjoying nature and improving air quality

and excessive summer heat. I also think we need a plan to deal with invasive plant species, such as

buckthorn and phragmites.

Because this is a bad survey. It shows the respondent group's nswers with one click and then no way to

change without further effort. The drag to rank order in the first question is clunky, provides minimal

equivalence between answers, and is especially difficukt on mobile. You'd do better witha focus group

next time.

Most of us travel by vehicle. Please prioritize for vehicle traffic, NOT bicycle traffic which is minimal.

Please don't narrow anymore roads, bicyclists traffic doesn't pay for road repair or grass upkeep. My

taxes and gas prices do. I want the roads in my city to be smoother for my tires and suspension

longevity please. Thank you. (Logically thinking here)

Lighting is poor in some areas

Streets/Sidewalks - The sidewalks and especially the streets in my neighborhood are terrible. My street

specifically (Lee St) is a mess, and has been deteriorating for the 8 years I've owned my house. I can

also count on one hand the number of times our street has been plowed after a snowfall in those 8

years. Our nearest sidestreet (Rutland) gets plowed but it only rarely salted, and just this past week

turned into a sheet of ice.  

Parks - The park nearest my house (Stratford Woods park) is long and narrow. For years, there were

garbage cans at either end, and one near the playset in the middle. In the last year, they have gotten rid

of two of the garbage cans, and moved the remaining one around several times. The dispensers for dog

poo bags also stay empty for weeks at a time. For both of those reasons, there is more dog poo and

trash in the park than there used to be.

Unmaintained seating and lighting at our nearest park (Lincoln Woods)as well as fallen trees and wood

chip path that isn't replenished.

I've seen few if any bike paths; the streets and sidewalks have seen a lot of improvement over recent

years (especially the streets), but there still is much to do.

Many are unacceptable and dangerous and not kept up

5. Do you generally feel safe (in terms of crime, adequate lighting, traffic safety, etc.) in
Southfield's public realm?

92 respondents 

73% Yes

13% No

11% Unsure

3% Other

6. If you answered "no", what improvements could be made to make you feel safer?

traffic safety
5

park safety
1

lighting
7

traffic
calming

1
speed
bumps

1

landscape
maintenance

1

close
sidewalk

gaps
1

crime
5

cameras
1

street
lighting

5

patroling
5

pedestrian
lighting

3

crime
prevention

1

sidewalks
1

safety
3
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6. If you answered "no", what improvements could be made to make you feel safer?

3 Agree9 months ago

3 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

9 months ago

Better lighting in residential areas 

More lighting in the neighborhoods

I would like to see more patrol for speeders (7-8:30AM and 2:30-4:30 PM during good weather in the

area of 10 Mile and Beech (particularly on Forestview Drive) as many fly through to avoid the light at 10

& Beech. Lastly, more patrol in Imperial/Crab Food restaurant parking lot Friday-Sunday.

I'd love to see the speed humps like Detroit has installed in many neighborhoods. Our streets have

become speedways. Better lighting, for certain.  

Better pedestrian lighting, possibly non-cutoff

We need cameras in the park on Webster just before Southfield. Drug activity goes in that area. It is

called Miller Park.

We need something to control speeders in some neighborhoods. The Oakland Hills Subdivision is very

beautiful, but quite treacherous without sidewalks and speeders, especially along Pierce, between

Webster and 13 mile road.

More lighting, cameras

Patrolling at night. Especially when there are large parties with large crowds. 

More neighborhood patrolling at night hours

Place streetlights in my subdivision.

better lighting in residential areas

No sidewalks or streetlights in my large subdivision (Green Dolphin). Cars ignore the one-way signs and

drive the wrong way from Telegraph into the subdivision via Garner Street. Cars drive way too fast in

the subdivision 

I generally feel very safe in Southfield. Walking just before dusk one evening in Bauervic Woods Park,

not so safe. Won't go back there again unless with a few other people. 

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

more lighting, better sidewalks, trimmed back bushes that don't overtake sidewalks, more businesses

open a bit later at night - 12 mile btwn nw hwy & telegraph. *not* more police. just more activity. think

jane jacobs/eyes on the street.

More street lighting and more police patrol would make me feel safer. My mom's car almost got stolen

out of our garage once when I was a kid.

I think I would feel safer if there was better street lighting. I would feel a lot better if there was more

adequate police patrol. I remember my mom's car almost got stolen out of our garage when I was a

kid... and my brother and I had just gone to ride our bikes around the neighborhood. I also remember

feeling unsafe just getting out of my own car in my own driveway if I came home late at night. We've

also had some mad speeding in Section 11 while 13 Mile Road was being redone last summer.

As a senior, I am always on alert and typically don't go out after dark. Where and whats incentive to go

elsewhere?

I would like for police to be more visible.  

More lighting

It is unsafe to walk in my neighborhood due to speeding vehicles. I live near Bedford Woods Park, and

the traffic along Pierce St., between Webster and 13 mile is crazy! We walk our dogs through this area

daily, and many people blow through the stop signs. 

Lighting that is functional

N/A

7. What is the thing you are or would be most excited to show out-of-town visitors within
Southfield's public realm? Please show the location on the map and/or comment. Please

also feel free to upload a photo or image to illustrate your answer.

outdoor
recreation

1
mid

century
modern

1

public art
2

parks
1

nature
trails
1

playgrounds
1

berberian
woods

2

municipal
complex

1

red pole
park

3

northwestern
hwy pathway

1
miracle

field
1

evergreen
road
1

city centre
4

ltu
2

evergreen
hills golf
course

3

southfield
pavilion

1
vacant
schools

1

inglenook
park

2

summer
activities

1

cultural
events

1 'field zone
1

bauervic
woods

1

civic center
1

southfield
public
library

10 skyline
1carpenter

lake
12

ltu stadium
1

7. What is the thing you are or would be most excited to show out-of-town visitors within
Southfield's public realm? Please show the location on the map and/or comment. Please

also feel free to upload a photo or image to illustrate your answer.
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8. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

64

2



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering
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Week 1B: Placemaking & Public Art
All comments for Week 1B: Placemaking & Public Art

new york
1southfield

public
library

1

evergreen
road

1

dallas
1

belle isle
3

carpenter
lake

1

james scott
memorial
fountain

1

barnum
park in

birmingham
1

boy and
bear

2

diversity
1

southfield
photo

contest
1

millennium
park in
chicago

1

marshall
fredericks

1

detroit
3

interactive
art
1

beverly hills
village park

1
ice tree

1

murals
2

joe louis fist
1

red pole
park

1detroit
riverfront

2
nightlife

1

dia inside
out

3

hart plaza
2

the boulders
at carpenter

lake
3

gratitude
1

kansas city
country club

plaza
1

eastern
market

4
sidewalk

maintenance
1

the bull
1

shain park
in

birmingham
1

cloud gate
3

artist village
1

europa
1

sustainability
1

berkley mi
1 mlk

monument
in d.c.

1

city centre
art
1

northland
art

2

street
maintenance

1

the spirit of
detroit

1

seattle
1cranbrook

1

gateways
1

Project Engagement

VIEWS

97
PARTICIPANTS

52
RESPONSES

1,121
COMMENTS

26
SUBSCRIBERS

38

What would make the biggest impact in Southfield regarding Placemaking? Please check
up to 5.

51 Respondents

51%

47%

45%

37%

37%

35%

33%

29%

29%

22%

20%

18%

14%

10%

2%

26 

24 

23 

19 

19 

18 

17 

15 

15 

11 

10 

9 

7 

5 

1 

Maintenance of open space and private property (landscaping, litter-

free, parking lot maintenance, etc.)

Additional gathering spaces, plazas, pocket parks, green space

Improved pedestrian connectivity & linkages

Pedestrian amenities (benches, trash cans, wayfinding signage,

shelters, etc.)

Separation of pedestrians from vehicular traffic

Public art, sculpture, or art-based activities or events

More mixed use development

More social or community events

More businesses & events gearted towards after 5:00 pm traffic

Increased security measures or sense of security

Increased technology efforts

Better public transportation

Public Restrooms

Creating more volunteer opportunities

Other
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Where is the best place for art to be installed, in your opinion? Drag and drop in order of
importance to you (top is highest priority).

42 Respondents

What kind of art is most important to you personally? Drag and drop in order of
importance to you (top is highest priority).

41 Respondents

71%

71%

79%

60%

55%

60%

60%

55%

62%

29%

85%

83%

71%

71%

63%

56%

59%

30 

30 

33 

25 

23 

25 

25 

23 

26 

12 

35 

34 

29 

29 

26 

23 

24 

Rank: 2.50

Rank: 3.50

Rank: 3.55

Rank: 4.56

Rank: 4.57

Rank: 5.20

Rank: 5.72

Rank: 5.87

Rank: 6.27

Rank: 7.08

Rank: 2.06

Rank: 2.59

Rank: 3.28

Rank: 3.52

Rank: 4.15

Rank: 5.13

Rank: 5.79

City parks

City Centre trailways

Municipal Campus

Schools

City nature preserves

Major roadways

Major developments

Neighborhoods

Businesses

Other

Art that is created by local artists

Art that has a history in Southfield or Metro Detroit area

Art that is representative of me and my community

Art that is abstract and emotive

Art that represents current and past social justice matters

Art that represents activism

Art that is literal and detailed

How do you value Public Art personally?

Not at all

important

Not very

important Neutral/unsure

Somwhat

important

Very

important

How important is

Public Art to you?

4%

Not at all

important

6%

Not very

important

15%

Neutral/unsure

35%

Somwhat

important

40%

Very

important

48 respondents

Which of the following Public Art installations within the City have you visited or seen in
person?

49 Respondents

How do you think Public Art should be funded?

49 Respondents

86%

78%

76%

67%

57%

55%

39%

33%

8%

69%

37%

35%

31%

10%

42 

38 

37 

33 

28 

27 

19 

16 

4 

34 

18 

17 

15 

5 

Boy & Bear at the Southfield Public Library

Red Pole Park in the City Centre

SFLD Letters at the Municipal Campus

Moby Dick fountain at the Southfield Public Library

Peacock at the Southfield Public Library

The Boulders at Carpenter Lake

8 Mile Obelisk

Pioneer Family II at Mary Thompson Farm

Other

Combination of above

Private Funding (i.e. private individual or corporate donors)

Grants

Endowments

Public Funding (i.e. taxpayer's dollars)
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When you think of the terms "Placemaking" and "Public Art", what are some great
examples you can think of or have experienced? This can be in Southfield, or it can be

anywhere! Upload a photo if you wish!

4 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Love the murals downtown Detroit, especially near Eastern Market. Wish we had more like these.

Hart Plaza and Eastern Market in Detroit, Chicago's Bean

"Cloud Gate" (the mirror-finished metal 'Bean' in Millennium Park in Chicago

Nightlife in areas like Royal Oak and Ferndale; border entrances that standout (seen in many cities);

cleaner streets and sidewalks

The Boy and Bear, The Inside Out Program, Dr. King monument in Washington D. C., The Spirit of

Detroit, Joe Louis Fist.

I really enjoyed the DIA's Inside/Out Placemaking program was wonderful. I also enjoy the Southfield

photo competitions.

Eastern Market and Hart Plaza in Detroit, Chicago's Millennium Park

Many great examples in the City Centre District. The Boulders At Carpenter Lake are very interesting

although not within an easily walkable distance for me (worth the drive or bike ride)

It's wonderful that some of the Northland pieces are being displayed in Southfield. The Boy and the

Bear at the library are outstanding! The more art in our city, the better.

Belle Isle ice tree.

berkely, mi's murals on buildings & detroit's.

Belle Isle, James Scott Memorial Fountain; Cranbrook, Europa and the Bull (many others there!)

Something interactive for the patrons. Chicago's "Bean" is a great example of a space to share, enjoy,

interact on a personal level and is universally interesting.

11 mile between lnkster & Franklin road

Artist Village in Northwest Detroit, Murals in Eastern Market

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Boulder Park - Carpenter Lake 

Southfield Library 

Riverfront Park - Detroit 

Shain Park - Birmingham 

Barnum Park - Birmingham 

Beverly Hills Village Park

Riverfront - Detroit 

Belle Isle 

Red Pole Park 

Carpenter Lake Boulder Park

I think it's nice to have a focal point of interest, since there is no waterfront to look at

I am an art educator so this is personal to me. I love all art. I enjoyed the DIA paintings that were

displayed publicly. I loved the photos that were on the Birney school fence. I am a huge fan of Marshall

Fredericks sculptures at the library but I am not a fan of the red poles. I was in Cuba and there was an

installation just like it in Havana. Made me think of a communist statement?

Rehoming art from Northland

Kansas City Country club plaza

Along Evergreen RD

Many large urban centers throughout the U.S., including but not limited to New York, Chicago, Dallas,

Seattle, etc.
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Please enter your home zip code. This information is important in the analysis of
responses we receive as part of our Master Plan update.

18

8



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

Please enter your contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield
2026 process and to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but

appreciated!) Please note your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any
time.

No data to display...

Week 2A: Capital Improvements/Roads
All comments for Week 2A: Capital Improvements/Roads

lahser rd
1 close

sidewalk
gaps

3

ten mile
rd
1

street
maintenance

19

sidewalk
maintenance

3

walkability
1

bike
safety

1

beech rd
1

bike
paths

1

street
lighting

2no bus
stops

1

lincoln
4

covid
restrictions

1

southfield
public
library

1

rutland
dr
1

no
sidewalks

1

696
service

dr
1

recreation
1

city centre
2 sherman

ave
1

nine mile
rd
1

home
depot

1

bus
shelters

1

traffic safety
4

central
park
plaza

1

berg rd
2

kroger
1

winchester
1

12/northwestern
1

no
apartments

1
speeding

1

inglenook
park
1

civic center
dr
2

speed
trap
1

central park
blvd

3

edgemont
1

public
transit

3the
boulders

at
carpenter

lake
1

carpenter
lake
2

salt
streets

1

american
commerce
wetlands

1

no
roundabouts

1
no bike
lanes

1pedestrian
safety

3

northland
mall
1snow

removal
1

traffic
calming

1

eduction
1

owner
occupied
housing

1
mt. vernon

3

Project Engagement

VIEWS

156
PARTICIPANTS

94
RESPONSES

1,272
COMMENTS

117
SUBSCRIBERS

39

1. How do you most often travel to, from, and around Southfield? Please rank methods
you use from most often to least often by dragging and dropping options to the area that

states, "Your Top Priority".

80 Respondents

95%

57%

36%

31%

25%

21%

76 

46 

29 

25 

20 

17 

Rank: 1.09

Rank: 2.30

Rank: 3.10

Rank: 3.28

Rank: 4.15

Rank: 5.06

Drive by myself

Walk

Bicycle

Carpool

Taxi/Uber/Lyft

Transit
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2. Thinking of your PRIMARY mode of transit: How many hours do you typically spend
traveling per day?

93 respondents 

57%

26%

9%

5%

3%

Less than one hour

One to one and a half hours

One and a half to two hours

More than two and a half hours

Two to two and a half hours

3. Other than work or home, what locations within the City of Southfield do you visit
most often? You can show on the map and/or comment location(s).

4. When thinking about travel in and around Southfield, tell us how much you agree or
disagree with the following statements.

Strongly

agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly

Disagree

Transportation spending should benefit

people who need it most

47%

Strongly

agree

35%

Agree

15%

Neutral

-

Disagree

3%

Strongly

Disagree

I live in an area that meets my overall

travel needs

33%

Strongly

agree

39%

Agree

14%

Neutral

9%

Disagree

4%

Strongly

Disagree

Travel time by car is acceptable in and

around Southfield

56%

Strongly

agree

36%

Agree

6%

Neutral

3%

Disagree

-

Strongly

Disagree

Travel time by transit is acceptable in and

around Southfield

14%

Strongly

agree

6%

Agree

66%

Neutral

5%

Disagree

9%

Strongly

Disagree

I have good travel options in my

neighborhood

17%

Strongly

agree

25%

Agree

36%

Neutral

12%

Disagree

10%

Strongly

Disagree

I am interested in and/or regularly use

public transit

4%

Strongly

agree

10%

Agree

25%

Neutral

18%

Disagree

42%

Strongly

Disagree

I would like to see more sidewalks and

bike paths

65%

Strongly

agree

18%

Agree

14%

Neutral

-

Disagree

3%

Strongly

Disagree

72 respondents

5. Thinking about travel in your neighborhood, how would you rank the importance of
the following possible transportation improvements in your community?

Extremely

important Important

Somewhat

important

Not

important

at all

Easier access to transit options 26%

Extremely

important

38%

Important

17%

Somewhat

important

20%

Not

important

at all

Improved sidewalks/trails/bike paths 69%

Extremely

important

21%

Important

6%

Somewhat

important

4%

Not

important

at all

More frequent transit service 12%

Extremely

important

35%

Important

18%

Somewhat

important

34%

Not

important

at all

More non-motorized travel options (bike

share, non-motorized scooters, etc.)

17%

Extremely

important

31%

Important

31%

Somewhat

important

22%

Not

important

at all

Other (explain in comments) 44%

Extremely

important

22%

Important

6%

Somewhat

important

28%

Not

important

at all

68 respondents

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

7 months ago

Many neighborhoods do not have sidewalks and only method is to walk in the street. We have had

close calls due to drivers not obeying speed limits or pedestrian rights

I live at 12 and nw hwy - walk fairly often but it's terrible for pedestrians. Wish it were more walkable,

esp. crossing nw hwy.

Mobility and transportation options are constrained by coronavirus contagion precautions.

Smooth pothole free roads

my street which is in burgh pointe subdivision has not sidewalks and the majority of my neighbors

agree that we do NOT want sidewalks on our street. THIS IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO ME. Improving

the sidewalks that are on the main streets such as Lahser road etc is very important. However, we do

not want sidewalks on the streets in front of our homes!!!!! I moved in my neighborhood specifically,

because it was quiet! and I would like it to remain that way!
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9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Repair the roads. Too irregular. They are terrible on the cars

I live in an entirely residential neighborhood, so it's a little hard to picture public bus stops in my

neighborhood. I could definitely picture them at the neighborhood entrances, though.

As a senior who no longer owns a car, I share a car with my spouse. Right now I have no need for any

other transportation. As I continue to age, riding anything else other than a car does not seem practicle

or possible. For younger generations, more bike paths, traffic control (reduce & enforce speed limits)

seems necessary. Especially in civic center area, drivers speed and do not respect pedestrians.

If public transit is increased there needs to be covered waiting areas. There is a bus stop on the side of

our condo. People must stand out in all of the elements. When I see this I think do we not care about

people

Need more street lighting!!

I

THE STREETS MUST BE PLOWED!

Do you seriously need us to tell you to put salt on the streets like oak park??

Would love to see more enforcement of driving speed limits

Education for walkers and bikers, especially in terms of clothing color choice near and after dark

Education regarding walking and bike riding rules of the road, especially clothing choices after dark

We walk everyday for exercise. We need more sidewalks and sidewalk repairs

Speed limit of 35 on Inkster RD is ridiculous! All other speed limits in area roads are 45 and up: this is a

speed trap!

Current options for public transportation should be more broadly publicized.

Information regarding current public transportation options should be more broadly publicized. Many

citizens are unfamiliar with current public transportation options.

Please do not add anymore bike lanes or round-abouts. Keep the roads clear.

6. What areas of concern for possible future road projects are we missing? On the map of
Southfield below, mark up to three locations where you think the City of

Southfield/Oakland County/State of Michigan (depending on road jurisdiction) should
invest in road improvements. Click to add a point, or click beginning and end points to

add a line. You can also click to include a comment with your explanation.
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7. The way we travel is changing. Which of the following travel options are you most likely
to use in 5-10 years?

61 Respondents

3 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

7 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

walking!!

Electric bike

None. I am NOT in favor of self driving cars.

Personal Car, bike

Walking or biking

Walking

Electric Car

Also would use electric bike for in the city and personal car for longer distances

Use motorized bikes in my area for shopping when car is too expensive to keep.

59%

33%

20%

18%

18%

16%

15%

13%

10%

8%

36 

20 

12 

11 

11 

10 

9 

8 

6 

5 

Self-driving/Automated Vehicle

High Speed Rail (fast commuter rail between cities)

Light rail

Subscription Car Service (long-term rental with a monthly fee)

Ride share

Multi-Modal (using various means of transportation between two

locations)

Other: (Please add your response below)

Rapid bus transit

Taxi service

Bus service

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Inkster Rd is a speed trap, 35 mph limit is ridiculous!

I would love to use light rail and high speed rail to go downtown or to Chicago, etc., but I don't think we

as a country are willing to go there. So my personal car is what I expect to use in the next 5-10 years

My car

8. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

9 21

5 11



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

9. Please enter your contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield
2026 process and to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but

appreciated!) Please note your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any
time.

No data to display...
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Week 2B: Non-Motorized Transit, Public
Transit, and Pedestrian Amenities

Project Engagement

VIEWS

104
PARTICIPANTS

53
RESPONSES

393
COMMENTS

107
SUBSCRIBERS

25

1. How important to you is pathway and trail development in Southfield in the next 5
years? Please explain your answer in the comments.

reducing
fossil fuels

1 pedestrian
safety

1

shared-use
pathways

1
crosswalks

1
no sidewalks

1

walking
trails

4
walking

1

sidewalk
maintenance

1

outdoor
recreation

2

bike path
maintenance

2 walkability
3

bike lanes
1

sustainability
1

parks
3

bikes
1

rouge river
2

healthy
living

4

traffic
calming

1

bike paths
4

sidewalks
1
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1. How important to you is pathway and trail development in Southfield in the next 5
years? Please explain your answer in the comments.

Not at all

important

Not very

important Neutral/unsure

Moderately

important

Very

important

How important to you

is trail and shared-use

pathway development

in Southfield over the

next 5 years?

4%

Not at all

important

6%

Not very

important

8%

Neutral/unsure

27%

Moderately

important

54%

Very

important

48 respondents

3 Agree9 months ago

3 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

7 months ago

I'm a cyclist and smooth bike paths are important to me.

Southfield is becoming a very walkable community, moving forward i thing there will be fewer vehicles

on the streets so we need to have pathways that are walkable and safe. 

I believe people want to get exercise outdoors and near their homes.

Currently it is very difficult to bike any distance across Southfield from one side of the city to the other

in what I consider to be a reasonably safe manner. At some point one is forced onto mile roads and

half mile roads where safety is problematic. Barring that one has to wander through circuitous and

disconnected secondary and tertiary roads. The best type of biking is dedicated or shared use trails or

pathways adjacent to roads; following that are dedicated lanes for bikes on existing roads where

barriers between paths and road lanes exist; then comes dedicated bike lanes with markings but no

barriers. Obviously space and costs for these kinds of things are major issues but they are not

insurmountable problems given the right priorities and buy-in.

I agree with the comments that Southfield should be more walkable. However, Southfield also needs to

become more bike friendly. I support the maintenance of, and increase in bike paths. But, we also need

to make our streets more bike friendly. Although biking is an important recreational tool, its importance

extends beyond being a fun activity. Biking is a form of transportation that should be supported and

encouraged through installation of dedicated, protected lanes on the street. It is also a form of exercise

that promotes the overall health of city residents. In addition to improving health, biking, when weather

permits, can help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by burning calories instead of fossil fuels.

It would be wonderful to be able to get around the city more easily by bike. It would also be amazing if

there were bike trails that connected the different parks in the city. It would be super cool if there were

public trails along the Rouge River.

If trail development interfaced with a regional trail or greenways development master plan, the

aforementioned Rouge trails, among others, could go quite a ways indeed!

It's important that the shared-use pathways that exist for pedestrians and cyclists need to be

contiguous and interconnect with others, rather than stopping and starting.

at parks yes. However, I do NOT want sidewalks on my street!

8 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Older bike paths in the city need repair, many are asphalt and have cracks and bumps that are unsafe

to ride on. Oak Park and Ferndale have redone 9 Mile road to support non-motorized transport, could

Southfield extend this?

We need more sidewalks

Walking is important to health and the community health

Southfield's on the right path (pun intended).

Keeps the parks available for walking etc and for the kids to bike

Walkable cities thrive and help cultivate healthier lifestyles.

Very

It is one of the biggest priorities - not just trail developments, which are lovely, but really updating

sidewalks & crosswalks so people can walk to local businesses (which will increasing shopping at local

businesses, increasing sustainability, and improving public health)
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2. Please select the projects that you think will most enhance trails and walkability in the
next 5-10 years (please choose up to 3).

40 Respondents

48%

35%

28%

23%

20%

18%

13%

10%

10%

8%

3%

3%

19 

14 

11 

9 

8 

7 

5 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Pedestrian connection upgrades: Civic Center Dr to Eleven Mile Rd

service drive & 12 Mile Rd south under I-696 adjacent to the Rouge

River

Retrofitting existing trails or walkable routes to be Barrier-Free

accessible

Pedestrian connection upgrades: Lathrup Trail - Greenfield Rd to City

Centre through Lathrup Village along Lincoln

Southbound NW Service Dr from Lahser to Civic Center Dr

Pedestrian pathways around the former Northland Center

South side of 9 Mile Rd from Prescott to Evergreen Rd adjacent to

Bauervic Woods Park

Pedestrian connection upgrades: Carpenter Trail - Carpenter Lake to 8

Mile Rd

East side of Beech Rd from Shiawassee to 9 Mile Rd

East side of Beech Rd from 9 Mile Rd to 10 Mile Rd

Other

Southbound M-39 (Southfield) Service Drive from Nine Mile Rd to

Cornell

Southbound NW (M-10) Service Drive from Winora to 8 Mile Rd

3. Which of the following pedestrian amenities would you like to see more of in
Southfield (choose as many as you'd like)?

46 Respondents

4. The City of Southfield currently hosts 10 bike share stations throughout the City. Have
you participated in our bike share program?

45 Respondents

If you answered "No", why aren't you interested or what has prevented you from doing
so? What would encourage you to participate?

bike safety
1

police bike
patrol

1

traffic safety
1

bike lanes
1

do not ride a
bike

2 bike owner
7

bike share
1

covid
restrictions

1
property
damage

1 bike share
proximity

3

unaware of
bike share

9

covid
1

74%

57%

52%

43%

41%

37%

30%

26%

4%

51%

42%

7%

34 

26 

24 

20 

19 

17 

14 

12 

2 

23 

19 

3 

Enhanced lighting

Street furniture (benches, trash cans, etc.)

Enhanced landscaping

Public art

Interpretive panels providing environmental, historical, or general

information on an area or property

Decorative signage/branding/wayfinding

Public restrooms

Bike share locations

Other

No, but I would like to

No, and I am not interested

Yes
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If you answered "No", why aren't you interested or what has prevented you from doing
so? What would encourage you to participate?

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

8 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

I wasn't aware of the availability.

I didn't know about it. Also, I'm not so sure about participating in bike share during COVID...

I think it is a valuable amenity for the city to offer, but I don't ride bikes.

I have my own bike.

Traffic safety is my major concern. Without safe, barrier protected, dedicated bike lanes, I'm nervous

riding my bike in the street. I also have a bike but believe it's a great idea for those who don't.

I have my own bike. Besides, I drive and walk mostly

I didn't know we had bikeshare in Southfield. Also, I'm a bit nervous about using bikeshare during

COVID.

I didn't know. But none of those locations are even close.

More police on bikes

I haven't been on a bike in years but would like to try it again this summer. 

Awareness

I wasn't aware

We have our own personal bikes.

I wasn't aware of any of them. Seems like many people didn't know - more publicity seems necessary.

Also, I don't feel confident at all right now that Southfield streets are safe for/aware of cyclists.

Was not aware of bike share options available. Nor as to where I could use them for a significant

distance to make it worthwhile.

I have my own bike. I also don't have easy access to my home for a bike share option.

Waste of resources. Communal property is routinely damaged and destroyed. Better to spend money

on resources that do not depend on the goodwill of others.

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

I have a bike

I have my own bike, so why would I need a bike share?

I don't ride a bike. Maybe in the future.

I own three bikes. I have no need for a bike share program

I didn't know about them

Not riding Bikes at this time for Health reasons. 

Germs

If interested in using the bike share program, what other locations would you like to see
stations installed?

bauervic
woods park

1

security
1ltu

1

inglenook
park

3

bike safety
1

tel-12
shopping

center
1

retail
1

northland
mall

1 dda
1

providence
hospital

1pedestrian
safety

1

restaurants
1

crosswalks
1

telegraph rd
1

southfield
public
library

1
west side

1

southfield
at&t hs

1

southfield rd
2

carpenter
lake

3

beech
woods

1

tel-ex plaza
1

fire station
no. 2

1

ibm building
1

traffic safety
1

If interested in using the bike share program, what other locations would you like to see
stations installed?
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5. Please pin or draw and label other locations in the City where you would like to see
pedestrian improvements, sidewalks, or pathways.

pedestrian
friendly

1 thirteen mile
rd
1

pedestrian
safety

3

lahser rd
1

bike paths
4

magnolia
subdivision

1

the burgh
1trash

receptacles
1

bike friendly
1

prescott st
1

bike path
maintenance

1

evergreen rd
3 walking

trails
1

nine mile rd
7

bike safety
1

street
lighting

1

pedestrian
lighting

1

rouge river
2 civic center

dr
3

lincoln rd
1

sidewalks
3

bike path
connections

1

ten mile rd
2

berg rd
1

residential
sidewalks

1

lighting
1

twelve mile
rd
3

northwestern
hwy service

dr
2

shiawassee
rd
2

businesses
1

beverly hills
1

southfield rd
3

telegraph rd
2

beech rd
3

greenfield rd
1

inskster rd
1

5. Please pin or draw and label other locations in the City where you would like to see
pedestrian improvements, sidewalks, or pathways.

6. Please pin or draw and label other locations in the City where you would like to see
public transit locations and amenities (i.e. bus shelters, benches, trash receptacles, etc.).

lincoln rd
1

trash
receptacles

2
southfield rd

1

lahser rd
1

pedestrian
amenities

1

benches
3

beech rd
1

native
plantings

1

telegraph rd
1

tel-12
shopping

center
1 sidewalks

1

lighting
2pollinator

garden
1

carpenter
lake

1

beech
woods

1

nine mile rd
1

pedestrian
safety

1

6. Please pin or draw and label other locations in the City where you would like to see
public transit locations and amenities (i.e. bus shelters, benches, trash receptacles, etc.).

7. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

5

3

10

7



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

8. Please enter your contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield
2026 process and to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but

appreciated!) Please note your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any
time.

No data to display...
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Week 3A: Southfield City Centre & LTU
Project Engagement

VIEWS

89
PARTICIPANTS

58
RESPONSES

894
COMMENTS

40
SUBSCRIBERS

38

1. How would you explain the culture of the City Centre area and LTU community to a
visitor? Choose all that apply.

58 Respondents

9 months ago

9 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

The City Centre does not feel like a city center due to the layout of Southfield as a whole. I do

appreciate the ability to walk at the Civic Center and the wonderful woods behind it but it needs to be

publicized better. 

We just moved here not quite a year ago so have made just a few observations. Perhaps next year I will

have more opinions!

53%

40%

33%

33%

29%

28%

24%

22%

22%

19%

19%

16%

2%

31 

23 

19 

19 

17 

16 

14 

13 

13 

11 

11 

9 

1 

Walkable/Pedestrian friendly

"Center of it All"

Culturally diverse

Small campus feel

Inclusive

Innovative/Technology -driven

Rich in the Arts

Reinvented suburb

Business diversity

Emphasis on Placemaking

Student athletes

Environmentally sustainable/Green Infrastructure leaders

Other (describe below)
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9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

I have lived in Southfield for six years and walked by LTU once, about five years ago. Unfortunately, to a

pedestrian passerby, a parking lot is a parking lot. One would have no indication that future

professionals are being educated here, quite effectively, to design the urban cityscapes of tomorrow!

I've lived here for six years and walked by LTU once, about five years ago. To a pedestrian passerby, a

parking lot is a parking lot. You would never know there are people being educated here, and quite well,

to design the cities of tomorrow.

I've lived here for six years, and walked by LTU once, about five years ago. To a pedestrian passerby, a

parking lot is a parking lot.

2. As the LTU community grows and the campus expands, how do you feel we can best
create a connection between its student population and existing businesses & residents?

53 Respondents

9 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

These are some great ideas!!! Mixing young and senior Southfield residents in a volunteer program

would great. If possible a bank of volunteers that all participants could draw upon when needed. For

example, a collaboration between Library, Parks and Rec, LTU and Community Heads could all work

together to design, build a network of volunteers.  

Consider planning future buildings to face outwards as future transit options permit

consider planning future buildings to face outwards

Poll the students to find out what kind of businesses, restaurants and bars they would like to visit near

campus.

64%

57%

55%

55%

49%

43%

38%

36%

34%

30%

4%

34 

30 

29 

29 

26 

23 

20 

19 

18 

16 

2 

Create a joint calendar of events highlighting both City of Southfield

and LTU community events and activities

Create additional and/or safer pedestrian/bike linkages between

campus and other areas of the City

Collaboration between LTU and various non-profits to encourage

volunteerism within the community

Create a Middle College opportunity for Southfield high school

students to attend classes on LTU's campus which would allow them to

work towards their high school diploma and college degree

simultaneously

Create a program for tutoring and mentoring of Southfield students by

LTU students

Offer LTU courses at Southfield High School for the Arts & Technology

Encourage or incentivize more mixed-use developments to increase

appeal to students

Encourage student participation on City Boards & Commissions or at

public meetings

Research additional housing options for incorporation into the City's

Zoning Ordinance which may appeal to students

Provide off-campus classrooms & labs in City Centre

Other
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3. What symbols/assets best represent the City Centre community? Choose your top 3.

52 Respondents

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

9 months ago

9 months ago

Southfield's "golden towers"

Southfield Landscape

69%

56%

46%

33%

25%

19%

8%

8%

4%

2%

2%

0%

0%

36 

29 

24 

17 

13 

10 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Southfield Public Library

Recreation: Evergreen Hills Golf Course, Miracle Field, Ice Arena,

Olympic size pool, softball fields

"Center of it All" Southfield logo

Placemaking: Red Pole Park, Eat to the Beat concerts

Arts: Design & Public Art

Architecture: International & Mid-Century Modern

Education & Science: People in labcoats

Social Justice Trailblazers: MLK (walk), Coventer's Church (Underground

RR), Freedom Seekers

Other

Technology: Gears & Electronics

Sports: Blue Devils

Automotive Design/Innovation: Model T to Electric Vehicles

Agriculture: Larro Research Farm & General Mills

4. Which of the following events from the last 30 years are representative of the City
Centre area and LTU community (choose up to 3)?

49 Respondents

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

9 months ago

New to Southfield

5. What kind of sports and sports amenities would you like to see as part of LTU? Think
types of sports as well as sports facilities and what may attract you as a spectator or

visitor to the LTU campus and beyond.

5k events
2

e-gaming
3

tracks
1

basketball
3

soccer
5

ice arena
1

exercise
stations

1

pool
3

walking
paths

1

cyclig
1

art walk
1

golf
1

cycling
3

football
2

yoga
1

frisbee golf
1

skate park
1swimming

2

ice yachting
1

tennis
1

fitness
center

2

public use
1

rollerblading
3

baseball
3

volleyball
1

increase
publicity

1

sports
1

e-sports
1

diving
1

robotics
2

cultural
diversity

1

sailing
1

76%

41%

35%

27%

22%

14%

12%

6%

4%

4%

2%

37 

20 

17 

13 

11 

7 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Eat-to-the-Beat summer concert series

Martin Luther King prayer breakfast and walk

Kimmie Horne Jazz Fest

Art installations

Ongoing art festivals (i.e. Chaldean art fest)

Biking groups (i.e. Thursday Slow Roll)

The Southfield Historical Society events (i.e. Potawatomi Nation

exhibit)

Juneteenth - commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United

States. Dating back to 1865, on June 19th

Crohns & Colitis Foundation Annual Walk

City Centre Ghost Walk

Other
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5. What kind of sports and sports amenities would you like to see as part of LTU? Think
types of sports as well as sports facilities and what may attract you as a spectator or

visitor to the LTU campus and beyond.

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Robotics and E-gaming. 

Cycling

Lighter sports amenities. Frisbee Golf, Exercising Stations, Roller blading in and around the City Centre

and LTU

5K walks, run, and hikes connecting City Centre and LTU campus

LTU has a great sports calendar now, having more sports will not attract more residents, LTU does a

great job with sports now. 

advertise events ie baseball games football games ect.

I think LTU should lead the opinion on what sports and sports amenities they would like to prioritize.

Hi Ankita. I’m one of the admins. We actually partnered with LTU on the formulation of this week’s

questions, and they are interested in knowing how the public feels about this topic. Thanks for

participating!

E sports

E sports

Rollerblading, and Soccer

Soccer

Art walk that changes every so often 

Soccer, or tennis

Outdoor basketball hoops; advertise all sports games to Southfield residents/businesses. An outdoor

skate park/rink. 

e-gaming. roller blading , golf range

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Maybe there is an opportunity to emphasize and continue to bring cultural diversity to sports with a

technological image or aspect such as but not limited to sailing, ice yachting, and cycling.

walking paths, baseball games

Not sure I totally associate Sports with LTU. 

I think there is too much competition for sports spectators for LTU to compete (local high schools, to

larger local schools, to big ten), so the best way to get people on to campus are community

participation events (5ks, bike rides, outdoor yoga, etc.) or making LTU facilities open to the public to

use (baseball fields, exercise rooms, etc. (or advertise their availability if they already are available)).

A bigger, reimagined athletic/fitness facility to house LTU athletics and offer community access as well.

Indoor/outdoor pool, indoor and outdoor running tracks, multiple basketball and volleyball courts, new

ice area(s), etc

Robotics and E-gaming.

Baseball, cycling, swimming, diving 

Baseball, swimming, diving, cycling

Basketball, Soccer, Football

Swim team, indoor pool

Indoor pool/swim team

Soccer, fitness center, indoor pool
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6. In the next five (5) to twenty-five (25) years, what thoughts should visitors have after
leaving the City Center/LTU area for the first time? Please pick your top 3.

51 Respondents

45%

43%

43%

35%

31%

24%

20%

18%

10%

2%

2%

0%

23 

22 

22 

18 

16 

12 

10 

9 

5 

1 

1 

0 

Pedestrian friendly

Diverse/inclusive

Desire to come back

Friendly/warm

Sense of community

Mixed-use

Desire to explore the surrounding area

Innovative

Cool/hip

Wonder/excitement

Office center

Other

7. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

29



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

8. If you haven't already, please enter your contact information to receive updates on our
Sustainable Southfield 2026 process and to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not
required but appreciated!) Please note your information will not be shared, and you can

opt out at any time.

No data to display...

No data to display...
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Week 3B: EverCentre
All comments for Week 3B: EverCentre

bike share
1performing

arts venue
2indoor pool

1

entertainment
venue

1

cultural
center

1

shuttle
1high rise

structures
1

go karting
1arcade

1
location

1

trampoline
park

1

police
station

1

movie
theater

1

art gallery
1

dog park
1

food
vendors

1

farmers
market

2

medical
offices

1

retail
1 destination

2

open air
market

3

parking
1

Project Engagement

VIEWS

63
PARTICIPANTS

37
RESPONSES

694
COMMENTS

17

1. What do you feel are the EverCentre's property's best assets in attracting a high-quality
development in line with the City's vision? Pick your top 3.

36 Respondents

3 Agree9 months ago

 1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

9 months ago

I agree with all of these. I would prefer to see a more cultural asset here (like a performing arts venue

or a permanent art gallery with rotating exhibits).

I agree with the idea of a performing arts venue. The city tried this some years back with a facility

on, I think, Southfield down by 9 Mile. While that did not ultimately pan out, i think a revisiting of

this idea, particularly in the developing and central city center district, might be useful. You have all

the offices, LTU, city government facilities, nearby existing high rise and recent low-rise housing,

etc. that could create a critical mass for such a center and its related programming. This could be

stand alone facility or be a part of other related developments that would share this site.

Adding a police office/mini station could incentivize retail investors.

This area is truly the centre of it all. It is the Court and center for all in Southfield. The meeting place...it

could be.  

56%

53%

39%

36%

31%

25%

19%

17%

0%

20 

19 

14 

13 

11 

9 

7 

6 

0 

Infrastructure: Central location, walkable, availability of parking, strong

electrical grid capacity

Walkability: Proximity to shared-use pathways, restaurants, and other

venues

Safe & Secure: Proximity to Police and Fire, ample lighting, low crime

Population: High daytime and student population

Things to Do: Robust Parks & Rec programming, events, public arts

presence

Foundation for new development: Financial incentives in place,

Redevelopment Ready community, nearby residential, area

development momentum

Existing employment & institutional anchors: Proximity to LTU, data

centers, Fortune 500 companies, hospitality

Proximity to Evergreen Hills Golf Course & other recreation facilities at

the Municipal Campus

Other
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2. How important would the following uses be for inclusion into a future development? In
the comments, feel free to expand on your responses.

Not at

all

valuable

Somewhat

valuable Neutral/unsure Valuable

Very

valuable

Retail uses 3%

Not at all

valuable

20%

Somewhat

valuable

17%

Neutral/unsure

40%

Valuable

20%

Very

valuable

Restaurants 3%

Not at all

valuable

11%

Somewhat

valuable

14%

Neutral/unsure

43%

Valuable

29%

Very

valuable

General or medical offices 25%

Not at all

valuable

16%

Somewhat

valuable

31%

Neutral/unsure

25%

Valuable

3%

Very

valuable

Open space 6%

Not at all

valuable

34%

Somewhat

valuable

11%

Neutral/unsure

37%

Valuable

11%

Very

valuable

Parking structures 26%

Not at all

valuable

29%

Somewhat

valuable

29%

Neutral/unsure

6%

Valuable

9%

Very

valuable

Parking lots 41%

Not at all

valuable

25%

Somewhat

valuable

22%

Neutral/unsure

12%

Valuable

-

Very

valuable

On-street parking (with or

without meters)

26%

Not at all

valuable

29%

Somewhat

valuable

18%

Neutral/unsure

21%

Valuable

6%

Very

valuable

Residential 21%

Not at all

valuable

12%

Somewhat

valuable

15%

Neutral/unsure

41%

Valuable

12%

Very

valuable

Senior living residential or

assisted care

22%

Not at all

valuable

19%

Somewhat

valuable

22%

Neutral/unsure

31%

Valuable

6%

Very

valuable

Mixed-use development 3%

Not at all

valuable

9%

Somewhat

valuable

15%

Neutral/unsure

39%

Valuable

33%

Very

valuable

Entertainment venues (i.e.

theaters, performing arts,

museums, indoor recreation,

etc.)

6%

Not at all

valuable

18%

Somewhat

valuable

9%

Neutral/unsure

32%

Valuable

35%

Very

valuable

Other (describe in comments) 20%

Not at all

valuable

-

Somewhat

valuable

80%

Neutral/unsure

-

Valuable

-

Very

valuable

35 respondents

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

I would really like this to be some kind of entertainment venue. It would be really cool if the center part

of the city was built up as a robust cultural center, so it felt more like a downtown area people could

hang around in (as opposed to now, where it feels like it's best for visiting for specific events and then

leaving). 

A venue for open-air markets would be an excellent use for this area too, but maybe paired up with an

entertainment venue. 

Regarding medical offices - my answer is based on being a permanent resident - LTU students may

have a need.

The vision plan shows structures that are about 5 stories. If adding two additional levels would allow for

moving both the residential and other garages off street level (just a small rectangle for garage in the

plan for a ramp) or inboard of a liner-building it might still allow for adequate natural light and

ventilation given the width of the surrounding roads and boulevards. Also, the design of the buildings

looks trendy and fun but a little chaotic.

It's important to have a variety of things in this space, but there really needs to be retail here for the

community.

Make something worth visiting. There currently is nothing in Southfield that I would take visitors to see

- we have to go downtown, B'ham, Ferndale, Royal Oak, GP. For so much land area - it's a shame

Southfield is a soulless blacktop of boring corporate retail stores.

Parking convenient parking is always important for any public gathering. Will we have to give up space

for parking close by? How about a shuttle of some sort, promote bike rental.  

The location and proximity to the civic center provides a variety of options.
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3. What amenities would you like to see as part of a proposed development? Pick your
top 3.

33 Respondents

61%

48%

39%

30%

27%

27%

27%

21%

15%

6%

6%

6%

6%

6%

20 

16 

13 

10 

9 

9 

9 

7 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Pedestrian and festive lighting

Fountain/water feature

Food/beverage kiosks

Open lawn for programming/events

Kid's play area

Public art

Permanent bandshell or stage for musical performances

Bike parking

Other

Banquet facility

Hotel

Small business incubator

LTU class space

Professional meeting space

4. What type of temporary programming for common areas and open space would you
like to see as part of the development? Pick your top 3.

34 Respondents

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

Would love to have a farmer's market.

Anything that would draw people to the site. Things like a farmers market or food vendors who be

reasons to go here and then, while you're there, do some shopping.

No data to display...

62%

59%

50%

38%

32%

24%

21%

12%

9%

0%

21 

20 

17 

13 

11 

8 

7 

4 

3 

0 

Pop-up food vendors/kiosks

Market tents with rotating vendors/farmer's market

Seasonal displays/events

Temporary performance stage/lawn

Music

Pop-up retail events

Lawn games

Light shows

Moveable seating

Other
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Week 4A: COVID-19 Pandemic Implications
All comments for Week 4A: COVID-19 Pandemic Implications

masks
1

social
distancing

2

small
business
support

1

vaccines
1

communication
4

mdmetrix.com
1

businesses
1

academics
1computers

1

domestic
violence

1
pool

2

voleyball
1

city of
southfield

website
1

text service
1

virtual
meetings

1 southfield
public
library

5

ppe
equipment

1

senior
citizens

1

baseball
1

mayor siver
3

cooperation
2

online news
media

1
publicity

1

newspapers
1

mayor's
memo

1

schools
1

e-books
1virtual

gatherings
1

remote
learning

1

detroit free
press

1

cdc
1

public radio
1

mobile app
2

family time
2

soccer
1

student
support

1

drive up
window

2

homeowners
associations

1

website
3cleaning

1

lawn games
1

safety
1

oakland
county

4

concerts
2

productivity
1

leadership
2

nextdoor
app

1

outdoor
fitness

2
npr
1

Project Engagement

VIEWS

73
PARTICIPANTS

45
RESPONSES

927
COMMENTS

44
SUBSCRIBERS

22

1. In your opinion, what are the five (5) most difficult challenges resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic?

45 Respondents

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

maybe we can grid off he lawns and the carpet like for soccer, football, etc. and let families sit together,

maybe no more than 4-6 to a square and take an adjacent one if there are more family members, then

we can sit and enjoy concerts, etc. also same spacing for the library so we can see live lectures and

performances.

71%

62%

58%

42%

42%

42%

38%

29%

24%

20%

18%

16%

7%

4%

2%

32 

28 

26 

19 

19 

19 

17 

13 

11 

9 

8 

7 

3 

2 

1 

Economic Impacts/Loss of Wages/Loss of tax base

Not Seeing Family & Friends

Mental Health Deterioration/Hopelessness

Loss of Community Connections/Isolation

Missing Out on Life Events

Increased Stress on Health Care Workers & Facilities

Increased Racial Disparity/Disproportionate Impact on Communities of

Color

Not Traveling/Vacationing

Less Productivity due to Remote Work/School

Increased Physical Health Issues (COVID or non-COVID)

Not being able to visit family in hospitals/senior care facilities

Reliance on digital services

Other

Shift away from shared & public transit

Food system delivery
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9 months ago

9 months ago

Rise in Domestic Violence

Diminished academic achievement due to remote learning

2. In your opinion, what are the five (5) most significant positive outcomes resulting from
the COVID-19 pandemic?

44 Respondents

9 months ago

I imagine that time with family has increased if children are living at home. However, we are empty

nesters and we miss spending time with parents, children, grandchildren and out-of-state extended

family due to COVID and travel restrictions!

59%

55%

45%

45%

43%

39%

39%

39%

32%

27%

23%

18%

9%

0%

26 

24 

20 

20 

19 

17 

17 

17 

14 

12 

10 

8 

4 

0 

Flexibility & Convenience of Remote Work/School/Meetings

Reduced traffic

Better Hygiene/Less Seasonal Illness

Reconnection with Nature/Outdoor Recreation

Increased Convenience (i.e. grocery/restaurant/store delivery or

curbside pickup)

Recognition/Greater Understanding of Racial/Ethnic Health Disparities

Environmental Impacts/Allowing Nature Time to Heal/Increased

wildlife sightings/reduced air pollution

Technological Advancements/Use of Technology/Remote Work

Slower Pace of Life/Time to "Stop and Smell the Roses"

More Quality Time with Family

Random acts of kindness

Greater Use of Trails & Pathways

Renewed Sense of Community/Social Cohesion

Other

3. How satisfied are you with the City of Southfield's response in regards to dealing with
the COVID-19 pandemic and general pandemic preparedness?

43 Respondents

8 months ago

8 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

The city did/is doing a good job. It was good of them to pay all their workers while they couldn't work

work in the buildings.

the pool should be opened this year and outdoor volley ball and soccer, and baseball

During this drastic change in how the city communicates and run their daily business I think the City

and Mayor has done a outstanding job in running the city in a safe and productive manner.A PLUS 

I think the city and Mayor Siver have done an excellent job of keeping the residents informed of what is

and is not happening throughout all city divisions

I'm quite satisfied with the City of Southfield's steps taken to avoid spreading the virus (e.g., minimizing

and suspending congregate activities in favor of virtual gatherings) communication, however, not so

much, in part because we have multiple and overlapping sources. 

I understand the need to be safe, however more efforts could have been done to support pre teens

and teens with safe social distance events... such as read in the park. Meet up dor safe distance

workouts or trainings.

58%

23%

19%

2%

0%

25 

10 

8 

1 

0 

Satisfied

Neutral/Unsure/Not Applicable

Very Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very Dissatisfied
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4. How satisfied are you with the City of Southfield in terms of continuing to provide a
high level of City services throughout the COVID-19 pandemic?

43 respondents 

51%

28%

14%

7%

0%

Satisfied

Very Satisfied

Neutral/Unsure/Not Applicable

Dissatisfied

Very Dissatisfied

3 Agree9 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

9 months ago

The library has done a good job of making materials available at the drive-through window. Music and

movies and ebooks are easily downloaded.

Other communities have opened libraries and pools. I hope that can happen here soon.

Many of the services operate in the background of daily activities for me. I have not noticed an

interruption in city services with the exception of the library. Although not an essential service that

affects resident physical health such as rubbish collection or the fire department, the library is a very

important city service that builds a sense of community. Online services do not do this. While the

library staff has done its best, the drive-up window does not offer a sense of community and wastes a

significant amount of fossil fuel. I miss being able to visit the library building, exploring resources and

communicating with the staff.

I do not think any service has been cancelled although some may have been delayed for a short time,

services continue to run . 

5. What opportunities has the pandemic showed Southfield to reinvigorate public/private
spaces? Choose all that apply.

56%

51%

49%

46%

41%

37%

29%

27%

20%

17%

12%

12%

5%

5%

23 

21 

20 

19 

17 

15 

12 

11 

8 

7 

5 

5 

2 

2 

More pathways and cycling infrastructure

Enhanced outdoor seating

Drive thru businesses

Mixed-use, walkable neighborhoods

Telecommuting

Home delivery

Walk up windows

Sustainable development

Home-based businesses

Adaptive reuse of vacant buildings, schools, etc.

More housing options (i.e. "middle housing", 2-4 unit residential,

"gentle densification", small-scale housing, tiny homes, etc.)

Dog parks

Transit oriented development

Other
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41 Respondents

1 Agree8 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

9 months ago

9 months ago

actually, this question was not very clearly posed, so i answered what i would like to see enhanced as a

result of the pandemic.

Not well-worded

I found this question confusing. Not sure of the meaning.

Adult exercise space at parks calestetics

Not sure enough is options are advertised or perhaps they don't pertain to my household.

6. What government agency (or agencies) do you most rely on to provide your household
with timely and accurate information pertaining to COVID-19 developments? Check all

that apply.

42 respondents 

35%

30%

22%

13%

0%

Oakland County

State of Michigan

City of Southfield

Federal Government

Other

8 months ago

I find the Mayor’s Memo to be helpful.

7. What methods did/do you most utilize to obtain information pertaining to COVID-19
(from any source)?

41 Respondents

1 Agree9 months ago

9 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Public radio (NPR) is an important source of reliable information.

free press

nextdoor app

Oakland County emails

MDMetrix.com

54%

51%

29%

29%

29%

29%

17%

2%

22 

21 

12 

12 

12 

12 

7 

1 

Television News Media

Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, Online News Sources)

City Website

Newspaper/Periodicals (Physical)

Radio News Media

Friends & Family

Other

Religious Institutions (i.e. church, temple, mosque, etc.)
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8. What would you like to see the City of Southfield do in response to pandemics?

leadership
2

homeowners
associations

1

cdc
1

businesses
1

cleaning
1

schools
1

masks
1

communication
2

southfield
public
library

2
small

business
support

1

computers
1

text service
1

student
support

1

mobile app
2

cooperation
2

mayor siver
1

ppe
equipment

1
city of

southfield
website

1

virtual
meetings

1

concerts
1

oakland
county

1

vaccines
1

social
distancing

1

senior
citizens

1

8. What would you like to see the City of Southfield do in response to pandemics?

7 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

Use more direct delivery of information such as a city app or text service. I sometimes get lost on where

to check for information on all the different pages.

I agree direct delivery of local info (via an app) would be a meaningful improvement

Continue to communicate to the residents and keep us informed on what is new about the info on the

virus and providing proper PPE equipment available to residents. 

More outreach to seniors and vulnerable populations. The City has done a good job providing services

and virtual meetings during the pandemic. The partnership with Oakland County to provide the

Municipal complex for testing and vaccines is a win/win.

I suppose I should go to the City's website, but I don't have much reason to. There aren't many "drivers"

locally to the website that I come in contact with on a regular basis.

Loading more report objects...

9. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

11

11

6

2



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering
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Week 4B: Social Justice Values
All comments for Week 4B: Social Justice Values

increased
education

1

senior abuse
1

increase
refuse

capacity
1 background
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1

public
health
issues

1
rrrasoc

1

infrastructure
1

gun violence
1

mental
health

1senior
citizens

1

social
workers

3

decrease
govt

involvement
2

dpw
1

auto
dependency

1

evercentre
1

recycling
3

mental
health
issues

1

drainage
issues

1

parks
1

walkability
1

substance
abuse

1

ineffective
drug

programs
1

snow
plowing

4

mental
health

professionals
2

lower taxes
1

refuse
pickup

1

police
unions

1

independent
oversight

1

citizen
involvement

1

garbage
carts

1

pierce
1

soccra
1

new
hampshire

1multi family
1 diversity

1

retail
1

Project Engagement

VIEWS

103
PARTICIPANTS

54
RESPONSES

1,798
COMMENTS

29
SUBSCRIBERS

17

1. Out of the social justice issues listed below, which do you feel are most significant or
have the biggest impact on you personally, your community, state, and/or country?

Please rank them in order of importance by dragging the issue to the area labeled "Your
Top Priority".

42 Respondents

6 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

9 months ago

The city should worry about infastructure and lowering taxes and not spend tax dollars on "social

justice" issues

Gun violence is the quickest way to destroy neighborhoods and cities.

this is an overbroad question - what impacts me personally might be different from what I think the

priorities for, say, the country are...

None

45%

57%

52%

55%

26%

40%

52%

57%

48%

40%

19 

24 

22 

23 

11 

17 

22 

24 

20 

17 

Rank: 2.84

Rank: 3.04

Rank: 3.50

Rank: 3.52

Rank: 4.09

Rank: 4.24

Rank: 4.64

Rank: 4.71

Rank: 5.05

Rank: 7.41

Racial injustice

Voting Rights: facilitation of voter registration, early voting windows,

and identification requirements

Gun violence

Healthcare

Other

Equality: racial, gender, LGBTQ, economic, medical

Income gap

Hunger & food insecurity

Climate Justice: the idea that the adverse impacts of a warming climate

are not felt equitably among people

Refugee crisis
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2. What do you think would be the best ways for one to personally work towards the
advancement of Social Justice within the City of Southfield? Please choose up to five (5)

options.

38 Respondents

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

9 months ago

The government should not be involved in social justice

55%

53%

39%

37%

34%

26%

24%

21%

16%

16%

11%

11%

8%

5%

3%

21 

20 

15 

14 

13 

10 

9 

8 

6 

6 

4 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Be kind, understanding, and compassionate

Civic engagement: interactions with elected leaders, attendance of

public meetings, alignment with those who support Social Justice

values

Work through local religious institutions (i.e. churches, synagogues,

mosques, etc.)

Examination of personal beliefs and habits

Self-education about Social Justice values

Connection with local organizations and activist groups

Volunteer time

Support minority-owned businesses in your community and online

Donate money

Invest in companies with sustainable environmental, social, and

governance practices

Utilization of social media to join groups, post articles, and share

personal opinions and experiences

Reach out to local schools and universities to learn what they are

doing and possible get involved

Attend demonstrations and protests

Support artists, writers, and activists who speak out against injustices

Other

3. How important do you feel the following factors are in establishing and/or improving
Police-Community relations? Please explain your answers in the comment section. Please

explain your answers in the comment section.

Very

important

Somewhat

important

Unsure/don't

know

Not very

important

Not at all

important

Increase transparency 79%

Very

important

15%

Somewhat

important

3%

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Not very

important

-

Not at all

important

Promote/improve existing

Crime

Prevention/Neighborhood

Watch programs

59%

Very

important

35%

Somewhat

important

3%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Not very

important

3%

Not at all

important

Increase and promote

community & school K-9

demonstrations

24%

Very

important

24%

Somewhat

important

21%

Unsure/don't

know

8%

Not very

important

24%

Not at all

important

Establish police

scholarships

22%

Very

important

19%

Somewhat

important

39%

Unsure/don't

know

14%

Not very

important

6%

Not at all

important

Increase and encourage

Police-Youth interaction

programs

54%

Very

important

27%

Somewhat

important

14%

Unsure/don't

know

5%

Not very

important

-

Not at all

important

Homeless outreach 32%

Very

important

30%

Somewhat

important

20%

Unsure/don't

know

10%

Not very

important

8%

Not at all

important

Police involvement in

bullying and cyberbullying

programs

49%

Very

important

26%

Somewhat

important

21%

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Not very

important

3%

Not at all

important

Police involvement in drug

resistance

efforts/programs with

schools and community as

a whole

45%

Very

important

32%

Somewhat

important

16%

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Not very

important

5%

Not at all

important

Clarity regarding Police

policy and procedure on

use of force, mass

demonstrations, searches,

gender and racial profiling

and the performance

measures used to collect

data; publication of said

data to general public

64%

Very

important

21%

Somewhat

important

8%

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Not very

important

5%

Not at all

important

Use of technology such as

body cameras and social

media to provide

transparency and increase

connections with the

community

87%

Very

important

5%

Somewhat

important

8%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Not very

important

-

Not at all

important

-38-



Very

important

Somewhat

important

Unsure/don't

know

Not very

important

Not at all

important

Community policing and

working with members of

the community to establish

how they want to be

policed

69%

Very

important

18%

Somewhat

important

3%

Unsure/don't

know

5%

Not very

important

5%

Not at all

important

Increased officer training:

crisis intervention,

procedural justice, bias and

cultural responsiveness,

social interaction, and

current tactical skills

70%

Very

important

20%

Somewhat

important

2%

Unsure/don't

know

5%

Not very

important

2%

Not at all

important

Officer safety and wellness:

adequate equipment as

well as mental health

resources for trauma

79%

Very

important

18%

Somewhat

important

3%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Not very

important

-

Not at all

important

Police efforts in gun

violence reduction and gun

safety

71%

Very

important

21%

Somewhat

important

5%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Not very

important

3%

Not at all

important

Include social workers &

mental health

professionals to aid/assist

the Police force

78%

Very

important

15%

Somewhat

important

5%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Not very

important

2%

Not at all

important

Other (describe in

comments)

60%

Very

important

-

Somewhat

important

40%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Not very

important

-

Not at all

important

40 respondents

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

With regards to police oversight, I feel that there should be an independent civilian oversight board

comprised of private citizens. This should be different and separate from the existing 3-member fire

and police civil service commission. It's purpose should be to provide oversight regarding policy and

rules, budget issues, officer discipline, and citizen complaints. This is not meant to replace internal

department review and discipline functions but does serve as an overarching responsible check on

police policy and activities.

There is likely a sizeable portion of the population that the police have to deal with who have substance

abuse and/or mental health issues. Jails have become de facto mental health institutions and centers

for dealing with persons with addiction problems. These are public health issues and to the extent

possible should be dealt with outside the criminal justice system. I agree with the idea expressed here

by others that mental health counselors, substance abuse professionals, and social workers need to be

specifically incorporated into and work with law enforcement professionals at the front end of the

interaction with such individuals brought to the attention of law enforcement.

Do we have a problem? Can we be specific about the nature of the problem(s)? Shouldn't we prioritize

our problems, prioritize and focus our solutions?

8 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

These are all very important but I believe that our PD already addresses many of these methods. The

most important in my opinion is the use of social workers and mental health professionals

Police need education on dealing with the senior population. They also need help in noticing senior

abuse.

Background checks (vigilant) and review on police. Ban the police unions.

this is one of the single most important things to do: "Include social workers & mental health

professionals to aid/assist the Police force."

'drug resistance' efforts led by police have been shown to be wildly ineffective in every single study, and

in fact, are thought to make drug use more likely because it makes drugs more familiar to younger kids.

"In 2001, the Surgeon General of the United States, David Satcher M.D. Ph.D., placed the D.A.R.E.

program in the category of "Ineffective Primary Prevention Programs". The U.S. General Accounting

Office concluded in 2003 that the program was sometimes counterproductive in some populations,

with those who graduated from D.A.R.E. later having higher than average rates of drug use (a

boomerang effect)."

the SFLD PD is doing a great job!
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4. The five main principles of social justice are said to be access to resources, equity,
participation, diversity, and human rights. How do you feel the City of Southfield fares in

striving towards these tenets? Please explain your answers in the comment section.

Strongly

agree

Somewhat

agree

Neutral/unsure/don't

know

Somewhat

disagree

Strongly

disagree

Access to

resources

37%

Strongly

agree

37%

Somewhat

agree

21%

Neutral/unsure/don't

know

-

Somewhat

disagree

5%

Strongly

disagree

Equity 38%

Strongly

agree

32%

Somewhat

agree

27%

Neutral/unsure/don't

know

3%

Somewhat

disagree

-

Strongly

disagree

Participation &

engagement

32%

Strongly

agree

42%

Somewhat

agree

18%

Neutral/unsure/don't

know

5%

Somewhat

disagree

3%

Strongly

disagree

Diversity 42%

Strongly

agree

42%

Somewhat

agree

11%

Neutral/unsure/don't

know

3%

Somewhat

disagree

3%

Strongly

disagree

Human Rights 41%

Strongly

agree

35%

Somewhat

agree

19%

Neutral/unsure/don't

know

3%

Somewhat

disagree

3%

Strongly

disagree

Inclusion 38%

Strongly

agree

38%

Somewhat

agree

21%

Neutral/unsure/don't

know

-

Somewhat

disagree

3%

Strongly

disagree

39 respondents

3 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

Social justice activism has no place in government. We need the most qualified people doing the jobs

that the people need done.

I think the city does well at these items, I don't know how much is from pro-active steps by the city vs a

natural occurrence from the racial and economic mix of the citizenry.

My negative response on access to resources is based on dependency on automobiles to access

resources, particularly parks and retail. The recent attention to high quality development at Ever Center

is most encouraging!

6. How satisfied are you with the following Southfield Public Safety & Public Works
Departments? Please explain your answers in the comment section.

Very

satisfied

Mostly

Satisfied

Unsure/don't

know

Somewhat

unsatisfied

Very

unsatisfied

Police Department 34%

Very

satisfied

39%

Mostly

Satisfied

10%

Unsure/don't

know

10%

Somewhat

unsatisfied

7%

Very

unsatisfied

Fire Department 48%

Very

satisfied

31%

Mostly

Satisfied

19%

Unsure/don't

know

2%

Somewhat

unsatisfied

-

Very

unsatisfied

Emergency Medical

Services (EMS)

32%

Very

satisfied

30%

Mostly

Satisfied

30%

Unsure/don't

know

5%

Somewhat

unsatisfied

2%

Very

unsatisfied

Department of Public

Works (DPW)

29%

Very

satisfied

26%

Mostly

Satisfied

17%

Unsure/don't

know

14%

Somewhat

unsatisfied

14%

Very

unsatisfied

»Trash Collection 19%

Very

satisfied

40%

Mostly

Satisfied

10%

Unsure/don't

know

24%

Somewhat

unsatisfied

7%

Very

unsatisfied

»Recycling 23%

Very

satisfied

36%

Mostly

Satisfied

25%

Unsure/don't

know

7%

Somewhat

unsatisfied

9%

Very

unsatisfied

»Snow plowing 13%

Very

satisfied

24%

Mostly

Satisfied

7%

Unsure/don't

know

7%

Somewhat

unsatisfied

50%

Very

unsatisfied

»Road maintenance 11%

Very

satisfied

27%

Mostly

Satisfied

9%

Unsure/don't

know

23%

Somewhat

unsatisfied

30%

Very

unsatisfied

46 respondents

3 Agree9 months ago

2 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

Get garbage carts. Easier to use and won't fly all over the neighborhood. 

On the extremely rare occasions that snow is plowed, it's typically far away from the curbs making

driving and parking on the streets nearly impossible.

They never plow my dead end street...new hampshire and pierce

In terms of recycling, I would love to be one of the communities able to use SOCRRA. Last I checked,

they still accept several categories of recycling that RRRASOC doesn't.
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1 Agree9 months ago

1 Agree9 months ago

7 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

Garbage limitation on can size is terriable and not equitable for my large family. 

My street was not plowed for 48 hours after the storm, which is no excuse for a small city. 

And yes, how can we forget the swimming pools that form in our street during the Spring Rains.

it's absolutely absurd that southfield doesn't offer recycling services to large apartment buildings. it's so

'90s.

SOCCRA accepts many more items. Also, snow plowing is too slow.

Although I have not had much interaction with the Police, Fire or EMS, they seem to be doing a great

job. Maintenance of the public areas seem to be adequate to good. I have no complains with trash

pickup, recycling or snow plowing. The concerns within my neighborhood I have had, have been taken

care off when I have alerted the city.

Snow Plowing could be better within the residential neighborhoods. Plowing faster once there is snow

on the ground

Been very happy with the big push on roads over the last few years, and DPW is very responsive to

issues (such as damaged road signs). Trash collection has been up and down in my neighborhood the

last few years, but has been consistent as of late. Other areas I have little interaction with but only

positive experiences so far.

5. In your opinion, how important is it that Southfield focuses on the following racial
equality and economic inclusion principles? Please explain your answers in the comment

section.

Very

important Important

Unsure/don't

know

Somewhat

unimportant

Not at all

important

Ensure equity and

shared prosperity

29%

Very

important

34%

Important

10%

Unsure/don't

know

7%

Somewhat

unimportant

20%

Not at all

important

Retain and enhance a

high-quality sense of

place (i.e. pedestrian-

oriented, welcoming &

thriving)

51%

Very

important

26%

Important

18%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Somewhat

unimportant

5%

Not at all

important

Take a holistic approach

to improve the human

experience in the built

environment (i.e. access

to transportation

choices, needed

services, public

amenities, and

economic opportunities)

41%

Very

important

32%

Important

10%

Unsure/don't

know

5%

Somewhat

unimportant

12%

Not at all

important

Mixed-use development

(i.e. neighborhood

stores, housing options,

community facilities,

home-based businesses,

etc.)

50%

Very

important

32%

Important

10%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Somewhat

unimportant

8%

Not at all

important

More green

infrastructure,

neighborhood parks,

trails, and green spaces

62%

Very

important

28%

Important

5%

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Somewhat

unimportant

3%

Not at all

important

More affordable and

workforce housing, tiny

homes, accessory

dwelling units/"Mother-

in-law apartments",

medium density

residential,

neighborhood focused

businesses, etc.

29%

Very

important

33%

Important

17%

Unsure/don't

know

5%

Somewhat

unimportant

17%

Not at all

important

Allow more community

gardens, greenhouses,

chickens, and other

small-scale food

production in residential

neighborhoods

32%

Very

important

20%

Important

22%

Unsure/don't

know

10%

Somewhat

unimportant

15%

Not at all

important

42 respondents
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1 Agree9 months ago

9 months ago

9 months ago

While there are other nearby communities that have achieved walkability and multi-use development, it

is encouraging to see a desire to mesh continuing demographic diversity (racial, income, etc) with these

new goals for the area.

the first option is vague, and the second one is good in theory but could be gentrifying. would want to

keep the businesses/neighborhoods in place while making the areas more walkable and pedestrian

friendly - I'm not sure entirely how to do that but someone more educated than me in urban planning

must

I marked "ensure equity" as a lower priority because I feel the city is already there and should focus on

other areas. I think we already have a good housing mix and we don't need to focus on affordable

housing. I don't know how community gardens, etc. will help racial and economic equality - if you are in

a residential neighborhood you can set up a garden in your back yard.

7. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

14

52



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

8. If you haven't already (you do not need to do more than once), please enter your
contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield 2026 process and
to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but appreciated!) Please note

your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any time.

No data to display...

Week 5A: Age Friendly Communities
All comments for Week 5A: Age Friendly Communities
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1. Thinking about the next 5-10 years, which option best reflects your personal plan?
Please choose only one (1) option.

44 respondents 

57%

20%

7%

7%

5%

5%

I currently reside in Southfield, and I

plan on staying in my existing residence

I currently reside in Southfield, but I am

planning on moving to a different

community

I currently reside in Southfied, and I plan

to move to a different location in

Southfield

I reside in a community other than

Southfield, and I plan on staying in my

existing residence

Other

Others

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

My neighborhood is an oasis of trees, birds and other wildlife, yet close to city type attractions. The only

thing I would like to see changed is the speeding drivers, who routinely "blow" right through our area to

cut off the corner at 13 and Southfield. We do not have sidewalks, and many of us walk and cycle, so it

is quite dangerous. Many vehicles drive right through the 4 way stop at Pierce and Longcrest, everyday.

We walk twice a day, every day, so we notice!

My property is amazing... except no streetlights and no sidewalks. I'm raising a family and would prefer

to live in a neighborhood that has both of those things, whether that be in a different part of Southfield

or a different city all together.

Unfortunately there is not much happening in Southfield. The taxes are extreme and there is nothing to

do. I find that my family, friends and I have to pay money outside the city- Ferndale, Royal Oak for

entertainment.

I love my house and property, and appreciate the many city services. The library, parks and rec, and

outdoor concerts are all a plus. I have no plans to move. I intend to age in place.

It's my candid view that Southfield has too much vehicle-dependent development and too little

disconnected park space to be an attractive place to live in a scenario where one can't drive elsewhere

to go grocery shopping or go for a walk.

move to a more walkable community with more multi-use development

I love what Southfield offers its residents and have no intentions of moving any where in the near

future 

I may move and I may stay. Still undecided and depends on the market.

My Southfield residence is a high-rise condo with services and amenities that meet the needs of all

residents (coincidentally, aging residents).

2. How would you rate the City of Southfield regarding the following benefits to an aging
population?

Excellent Good

Don't

know/unsure Fair Poor

Has a variety of home modification and repair

contractors within the Southfield service area

who are trustworthy, do quality work, and are

affordable

-

Excellent

28%

Good

62%

Don't

know/unsure

10%

Fair

-

Poor

Offers home repair services for low-income

and older adults that helps with things like roof

or window repairs

-

Excellent

21%

Good

74%

Don't

know/unsure

-

Fair

5%

Poor

Offers seasonal services such as lawn work for

low-income and older adults

2%

Excellent

32%

Good

52%

Don't

know/unsure

8%

Fair

5%

Poor

Ensures sidewalks are in good condition, safe

for pedestrians, and accessible for wheelchairs

or other assistive mobility devices

5%

Excellent

22%

Good

20%

Don't

know/unsure

34%

Fair

20%

Poor

Provides well-lit, accessible, safe streets and

intersections for all users with adequate audio

and visual pedestrian crossings

2%

Excellent

17%

Good

15%

Don't

know/unsure

49%

Fair

17%

Poor

Offers separate pathways for bicyclists and

pedestrians

2%

Excellent

27%

Good

7%

Don't

know/unsure

39%

Fair

24%

Poor

Offers affordable housing options for adults of

varying income levels such as older active

adult communities, assisted living and

communities with shared facilities and

outdoor spaces

5%

Excellent

36%

Good

33%

Don't

know/unsure

21%

Fair

5%

Poor

Provides adequate public buildings and spaces

including restrooms that are accessible to

people of different physical abilities

5%

Excellent

37%

Good

32%

Don't

know/unsure

24%

Fair

2%

Poor

Contains enough benches for resting in public

areas like parks, along sidewalks, and around

public buildings

5%

Excellent

55%

Good

20%

Don't

know/unsure

5%

Fair

15%

Poor

Has a good variety of conveniently located

emergency care centers, hospitals, and health

care facilities

28%

Excellent

56%

Good

10%

Don't

know/unsure

5%

Fair

-

Poor

Has accessible, convenient, and well-

maintained public transportation options

5%

Excellent

18%

Good

42%

Don't

know/unsure

25%

Fair

10%

Poor

Provides safe public transportation stops or

areas that are accessible to people of varying

physical abilities

5%

Excellent

12%

Good

45%

Don't

know/unsure

32%

Fair

5%

Poor

Offers or can provide information regarding

affordable health and wellness programs and

classes in areas such as nutrition, smoking

cessation, and weight controlprograms

8%

Excellent

23%

Good

59%

Don't

know/unsure

8%

Fair

3%

Poor
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Excellent Good

Don't

know/unsure Fair Poor

Provides or can provide information regarding

affordable fitness activities specifically geared

towards older adults

13%

Excellent

31%

Good

38%

Don't

know/unsure

15%

Fair

3%

Poor

Provides information to assist seniors in

finding and accessing health and supportive

services and/or affordable home care services

including personal care and housekeeping

5%

Excellent

15%

Good

74%

Don't

know/unsure

3%

Fair

3%

Poor

Provides or can provide information regarding

volunteer opportunities for older adults

5%

Excellent

31%

Good

59%

Don't

know/unsure

3%

Fair

3%

Poor

Provides or can provide information on paid

job opportunities for older adults

8%

Excellent

5%

Good

82%

Don't

know/unsure

3%

Fair

3%

Poor

Provides or can provide information on Job

training opportunities for older adults (job skill

enrichment or new skillsets)

3%

Excellent

8%

Good

82%

Don't

know/unsure

5%

Fair

3%

Poor

Provides free access to computers and the

Internet in public places

12%

Excellent

45%

Good

32%

Don't

know/unsure

10%

Fair

-

Poor

41 respondents

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I believe that P &R and/or Human Sevices provide many of these services.

My negative feedback on the public transportation options are offered with the understanding that

public transportation infrastructure is not something Southfield does in isolation separate from the

region which has issues with public transportation connectivity, convenience, and accessibility.

I should know more about the services available, but I do not have any family in Southfield that are in

need of assistance.

3. Which of the following sources do you utilize for continuing education or self-
improvement classes or workshops in the City of Southfield? Check all that apply.

42 Respondents

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I would love too, however I don't know about them.

Unaware of any

Public Library

Southfield Library

43%

31%

31%

19%

17%

14%

14%

7%

7%

2%

18 

13 

13 

8 

7 

6 

6 

3 

3 

1 

City of Southfield Parks & Recreation Department

Online programs

I do NOT participate in any continuing education/self-improvement

classes within the City of Southfield

Religious institutions (i.e. church, synagogue, mosque, etc.)

Offerings through my work

Local organizations or businesses

Local colleges and universities

Community center

Other

Senior center
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4. Which of the following resources would you be most likely to utilize if you, a family
member, or friend needed information about services for older adults such as caregiving

services, home delivered meals, home repair, medical transport, or social activities?
Please check your top five (5) options.

42 Respondents

67%

52%

43%

38%

36%

31%

29%

19%

17%

17%

14%

10%

2%

2%

28 

22 

18 

16 

15 

13 

12 

8 

7 

7 

6 

4 

1 

1 

Internet

City of Southfield Senior Center

City of Southfield Department of Human Services

Your doctor or health care professional

Family or friends

AARP

Local government offices like the Health Department

Office of Healthy Aging (formerly Dept. of Elderly Affairs)

Local non-profit organizations

Library

Religious institutions/organizations (i.e. churches, synagogues,

mosques, etc.)

Mayor's office

Phone book

Other

5. Thinking about your future years, which types of housing would you be most likely to
move to as a senior? Please choose your top three (3) options.

40 Respondents

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

We have many 70+ people in our neighborhood, all of which have big yards and do all their own yard

maintenance. I think having some green space to bond with and maintain is good for the body and the

soul, as long as one is able. Three individuals in my neighborhood still mow their own lawn and garden,

all are 90+!

We are seniors in a single family colonial and working on figuring it out now.

60%

57%

48%

20%

18%

18%

18%

10%

8%

5%

3%

3%

0%

24 

23 

19 

8 

7 

7 

7 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Independent senior living

Single family home

Condominium unit

Rent apartment with onsite services

Rent an apartment that is restricted to seniors

Innovative housing options: tiny homes, accessory dwelling

units/Mother-in-law apartments", medium density residential (2-3

family), etc.

Assisted living

Move in with family or friends

Rent an apartment that offers rent based on income level

Nursing home

Buy into a life care facility

Rent an apartment without age restrictions

Other
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6. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

10

8

5



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

7. If you haven't already (you do not need to do more than once), please enter your
contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield 2026 process and
to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but appreciated!) Please note

your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any time.

No data to display...

No data to display...

Week 5B: Expanded Housing Options
All comments for Week 5B: Expanded Housing Options
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1. Which of the following best describes the housing you currently live in? Please choose
the best answer.

36 Respondents

2. The concept of a home is changing, and so is the way that homes are constructed.
Factors such as population growth, a shortage of affordable housing, sustainability

regulations, and technological innovations within the construction industry is resulting in
offerings of new forms of housing that are affordable, shared, ecofriendly, flexible, stylish,

or healthy. Would you be open to new types of housing in your neighborhood?

37 Respondents

86%

6%

6%

3%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

62%

32%

5%

0%

31 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

12 

2 

0 

Single family house

Apartment building/complex (greater than 10 units)

High-rise residential

Townhouse

Apartment building

Small apartments (4-10 units)

Medium-density housing (2-3 units)

Mixed-use residential

Lofts

Dormitory

Mobile home or manufactured home

Senior housing, assisted living, or nursing home

Accessory dwelling unit

Other

Yes

Maybe/unsure

No

Other

3. Medium density housing includes duplexes and triplexes, which are houses divided
into two or three units with a separate entrance for each. Would you be comfortable with

duplexes in your neighborhood?

36 Respondents

4. Would you be comfortable with triplexes in your neighborhood?

37 Respondents

5. Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) or "Mother-in-law suites" are currently not permitted
in the City of Southfield. They are small, secondary dwelling units built on the same lot as

the main house, and can be either attached or built independently. Would you be
interested in the City adopting provisions within the Zoning Ordinance to permit ADUs?

36 Respondents

3 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

These are great for allowing for multi generational families to live together but with some separation.

ADU's are a great option for affordable housing in desirable neighborhoods, potential additional

income source for homeowners and I agree with the comment about being great for multi generational

families.

May want to limit *where*.

44%

31%

22%

3%

35%

32%

30%

3%

69%

19%

11%

0%

16 

11 

8 

1 

13 

12 

11 

1 

25 

7 

4 

0 

Yes

No

Maybe/unsure

Other

No

Yes

Maybe/unsure

Other

Yes

Maybe/unsure

No

Other
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6. The Tiny House Movement is an architectural and social movement that encourages
living a simpler life in a smaller space. Tiny home living has been said to reduce the

financial and emotional burden of excess possessions. Tiny homes are generally those
typically sized under 600 square feet. While they can be built on foundations, most tiny

homes are built on trailers. Would you be comfortable with tiny homes in your
neighborhood?

36 Respondents

7. Would you support adaptive reuse and conversion of underutilized buildings (i.e.
vacant school buildings, office buildings and similar) into multi-family residential

buildings? Please explain why or why not in the comments.

35 Respondents

3 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

Those vacant buildings offer a great reuse. It can provide new housing options for those looking to

downsize or those without kids that do not want regular maintenance.

Schools are perfectly set up for adaptive re-use as multi-family. The extra land typically surrounding a

school provides additional opportunities to build garages and new complimentary housing. Plus there

will be much less traffic than when used as a school, even with increased residential density. Many

multi-tenant office buildings will no longer be in favor after Covid re-thinking and provide great

residential conversion opportunities as well.

Reusing existing buildings is better for the environment than constructing new.

Many of these older structures have great architectural detail and repurposing these building could be

a great asset to the city and residents.

The presence of existing construction should be evaluated against master-planning potential of the site

and historical value of the structure in question. Future higher density development may, generally

speaking, pull development to site perimeters and otherwise alter the desirability of existing building

massing.

Show all comments

44%

33%

19%

3%

74%

20%

6%

0%

16 

12 

7 

1 

26 

7 

2 

0 

Yes

No

Maybe/unsure

Other

Yes

Maybe/unsure

No

Other

8. Some scholars, planners and activists have argued that single-family zoning has
damaged the environment by encouraging suburban sprawl and car reliance, worsened

affordability by restricting housing supply, and undermined inclusion and social equity by
keeping lower-income households out of higher opportunity neighborhoods and

subdivisions. One solution to this would be the elimination of strict single family zoning
within the Zoning Ordinance in favor of mixed-use and higher density housing options,

including single family units in traditional residential areas.

Strongly

agree Agree

Don't

know/unsure Disagree

Strongly

disagree

How would you feel about such

a change?

17%

Strongly

agree

37%

Agree

17%

Don't

know/unsure

17%

Disagree

11%

Strongly

disagree

35 respondents

3 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

Some of the history around single family and low density zoning has roots in racial exclusion. Plus,

groups that need a bit of support around housing and homeownership can find it hard to afford

housing as supply is constrained because of too much single family zoning, especially as demand and

prices rise. I hope Southfield will make inclusive zoning changes in light of this history and current

housing needs.

I get what they are saying, but you are fighting against an age-old human instinct to get away from

other people; it will continue no matter how hard you try to stop it.. At the same time, Southfield is

already fully developed so the issue is with outer ring/ exurbs continuing to build out; what we do won't

address the issue raised in this statement.

If character of single family neighborhoods can look approximately the same (allowing duplexes,

triplexes and quadplexes that look like single family residential) could be fantastic

The major issue I have with this is property values. low income housing is extremely detrimental to

property values and the values in Southfield already are not rising at the same rate as adjacent cities.

I moved with great reluctance from Chicago, to keep a job as an architect working on single family

homes in the area that far exceeded professional opportunities available in Chicago. Meanwhile, I am

one of those believers in urbanism and diversity. I guess my situation is based on the 'transect' in urban

planning where the work opportunities are more rural but the preferred living scenario is more urban.

Show all comments
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10. Short-term rentals (such as Air BNB, HomeAway, VRBO, etc.) have gained momentum
in recent years as their flexibility allows travelers to rent anywhere from a few days to a

few months. Short-term rentals, also called vacation rentals, are typically furnished
apartments, condos, or houses where renters can feel more at home. Would you be in

support of allowing Short-term rentals in your neighborhood?

35 Respondents

3 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

As long as there is a required level of upkeep and also inspections.

There would need to be strong controls so that homes with recurrent issues can be blocked from

renting again.

Perhaps, corporate short-term rentals.

Need regulations to reduce nuisances and over-concentration of STR's.

We have many group homes in our neighborhood and they do not take care of the home nor the

property. If people do not have an invested interest in the home and neighborhood, they have no

incentive to keep it up. I fear AirBNB's etc would have this same detrimental effect. There is supposed

to be state overlook but there is not way for the state to check out all of these group homes. I believe

that asking Southfield to take on the job of regulating these "rental" homes is also out of the question.

40%

40%

20%

0%

14 

14 

7 

0 

Maybe/unsure

No

Yes

Other

Loading more report objects...

9. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

10

6

4

3



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering
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Week 6A: Climate Change & Green
Infrastructure

All comments for Week 6A: Climate Change & Green Infrastructure     
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MOVE TOGGLE COMMENTS FILTER BY SEGMENT  OPTIONS 

1. Please state your level of agreement for the following statements regarding global
warming/climate change.

Completely

agree

Somewhat

agree

Unsure/don't

know

Somewhat

disagree

Completely

disagree

It poses a serious threat

for people around the

world

81%

Completely

agree

16%

Somewhat

agree

-

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Somewhat

disagree

-

Completely

disagree

It poses a serious threat

to you and your family

64%

Completely

agree

33%

Somewhat

agree

-

Unsure/don't

know

-

Somewhat

disagree

3%

Completely

disagree

It is caused by human

activities

69%

Completely

agree

19%

Somewhat

agree

8%

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Somewhat

disagree

-

Completely

disagree

Problems and its impact

are underestimated in

the news

49%

Completely

agree

34%

Somewhat

agree

11%

Unsure/don't

know

6%

Somewhat

disagree

-

Completely

disagree

Climate change is

happening right now

83%

Completely

agree

14%

Somewhat

agree

-

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Somewhat

disagree

-

Completely

disagree

I am ready to reduce my

energy usage to tackle

climate change

69%

Completely

agree

29%

Somewhat

agree

3%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Somewhat

disagree

-

Completely

disagree

I completely understand

what climate change

means and its

implications

44%

Completely

agree

44%

Somewhat

agree

-

Unsure/don't

know

9%

Somewhat

disagree

3%

Completely

disagree

The global temperatures

have changed compared

to the previous decade

due to natural cycles

34%

Completely

agree

9%

Somewhat

agree

20%

Unsure/don't

know

20%

Somewhat

disagree

17%

Completely

disagree

37 respondents

8 months ago

I observe climate change in by yard. The magnolia tree outside my kitchen window always bloomed,

year-after-year, on April 30 or May 1. For the past decade it has been blooming in mid-April.

2. Considering your knowledge about the risks associated with climate change, how likely
are you to recommend a friend or a colleague to promote activities that will help reduce
global warming, incorporate green infrastructure/low imact design, and/or sustainability

techniques?

Not at all

likely

Somewhat

unlikely

Unsure/don't

know/neutral

Somewhat

likely

Extremely

likely

How

likely?

3%

Not at all

likely

3%

Somewhat

unlikely

12%

Unsure/don't

know/neutral

35%

Somewhat

likely

47%

Extremely

likely

34 respondents
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3. Which of the following green infrastructure/low impact design practices and projects
that have been encouraged by and installed in Southfield are you are aware of? Check all

that apply.

34 Respondents

2 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

Where and How is this information communicated? My primary source of information from the city is

The Sun, Scribe, Mayor's memo and an occassional separate piece of information. Reporting of

Southfield's priorities need to be published in a consistent and reliable source of communication. I

know there are many subjects to consider. This "planet stuff" needs to a higher priority.  

The permeable pavement at the civic center was well publicized, rain gardens and bioswales I might

have seen from Lathrup, but I am not 100% sure so I will give Southfield credit.

Wind and solar energy

71%

68%

56%

41%

38%

38%

38%

32%

18%

9%

3%

24

23

19

14

13

13

13

11

6

3

1

Pedestrian & bicycle pathways

Woodlands & wetlands ordinance

Native plantings

Rain barrels/cisterns

Rain gardens

Permeable pavement (i.e. porous asphalt, porous concrete, etc.)

Natural lawn

Vegetated swale/bioswales

Green roof

None of the above

Other

4. Which of the following green infrastructure/low impact design practices have you
personally implemented at your home or place of business? Check all that apply.

33 Respondents

8 months ago

8 months ago

natural lawn = no lawn service or fertilizing, only spot treatment of weeds (not 100% natural)

N0n at this time,

45%

45%

27%

27%

6%

6%

6%

3%

3%

0%

15

15

9

9

2

2

2

1

1

0

Native plantings

Natural lawn

Rain barrels/cisterns

None of the above

Rain gardens

Permeable pavement (i.e. porous asphalt, porous concrete, etc.)

Vegetated swale/bioswales

Solar panels

Other

Green roof
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5. What do you believe are the primary barriers to the installation of green infrastructure
practices (by both commercial and residential property owners) within Southfield? Please

choose the best answer.

35 Respondents

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

Cost of doing things differently is visible in the upfront costs, long term costs of not doing things is hard

to quantify and comes further down the road

Continuing walkable development, where buildings, landscape, and paving are experienced at a low

rate of speed might continue to make green measures more visible, tangible, and desirable.

NONE AT THE MOMENT

following what we have always done

54%

29%

6%

3%

3%

3%

3%

0%

19

10

2

1

1

1

1

0

Lack of understanding/education

Increased expense

Fear of new, untested technology

Availability of trained laborers/installers/contractors

Concern about anticipated maintenance costs

Don't know/unsure

Other

I don't believe there are any barriers to the installation of green

infrastructure practices in Southfield

6. What do you think the City of Southfield could do better in regards to climate change
awareness, green infrastructure/low impact design, and/or sustainability?

3 Agree8 months ago

3 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

Better education to it's residents on what types of green infrastructure can be implemented and that

fines will not be given to those who implement rain barrels, etc.

Shared cost or grant programs to encourage more than awareness, but implementation of climate

friendly practices.

Sustainability Fair open to the public featuring rain barrels and their use+installation, rain garden and

bioswale tours in the civic center area, recognition and awards for native plant gardens,

Create a green group specifically for Southfield youth and adults as a regular program offering, just as

basketball and other sports.  

Low cost loan programs for green energy and sustainability  

Attract/ offer partnerships to green based businesses and organizations. 

Educate the residents on things that can be done at home. Incorporate green infrastructure into City

projects.

Set the example and implement these ideas at city hall and city parks.

Move towards Electrical Vehicles with their fleet; install more solar panels and wind turbines where

appropriate at municipal facilities; adopt a Climate Action Plan.

Teach, educate, connect with contractors, provide funding or incentives to change and implement.

Provide lots of emphasis on benefits to citizens.

Publicize case studies, best practices.

Offer low interest loans for solar or wind energy for homes along with DTE approval.

Require implementation of bioswales to filter runoff on large scale development projects. Look into

adding collection nets for major drain outlets, and prevent trash from entering the rouge river.
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8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

First, set an example so that citizens know mitigating climate damage and restoring a healthy

environment are a Southfield priority. Native plantings on the Civic Center Campus is an easy start.

Include plantings and small signs that describe their benefits for wildlife i.e. butterfly weed helps bees

and monarchs. Encourage bike riding on the city streets by making it safer. Install more bike racks

around Civic Center and publicize the benefits for personal health and the environment. Install solar

panels or other sources of renewable energy on Civic Center buildings. Let citizens know they're there

and publicize the savings in energy cost and CO2 emissions. Make public transportation more

accessible/convenient. If city lighting is all LED, let citizens know and explain how it saves money, lowers

taxes and reduces CO2 emissions. Publicize that all paper used is from post consumer sources which

saves old growth forests and why this is important to wildlife. As they wear out, replace city vehicles

with hybrids or electrics.

reduce storm water run-off; make it easier to install solar; look into electric charging stations

Encourage more green building and renewable energy

Continue to better educate the public, library talks, fair with Friends of the Rouge.I attended a seminar

in November put on by the Friends of the Rouge on rain gardens. Other vendors such as Wild Birds

Unlimited, River Raisin Institute, etc.

Be more aggressive with tree planting. Reduce turf grass. Natural meadows with interpretive signage

instead.

I don't recall seeing much from the City on rain barrels, native plantings, sustainability, etc. though I

have seen these in general news.

Continue to better educate the community of how important this is to all of us.

Continue to preach how important it is to us as residents and to New Business that open up in the City. 

no single use plastics, more recycling awareness, tips for residents to lower their carbon footprint, less

printed mailers/magazines/newspapers. just email us!

Eliminate all single use plastics from all city government facilities. Promote this policy for public

institutions, such as schools and LTU. Work with business partners to support this. 

Switch to plant based products. 

Establish an E-waste drop off center at city hall, and engage with LTU on developing education aroind

this issue.

7. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

22



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

8. If you haven't already (you do not need to do more than once), please enter your
contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield 2026 process and
to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but appreciated!) Please note

your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any time.

No data to display...
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Week 6B: Healthy Living/Parks & Recreation

Project Engagement

VIEWS

94
PARTICIPANTS

43
RESPONSES

611
COMMENTS

67
SUBSCRIBERS

21

1. What are your favorite parks in Southfield? Please choose up to 3. Explain why in the
comments section.

cleanliness
1

hike
1

walking
trails

1

civic center
park

1
inglenook

park
1

park
maintenance

1

nature trails
3

john r. miller
park

1

berberian
woods

1

passive use
1

water
1

parking
1

childhood
memories

1deer
population

1

hidden gem
1

interpretive
signage

2

kid friendly
3

benches
1

close
proximity

6

freeway
park

1 the boulders
at carpenter

lake
1

nature
photography

1
destress

1 carpenter
lake

3

nature
1 trees

1

outdoor
exercise

1

pedestrian
amenities

1

1. What are your favorite parks in Southfield? Please choose up to 3. Explain why in the
comments section.

41 Respondents

66%

44%

34%

17%

15%

12%

12%

10%

10%

5%

5%

5%

5%

2%

2%

2%

0%

0%

0%

0%

27 

18 

14 

7 

6 

5 

5 

4 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carpenter Lake Nature Preserve

Inglenook Park

Civic Center Park

Beech Woods Park

Burgh Historical Park

Bauervic Woods Park

Mary Thompson House & Farm

Berbarian Woods

Catalpa Oaks

Bedford Woods Park

Freeway Park

John Grace Park

John R. Miller Park

Lincoln Woods Park

Pebble Creek Park

Other

Brace Park

Hunter's Lane Woods Nature Preserve

Lahser Woods Park

Simms Park
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8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I love the nature trails!

These parks are in my neighborhood and are great for my kids -- They need a lot of TLC

Get rid of the Deer populations in this area 10 and Beech, we are being overrun!!!!!

Proximity is the main driver

none, they are boring

John R. Miller park is in my nabeiorhood

Love the boulder park and also the trails and signage at Carpenter Lake. It's also a great spot for taking

nature photos.

I like the passive & historic nature of these parks plus the trials.

Great memories as a child and adolescent!

These are my kids favorite parks and I can watch them easily while I run. Clean and welcoming. Just

need a calestetics area.

Proximity to residence.

Close to my home

Carpenter Lake is a wonderful asset with its trails, benches, signage or types of foliage, trees and the

water. It's a great park to de-stress & hike. 

Inglenook has the ball fields, walking trails, sitting areas & adequate parking. Civic Center Park has it all:

trails, sports areas, benches

Berbarian Woods is my absolute favorite. It's a hidden gem! At the beginning of the pandemic, my

family and I visited weekly.

Carpenter Lake is closest to my house and Freeway Park is cool because of the location and trails. I

haven't been to

2. How do you most regularly enjoy Southfield's parks? What are your favorite park
activities? Please choose up to 3.

39 Respondents

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

walking my dog

79%

41%

23%

23%

21%

18%

10%

8%

3%

3%

31 

16 

9 

9 

8 

7 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Walking/running

Playgrounds

Hiking

Bicycling

Picnicking and group gatherings

Observing or photographing wildlife

Sports (including swimming; see additional question below)

Special events/concerts

Fishing (Carpenter Lake or Valley Woods)

Other
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3. If you chose "sports" in the question above, what specific sports do you engage in at
our parks? Check all that apply.

24 Respondents

3 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

Re-opening and improving Beech Woods Golf Course would satisfy many Southfield residents and

others who work in Southfield.

I'll happy when the Beech Woods Golf Course reopens

How about establishing areas for "lawn games" e.g., over-sized chess?

54%

25%

21%

17%

13%

13%

8%

8%

8%

8%

4%

4%

4%

0%

13 

6 

5 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Not applicable

Golf

Swimming

Indoor fitness

Driving range

Tennis

Basketball

Frisbee golf or foot golf

Racquetball

Other

Baseball/softball

Hockey or ice skating (ice arena)

Volleyball

Handball

8 months ago

8 months ago

Soccer

Soccer

4. What benefits do you think that Southfield parks bring to its visitors? Choose up to 3.

38 Respondents

8 months ago

Art

68%

61%

53%

45%

29%

13%

13%

8%

0%

0%

26 

23 

20 

17 

11 

5 

5 

3 

0 

0 

Improving overall quality of life

Healthy living

Creating more recreational opportunities

Providing more opportunities to observe wildlife

Building a sense of community

Providing educational opportunities for children

Increasing property values

Lowering impact on wildlife

Increasing economic development and eco-tourism

Other
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5. How would you include additional amenities like restrooms, picnic benches, seating,
shade, water fountains/water bottle refill stations, etc., at our parks? What activities,

facilities, or additional amenities would draw you more frequently to the park? Please
provide additional thoughts on why these are important or should be added.

bike paths
2

water
fountains

1
accessible

1

water
stations

2

water
feature

1

walking
1

indoor pool
1

safety
2

beech
woods golf

course
1

walking
trails
1

civic center
park
1

widen
sidewalks

1
public art

1senior
citizens

2

playground
1

trail
maintenance

1

lawn games
1pedestrian

amenities
1carpenter

lake
1

shared use
pathway

1 bauervic
woods park

1

benches
7

additional
staff
1

air pump
1

restrooms
11

shaded
areas

2

inglenook
park
1

outdoor
exercise

3

public
gathering

areas
1

trees
1

park
maintenance

4
green
spaces

1
dog park

1
catalpa

park
1

5. How would you include additional amenities like restrooms, picnic benches, seating,
shade, water fountains/water bottle refill stations, etc., at our parks? What activities,

facilities, or additional amenities would draw you more frequently to the park? Please
provide additional thoughts on why these are important or should be added.

1 Agree8 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I would love to see bike paths in our parks, it doesn't have to be a high level mountain bike course, but

dedicated paths to prevent bike/pedestrian conflict ideally or combined paths that make use of hills etc.

rather than just flat.

Groomed walking trails

Shaded areas to read, some kind of features, things to do. an air pump to find the bike tires. Art

Water fountains/pump at parks would be nice. 

Widen sidewalks and connect the existing trails to provide safe longer bike and walking trails. For

instance many bicycle 12 mile and Pierce northwards. The sketchy bit is between Pierce and 12 mile,

then there are wide sidewalks down past Inglewood park, then sketchy again - not connected going

south for a mile or so. Connecting the trails would make a huge difference. Right now you have to drive

to Rochester (Paint Creek Trail, Macomb Orchard Trail, Clinton River Trail) or Livonia (Hines Drive) etc. to

get safe long trails to ride on.

I would like to see restrooms, seating and bike paths in the parks. I currently have to go to state parks

or the Detroit Riverfront for safe and rideable paths and wish that I could do this right here in

Southfield. The streets in my neighborhood (Sherwood Village) are an abomination and makes it

difficult to ride from home to a park.

6. How has the COVID-19 pandemic changed your usage of Southfield's local parks and
trails? Provide additional details in the comments.

Highly

increased Increased

No

change Decreased

Highly

decreased

Unsure/don't

know

How has it

changed your

usage?

20%

Highly

increased

35%

Increased

25%

No

change

15%

Decreased

2%

Highly

decreased

2%

Unsure/don't

know

40 respondents

2 Agree8 months ago

Kudos to Cathy Fresia of the Parks and Recreation Department for the many walks during this past

year. She has been a breath of fresh air and has encouraged me and others to get out and walk

Southfield's local parks and trails.

7. What additional parks facilities and recreational programs would you like to see
offered in Southfield?

civic center
park

3

nature
1multi use

pathways
1

kid friendly
1 bike trails

2

group
bicycle rides

1

beech
woods park

1

dog park
2

freeway
park

1

inglenook
park

1

nature walks
1

basketball
1

shuttle
service

1

accessibility
2

philip j.
huner park

in troy
1

ice rink
1

special
needs

1outdoor
exercise

1
bike paths

1

senior
citizens

3

volleyball
1

education
2

winter
activities

1

walking
trails

2
playground

2

park
maintenance

2

nature trails
1

walking
paths

1

indoor pool
2

green space
1

indoor
exercise

1

dinosaur hill
in rochester

1

trees
1

basketball
courts

1

trask
1

street
maintenance

1

public art
1

beech
woods golf

course
1

restrooms
1

youth
theater

1

ltu
1

7. What additional parks facilities and recreational programs would you like to see
offered in Southfield?

4 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

The nature trails behind the civic center are under utilized. The last time I visited there was too much

trash, signs in disrepair, overgrown trails and swampy conditions. Improve this area, it is one of our

most precious treasures. Add a nature center while you're at it. Please see Philip J Huner park in Troy, or

Dinosaur Hill in Rochester as an example of how we can improve this valuable natural resource.

Wide interconnected multipurpose paths (walking, bicycling), especially along the major mile roads, 12

mile, 10, mile, Southfield, Evergreen, Lasher. Bike trails in parks connecting to the paths on major mile

roads.

We need rideable streets and good bike trails in Southfield.

bike paths in the woods at our parks (see earlier answer)

Trails at Inglenook groomed for XC skiing in the winter.
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Loading more report objects...

8. Please think about the overall term "Healthy Living" within the City of Southfield.
Please rank the following statements in order of importance as someone who lives,

works, plays, learns in, or visits Southfield. Drag and drop each item to the area labeled,
"Your Top Priority".

32 Respondents

8 months ago

8 months ago

I put the stores/shopping last because we shouldn't be regulating what is sold, people have the option

to buy the vegetables or the cake at Kroger, or to go to Whole Foods vs the liquor store. The city should

focus on infrastructure items like walkways, bike paths, sewer systems, etc.

The program froze on this question every time so I skipped it.

75%

69%

63%

56%

59%

69%

59%

53%

50%

3%

24 

22 

20 

18 

19 

22 

19 

17 

16 

1 

Rank: 3.13

Rank: 3.27

Rank: 3.70

Rank: 3.89

Rank: 4.47

Rank: 4.68

Rank: 4.79

Rank: 5.18

Rank: 6.75

Rank: 10.00

I want more sidewalks and bike lanes to help me increase my physical

activity

I want more active recreational opportunities like parks, trails, and

daily activities within walking and biking distance

I want to live in an environment with clean water, proper sewage

facilities, clean air, and toxin-free soils

I want my community to be a place for all people to live regardless of

age, abilities, or income

I want to have more community gardens and farmers markets to enjoy

locally-grown produce and food

I want to have more public spaces and social activities for chances to

get to know my neighbors and my community

I want more street lighting, crosswalks, and neighborhood watch

programs to help me feel safer

I want to see fewer liquor stores, fast food, convenient, and discount

stores which tend to offer less healthy food options

I want to have healthier and more affordable food options in our

grocery stores

Other

Week 6C Bonus Topic: Beech Woods
Project Engagement

VIEWS

1,054
PARTICIPANTS

348
RESPONSES

1,653
COMMENTS

496
SUBSCRIBERS

89

1. On average, how often do you visit Beech Woods Park?

343 respondents 

50%

20%

16%

10%

4%

A few times per year

A few times per month

Never

Weekly

Daily

2. If you do visit Beech Woods Park, what is the purpose of your typical visit? Choose your
top 3 activities.

zip line
1
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1
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1
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3
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2
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1

outdoor
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1

voting
5
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2. If you do visit Beech Woods Park, what is the purpose of your typical visit? Choose your
top 3 activities.

268 Respondents

23 Agree7 months ago

 7 Agree7 months ago

 4 Agree7 months ago

 1 Agree7 months ago

7 months ago

14 Agree7 months ago

 5 Agree7 months ago

6 Agree7 months ago

Would love to see a splash pad and updated kids playground equipment.

Second this request

Agree

I would love a splash pad!!!

Agree

I would love some nature trails and/or a splash pads. I have 2 kids who love playing outside.

Nature trails for sure!

I would to see a dog park. Southfield is the only city in its mist, besides oak park that has no dog park.

43%

35%

27%

24%

22%

20%

11%

10%

3%

115 

94 

72 

65 

58 

53 

29 

27 

9 

Walking or running

Playground

Driving range

Wellness and exercise activities at the recreation center

Sports activities at the recreation center

Pavilions and group gatherings

Tennis

Other

Camps at the recreation center

5 Agree8 months ago

4 Agree7 months ago

4 Agree7 months ago

4 Agree7 months ago

3 Agree7 months ago

3 Agree7 months ago

3 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

ERROR IGO TO THE DRIVING RANGE ONCE OR TWICE A WEK WE NEED AN OUT DOOR WALKIN TRACK

MADE WITH THE SAME MATERAL THAT THE TRACK AT SOUTHFIELD HIGH SCHOOL.VERY IMPORTANT

FOR SR CITIZENS

Would love to see a splash pad, indoor pool, better indoor facility and more activities. Nature trails. A

nice big rec center like the city of Farmington Hills has built.

A Splash pad, updated playground equipment and more picnic shelters would be optimal

It would be great to see playground equipment for a variety of ages

Would love to see hiking trails with gas fire pits for a community area. Add an arena for outdoor

basketball and ice rink in winter. Also have an area for a community garden.

Would love to see more fun things for children

I would love to see a splash pad and baseball batting cage.

Walking path and splash pad would be great!

Walking paths that allow dogs. Or a dog park.

Would love a splash pad miss having a pool there

Bathrooms that accommodated more than one stall

A splash pad would be nice as well as outside spaces for teen use.

Can we please get a disc golf course SOMEWHERE? I'm tired of traveling to Royal Oak, Kensington, or

Hines Park. It's cheap and fun for all ages ( I'm 56). Thank you.

We have been a Southfield resident for 11 years now, and we have a 5,6 and 9 year old the loves Beech

Woods park. We actually walk there or they ride their bikes every time we go. I would love to see a

splash pad or more things for the kids.

I would use the fitness room and the gym occasionally when it was open. Also loved running up and

down the stairs but I haven't in a while.
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1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

4 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

4 months ago

Nature trails for families and running/walking with a dog!

I would love to see some type of skate park my child is into skateboarding and I think it would be cool

to have that kind of space within an African-American community we always have to go other places. a

splash pad sounds nice as well but my child is older than that.

Splash pad, updated playground

Add one of those water park features that the kids can run through the water and the water buckets

dump on their heads. More playground equipment so more kids can play and social distance at the

same time

Would love a designated walk path. Please no dogs. People don’t clean up behind their animals in the

neighborhood.

Would love a designated walk path! Please no dogs!!!

A splash pad for the kiddos and please bring back the swimming pool! A walking track would also be a

welcomed addition.

We would love to see some sort of zip line to one of the playground equipment. We really enjoy playing

on the ninja course that it seems to have now. We love playing on the tire swing there also.

I would like to have a doggie area to socialize with other doggies.  

Also I like the fitness center a like.  

Whatever happened to the swimming pool???

Agree with everyone else on a splash pad or indoor pool, along with walking trails like that at the high

school

Just a Lovely Park

a restful place for neighbors to visit and enjoy the peace of woods and nature. We do not need to

make money on the park. encourage the commercial development at 9 Nile and Beech.

Years ago, I use to visit several times a week, swimming, exercise classes, golf, driving range. My kids

have grown up and I don't play gofl anymore. I envision a well maintained park, to sit and read, walk,

meet with friends and opportunity for lunch. Exercise equipment for young and old. The driving range

should be maintained and perhaps if possible, a baseball field or track for walking.

Dog park please

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

I would love a splash park and playground for kids. Also add equipment adults can use for physical

fitness. Also an outdoor basketball court that could turn into a ice rink in winter.

I have not been there for decades but have fond memories of going there as a teen/young adult to golf

and ice skate and use the reading room

Dog park can be good options, people who have dog in Southfield, have to go somewhere else for dog

parks.. and those place are far distance

Track for remote control cars

I live across the street and no not want the heavy traffic that will be coming in with lots of visitors. This

will ruin our our quiet neighborhood. I DO NOT WANT THE AMITHEATRE. I’m directly across the street

and don’t want the noise!!!! Plus the traffic!!!!!

Yes to splash pad! A dog park would be cool.

Dog waking

golf

I have two boys and we come to get energy out.

I would like to see the golf course reopend

Soccer space

Would love it if there was another park walking/ jogging path in the city. There are always so many ppl

at Inglenook I am often deterred from going. I think the idea for a splash pad is great, too. Maybe a

community garden or row of fruit trees? I think it'd be pretty and just think of all the proposals and

photography sessions it would draw in. Not sure how many insects/rodents that would bring to the

area... and with the pavilion patrons I'm not sure that'd be a great idea... but I'm also not the expert.

Just my suggestions :-)

Reopen the golf course.

Love the programming and wellness center offered at beechwood! A nicely graded, ADA accessible

walking path would be beautiful! A designated, well kept dog park would be a plus for our pet-loving

residents.

Smaller parking lot

Nature trails with mountain bike trails would be an awesome addition for the city!
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7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

I was at Red Oaks today, and they had a sensory trail. I also would like a changing story book trail. More

for kids and adults alike.

It was a great, accessible and affordable golf course. We were surprised when it closed a few years ago

and really miss it!

Wonder why the golf course couldn’t be reinstated

Used to play golf

Golf

The last year has been horrible without the Beechwood.

Please make sure the playground is handicap accessible for all

Golf

Wood like the ⛳ open back up.

Pokémon

Golf COURSE

Company

A merry go round would be very cool there

Reopen Golf Course!!! Make money for the city.

Golfing

Don’t want it closed, but willing to go along with majority

I came more often when the golf course was open

I used to come when there was a golf course there. Didn’t visit at all last year.

Bring back the golf course I loved play there

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

meetings

Baseball diamond

I agree a splash pad and rink that can be used for outside basketball in summer and ice rink in winter.

Add a few gas fire pits for outdoor use. Also like adding some hiking trails with an area for a neighbor

hood community garden

I have used the driving range, the golf course and when my sons and grandson were younger - I

frequently brought them for summer camps and golf camps. I also come there for walking, and meet

my bike riding buddies there. OH! For picnics too (pre-covid)

I would love to see the driving range updated more with better yardage signs and flags to hit to. It

would also be great if there was a short game area for pitching, chipping, and bunker shots.

Gathering with friends

Meet at the playground

No comment

Golf

Yes I have been a southfield resident for over 25 years and I golf there once or twice a week.

Golf when it was open

Voting

Golfing

Golf course

Driving Range

Voting

Walking/hiking with our dogs

Voting

-61-



7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

Voting

Geocaching

Destination to bike to. Take a break there.

Enjoying nature

Construction

Rouge River Clean up

Sitting and having lunch

Voting

construction

3. What do you like most about Beech Woods Park? What do you like least?

playground
19

driving
range

12

indoor
walking

track
1

fitness
center

8

golf
18

street
lighting

1

fitness
1

sauna
1

privacy
9

water
1

trails
1

nature trails
2

crime
1

walking path
2

water
feature

2

splash pad
4

basketball
3

sports
1

trees
3

picnic
shelters

5

dog
waste

1
walking

trails
4

light
pollution

1

walking
track

1

accessible
5

close
proximity

15

outdoor
exercise

1

kid friendly
3

healthy
living

1

meetings
2dog park

4
pool

5

park
maintenance

14

tennis
3

senior
citizens

1

social
gatherings

1

patroling
1 parking

1

dog
friendly

1 nature
10

walking
paths

2
picnic tables

2

education
1

bathrooms
1

3. What do you like most about Beech Woods Park? What do you like least?

11 Agree8 months ago

8 Agree8 months ago

7 Agree7 months ago

6 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree4 months ago

1 Agree4 months ago

1 Agree4 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

Wooded setting. I would like to see more walking trails.

I feel like I am in the country with the wooded and calm setting

I don’t like that there aren’t any dog parks at all in Southfield. Give responsible dog owners a safe place

to exercise and socialize their dogs.

I love the space of the facility. I also like that the sheds are close to the park. I dont like that there arent

additional amenities on all that land!

Like most: convenient, relaxing, and well kept 

Like least: there are a lot of cars that come over there to smoke weed or do other things early in the AM

or after dark. Would like to see it patrolled more often to cut down on this. 

Additionally, most people that walk their dogs through there don’t clean up after them.

I like that it's wooded and a good location.

I love the location, off the beaten path, yet very accessible with a country field. I have never liked the

condition of the park. Maintenance looked like a forgotten chore. Bushes need to be trimmed, cut back,

get rid of mosquitoes and do something about the water, clean it up! It should not look like a

wasteland.  

I haven't been to BeechWoods since I was a kid, just not "on my radar"

I like that we have a facility that can serve the community alongside the Civic Center. I dislike the

amount of attention it's received over the years and the state of disrepair its in.

I like the peace and serenity. The trees provide shade so it is very comfortable. The in door rec center

has been a great place to host our association meetings. I am part of the Beechwood acres Homeowner

Association. At one point the registered associations in the neighborhood could use the picnic shed at

no charge for our events. Would like that reinstated.

It’s quiet!!!

It’s quiet!!!!

I like the exercise room. Wish it was larger.

I like the trees. A walking path would be nice.
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1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

Easy access, lovely parking area near play ground and indoor area for meetings. Grounds are

surrounded by beautiful trees. It is a peaceful park.

It needs more activities and places to gather.

I love the privacy that the picnic area has

I love the isolation and intimate environment. Not user friendly and limited outdoor resources

Easy access for walks. Really like he exercise classes that used to be there. 

Walking trails would be great, along with improvement of the sidewalk/trail along Beech Road from the

entrance to Beech Woods to Nine Mile. Don't like the lights on the driving range that are frequently on

until after dusk.

The privacy and cleanliness

Like most: open spaces for walking Like least: needs better maintenance

What I like least is that there are no lights on 9 Mile Road. I'd love to bicycle from my home to the facility

but it is so completely dark I can't do so.  

Needs to be cleaned up.

I like the Driving Range, especially finally getting new golf Balls.

I like that it is a great way to connect with nature. Needs to be cleaned up and more outdoor activitives

for people of all ages. Most of our parks are set up for the healthy able-bodied citizens. I would like to

see extended areas to gather take a stroll for those on canes, walkers, wheel chairs. Connect

transportation (TOSS)...include designs for all levels

Nature

Great scenery just not much to do

Trails need to be groomed. Maybe some activities through out.

Pre-pandemic we liked the wellness center. It was nice to have an affordable option close to home.

Nature and park area.

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

The nature area and quiet opportunities for residents

Children's play area, meeting space, voting, free picnic area, and wellness center. 

Least liked- noise

Love the woods and natural setting. Sad that it is underutilized. Walking/hiking trail would be GREAT.

Want Other entrances so the traffic will not be coming off Beech! (In front of my home)!

Close to home is the biggest benefit. My child loves the playground. Sometimes when the park is empty

there are suspicious vehicles in the parking lot. More police patrol would make it feel safer.

Nature trails, Disc golf, Splash pad,

The playground is great 

The least is the pool is gone

I grew up wth beechwood (lived in green dolphin subdivision). Back then tennis, the playground, the

pool, and basketball courts, and driving range were our favorite things. Now that I have kids of my own,

i would like to see an updated splash pad, bring back the golf course, improve the shelter area, and

update the playscape to be larger. I can’t speak to the indoor amenities as I haven’t been inside in

years, but I’m sure it all needs to be updated

I like the location and playground. I don't like that there is so much space for golf and no space for

nature trails.

Driving range and golf course. Need to reopen golf course.

The tennis courts and driving range.

Golf

I like it’s location and I strongly dislike that the golf course has been closed.

I like that there are woods between the playground and the street. It’s a nice sized playground that feels

contained. Some of the equipment needs upgrading or repairs.

Unfortunately, I do not like much about the area and it seems to be very underutilized and not well

kept.

Spacious pavilion
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7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

Natural setting

It’s a beautiful area and a branch of the Rouge river runs thru it.  

The Wellness Center is very small. Its equipment is dated and not optimally maintained. The area is not

air conditioned and no water machine is available. Additionally, the restrooms need electrical outlets

available for people to use for grooming after working out or playing in the gym.

I have been trying to advocate for a dog walking area/park somewhere in Southfield maybe this could

be an option

The parking lot is awful

I like the driving range. It’s like a hidden gem. But I really miss the 9 hole course.

Accessibly and varrying playground equipment by child's age. I also love having picnic tables right by

the playground.

Small dog park

I like the kids playground equipment and the indoor accommodations. 

The outdoor pavillions and picnic areas could use some updating and remodeling

Plenty of indoor courts for league play. I can watch multiple games simultaneously.

Most.., Free fitness classes .  

Least.., Walking trails appropriate for disabled and elderly,

The playground has areas for all ages of kids to keep them active. Even a handicap area.

I like it's close by and very accessible. I don't like the absence of the pool and water features for the

kids, also the slides need to be replaced.

The golf course closing! It was very upsetting to see my city course close. The city lost a gem for the city.

The park and wellness center

Accessible 

Pavilion updated 

Wellness Center 

No water feature or outdoor 

play area 

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

The golf course was beautiful and challenging. We just need to build up low areas to prevent flooding.

Location, activities

I like the pavilion and picnic tables.  

I like the clean secure bathrooms that are outside.  

I like the fitness center.  

I don’t like that there isn’t a sauna.

Not getting an answer on the question of closing the golf course.

All of it. I would love a splash pad and qalking path

I love the nature around it, as well as the playground. It's a nice place to get away and walk. I would love

to see the park to include some kind of water activity.

Driving range 

We don’t have the golf course to llat

Driving range. Please replace the plastic tees though...many are missing.

Tot playground, meeting room, picnic area, tennis courts,

The nature trail and the rock formation.

I loved the peaceful atmosphere of the park. Park for the kids is top notch as well

Sports and wellness

Proximity to my house is great. The space feels outdated.

I enjoy the driving range. I hate that the course shut down.

Its such a large, spacious area!

Never crowded.

Location
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7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

Wellness Ctr. What I like least is that the indoor walking track has limited hours.

NA

The space of the facility.

The nature environment

It is very convenient and close to my home

I like the playground but wish there was a splash pad for the kids as well.

Nice area.

I’d like a dog park and a swimming pool.

I love having a play area for the children, I love the driving range in the neighborhood a d I love the

wooded park area

The wooded surrounding area.

Golfing

Need more walking trails. The park is beautiful

The beauty of the park, but need more walking trails

I do like the playground

Very Friendly Neighborhood Park

It's close to my house and there is not much available to us in the 8/Inkster area. We used to have the

John Grace Center

I like it's close to home to walk to and my kids can play. Would like to have more summer play option

like a splash pad. Would like to have my activities for my toddlers.

I do not visit.

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

It very close to my home. I am.unawre of outdoor walking trail.

Locatio

The playground was nice when my children was younger, 5 years ago.

Love the location

The kids love the playscape. I like that it’s never to busy or crowded.

The calmness and surroundings of this hidden gem.

Love the location. Need to go check it out

Love driving range

It needs a walking trail/track, I like the location back from the road.

The driving range and golf course

I always loved going to play basketball at beech woods park. I enjoyed the interaction we could have

with other players after school. I just wish there was more happening on the daily at beech woods like

events, games, political education, school related group sessions etc

Cleanliness

I love the close proximity to my house and the all access play structure.

I like the facility most. I dislike the limited hours of such a great facility, and I also dislike that the golf

course isnt operational

I love the playground to walk to with my grandkids. I used to enjoy the gym also

N/a

I typically only go there when one of my kids has an activity at the recreation center. Otherwise I would

not visit. It's not the most desirable park. The playscape area is small and does not have a good use of

the beautiful space.
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8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I like that it is generally a quiet place to have lunch. I like least that it doesn’t have a pool, preferably

outdoors.

I like what it offers and I would workout there but there is not enough equipment. The facility is nice.

Golf and the Range

Miss the pool.

I used to visit Beech Woods for the fitness facility, but I haven't been in years. It was a great facility, it's

just out of my way now.

4. What do you think are the most important considerations for the future of Beech
Woods Park? Please choose your top 2 options.

kid friendly
3

shelters
1indoor pool

4

tennis
1

trees
1

splash pad
6

dog park
4

golf
8

romulus
1

livonia
1

walking
track

1
birthday
parties

1

troy aquatic
center

1

pool
1

landscaping
1

4. What do you think are the most important considerations for the future of Beech
Woods Park? Please choose your top 2 options.

197 Respondents

8 Agree7 months ago

6 Agree7 months ago

4 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

4 months ago

Splash pad or dog park would be nice.

An indoor pool for lap swimming would be a great addition

An indoor pool would be wonderful!

Splash pad, more activities for kids

This area has beautiful mature trees and woods. Would like to have nature trails to complement the

nature beauty of the neighborhood

5. What would you like to see changed or added to Beech Woods Park?

baseball
2

driving
range

1

volleyball
1

indoor
track

1

family
2 kensington

1

gazebo
1

lower
huron
park
1security

1

water
feature

2
nature trails

2

entertainment
3

walking
paths

3

parking
1

ice
skating

1

kid friendly
4

playground
4

outdoor
activities

2

soccer
1

golf
21

fire pits
1

nature
walks

1

dog park
10

mosquitos
2

elevators
1

asl
1

trails
3

green
infrastructure

1

winter
activities

4

passive
park
1

biking
2

pedestrian
amenities

1

walking
trails

7

indoor pool
5

park
maintenance

4

ampitheater
1

disc golf
1

skiing
2 exercise

room
2

troy
aquatic
center

1
hiking

2

splash pad
18

landscaping
1

walking
track

1 connectivity
1

basketball
1

special
needs

1

bike
trails
1

accessible
4

outdoor
exercise

2

pool
10

nature
1

community
garden

1

tennis
1

shelters
2

yoga
1

bathroom
1

fitness
3

restrooms
1maintenance

2

42%

37%

28%

28%

18%

17%

9%

82 

73 

56 

55 

36 

34 

17 

Nature trails and wildlife watching

Unique recreation facilities and programs

Lower impact activities and places for relaxing

Landscape restoration and preservation

Events & group options

Organized sports facilities and activities

Other
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5. What would you like to see changed or added to Beech Woods Park?

14 Agree8 months ago

11 Agree8 months ago

5 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

Either restore the golf course or make it available for walking/hiking/cross country skiing.

I would like to see more family activities at Beech Woods Park. For years we enjoyed the pool and the

golf course. Now that they are gone, a splash pad similar to what they have at Kensington and a put put

golf or something like that would be wonderful

Indoor swimming pool.

Dog park

A dog park please!

6. How often do you frequent parks outside of Southfield?

kid friendly
2

nature
1

dog park
1

fire pits
1

entertainment
1splash pad

1

ketchum
park

1

family
1

restrooms
1

green
infrastructure

1

golf
1

detroit
riverfront

1

heritage
park

6

lakeshore
park

1

hiking
1

beverly park
1

rotary park
1

mayberry
park

1

hines park
1

fitness
1

red oaks
park

1

public art
1

6. How often do you frequent parks outside of Southfield?

195 respondents 

43%

31%

16%

8%

3%

A few times a year

A few times a month

Weekly

Never

Daily

6 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

1 Agree7 months ago

Southfield has some of the best parks in the region. Occasionally I go to Heritage Park in Farmington

Hills. They have rest rooms.

Because I have three kids that loves the water, we do go to Heritage park in Farmington Hills often for

the splash pad.

I walk at Rotary Park in Livonia because it is a halfway point for a family member. I sometimes take my

grandchildren to Heritage Park in Farmington Hills.

No comment

I think Heritage Park in Farmington Hills the gold standard against which other parks can be measured

7. What attracts you to these parks (skip question if answered "never")? Feel free to
upload photos as well!

privacy
1

farm
1

ghost walk
1

nature
6

hiking
2social

gatherings
2

group
activities

2 ketchum
park

2 family
4

splash pad
2

maintenance
1

pedestrian
amenities

1dog park
1 kid friendly

2

heritage
park

2

interpretive
1 trails

4

o'hair park
1

water
feature

1

water
2
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7. What attracts you to these parks (skip question if answered "never")? Feel free to
upload photos as well!

3 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

4 months ago

Different amenities especially water related (splash pads, etc)

Ability to camp. I also love Belle Isle to be close to the water. So a man made pond would be nice. Stock

it with fish.

I go to other parks if I'm in the area, not for any particular feature.

To see nature around us - walking trails and bike paths

availability of canoeing, swimming, picnics, sledding, ice skating, children's play area.

8. Please share any additional thoughts or comments you have on Beech Woods,
Southfield parks, or parks in general. Again, feel free to upload any photos as well!

maintenance
2

basketball
1

dog park
1

8. Please share any additional thoughts or comments you have on Beech Woods,
Southfield parks, or parks in general. Again, feel free to upload any photos as well!

6 Agree8 months ago

5 Agree8 months ago

4 Agree7 months ago

3 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

I would love to see more amenities at Southfield Parks! Specifically splash pads, rope courses, rock

climbing walls, a skating park and zip lining area.

I think there is a need for at least one centrally located dog park in Southfield, especially with the

Pandemic when many people adopted dogs. We belong to a few in other communities and they seem

very low maintenance. I also hear the community comment on the need for outdoor basketball courts.

We pay a lot in taxes. In fact one of the highest. I think we should have a lot more to show by way of

family entertainment and activities.

I think Ms Fields has done a outstanding job planning and scheduling events for all, senior citizen

included.

An outdoor area for weekly concerts in the summer so we can bring chairs/blankets and food and drink

while enjoying the music. Offer different local entertainment each week like rock, jazz, Beatles cover

band, zydeco, rap, etc. People can choose one or all. This was done in a suburb of Chicago where I lived

and it was a popular place to go once a week on summer evenings! It really brought family, friends and

the community together.

What is your age?

75 Respondents

25%

19%

19%

16%

13%

5%

3%

0%

0%

19 

14 

14 

12 

10 

4 

2 

0 

0 

66-75

36-45

46-55

56-65

26-35

Over 75

18-25

Under 18

Prefer not to answer
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Loading more report objects...

What is your race/ethnicity?

What is your gender?

31 respondents 

58%

39%

3%

0%

Female

Male

Prefer not to answer

Others

What is your highest formal education level?

29 Respondents

45%

31%

17%

7%

0%

13 

9 

5 

2 

0 

Bachelor's Degree

Graduate or Professional Degree

Some College

Associate's Degree

High School/GED

Week 7A: Northland Redevelopment
All comments for Week 7A: Northland Redevelopment

charter
school

1

outlet mall
1

adaptive
reuse

2

northland
history

4

sewers
1

no party
stores

1

low income
housing

1

excitement
1

public safety
3

homeless
shelter

1

storage
1

green space
1

mcm design
1

investment
property

1

greenfield
commercial

2

public art
1

public
transit

3

no
marijuana

1

mixed
income

1

zero lot lines
2

alternative
energy

2

urban
center

1

pedestrians
2

flooding
1

mixed use
1 destination

2

job creation
1

water
treatment

1

Project Engagement

VIEWS

64
PARTICIPANTS

39
RESPONSES

437
COMMENTS

33
SUBSCRIBERS

22
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1. Regarding the Contour Development Group approved mixed-use redevelopment of the
former Northland Shopping Center parcel, which of the following components of Phase I
do you feel will be most impactful to the City of Southfield and surrounding area? Please

choose your top option.

39 Respondents

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

Would be nice to see a version where the parking lots are flipped with the building footprints along

Greenfield. As a pedestrian, it would be nice to have direct visual access to the businesses/store

windows in those buildings as well as being drawn around the corner at the new East-West boulevards.

As public transportation options increase, it will be easier to abandon excess parking spaces if they're in

the inboard motor-courts.

No party/liquor stores

I'm excited about all of it.

36%

15%

15%

10%

8%

5%

3%

3%

3%

3%

0%

14 

6 

6 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Mixed-use buildings along Greenfield Rd frontage (commercial ground

floor with residential above)

New multi-family residential units (studio, 1-, and 2-bedroom units)

8-10' wide multi-use perimeter pathway along Greenfield Rd and

integrated pedestrian pathway network linking main building

entrances to the public pathway system/public transit stops as well as

throughout the whole development

Entry features, signage, architectural features that pay homage to the

original Northland Mall development

Adaptive reuse of the Hudson's building into a food hall, office,

entertainment venue, and retail uses

Increased greenspace and landscaping as well as implementation of

innovative stormwater techniques

Public art and pedestrian amenities creating continuity throughout the

development

Retention and reuse of the property's underground tunnels for retail

and residential parking

Use of Mid-Century Modern architecture and design features

Other

Public gathering space

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

A lot of neat ideas, but business along Greenfield is what you have to get first. Be careful not to over-

define what it should become and put too many constraints on the developers, we need to adapt to the

market which could shift greatly post covid. 

With my choice of paying homage to the original shopping center, I believe that would take into account

Mid-Century Modern design, and also include public art; since so much public art was part of the

original plan.
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2. Thinking about the ideas that have been discussed as potential future phases of the
Contour Development Group mixed-use redevelopment project, which of the following

do you feel would be of most value and most impactful to the City of Southfield and
surrounding area? Please choose up to 3 options.

38 Respondents

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

 1 Agree8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

The proposed development looks like the beginning of something great! Continued prioritization of

pedestrian-oriented street-fronts (not parking lots) will maintain the momentum of foot traffic

throughout the new development.

I see both questions so far talk about adaptive re-use of parts of the old Northland. For me there is

nothing iconic or historic enough to warrant forcing re-use - if the developer can creatively re-use to

save money OK, but don't force it if there is nothing there to pull people in.

Northland was one of the first shopping centers and at the time one of the largest. There is

definitely nostalgia associated with Northland for certain populations that may help to maintain

some of the character of the site and area and make them still feel part of the community rather

than displaced.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northland_Center

61%

45%

24%

21%

21%

16%

13%

11%

11%

11%

5%

23 

17 

9 

8 

8 

6 

5 

4 

4 

4 

2 

Downtown atmosphere and mix of shops/entertainment/dining to

attract a younger crowd

Outdoor greenspace/gathering area

Restoration and adaptive reuse of the Northland Power Plant building

for a clubhouse/fitness center, bar & grill, or art house

Entertainment venue

Multi-family condominium units

Outdoor water feature/pond with fountain

Multi-family residential loft units (apartments)

Hotel and convention center

Senior housing

Walk-up townhouse units

Other

8 months ago

8 months ago

Low income housing

Continuity of mixed-use and mixed-income development

-71-



3. The following suggestions and ideas were given for the redevelopment of the
Northland Mall property as part of the public input portion of our 2014 City of Southfield

Master Plan update. Which would you like to see considered in future phases of the
Contour Development plan?

37 Respondents

2 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

In Southfield, there are presently multiple "Centers of it all..." a non-vehicular mass transit system with

nodes, if not a hub, at the municipal/civic, business/office, and mercantile/urban centers may be the

thing that pulls it together as a single composition.

Mass transit needs gov't backing to happen so that would need to be a city focus, the rest you need to

let the developers and the market fit in what will work. A museum for Northland - sorry no.

32%

32%

32%

22%

22%

19%

16%

16%

16%

14%

14%

8%

8%

3%

12 

12 

12 

8 

8 

7 

6 

6 

6 

5 

5 

3 

3 

1 

Dog park or dog run

Indoor recreational center: basketball, paintball, archery, racquetball,

soccer, etc.

Mass transit hub

Indoor water park with pool

Museum including but not limited to Northland Mall memorabilia

Minor league ballpark

Aquarium

Outlet mall

Smaller scale sports arena

Art gallery

Convention center

Low income housing

Retail big box store

Other

8 months ago

8 months ago

Water treatment facility

Vacant green space

4. What community events would you like to see held at the future redeveloped
Northland site?

38 Respondents

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

Amphitheater and Studio Availability are not community events, the question isn't well curated.

Commercial vehicle storage space

Homeless housing

66%

42%

42%

37%

37%

34%

29%

26%

13%

11%

8%

3%

25 

16 

16 

14 

14 

13 

11 

10 

5 

4 

3 

1 

Outdoor annual art festival like Art Prize

Ampitheater

DIA Inside Out displays

Indie craft presence: shows, markets, etc.

Live work artist studio availability

Winter ice sculpture contest

Live musicians throughout

Specialty shows & conventions: beading, scrapbooking, pottery, etc.

Fiberglass animal sponsorship and design challenge

Gallery crawls

Battle of the Bands

Other

-72-



5. Which of the following other uses would you like considered for future development at
the site?

36 Respondents

4 Agree8 months ago

 1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

We want to grow our tax base and population. Logistics and light industrial won't do that. Further, we

don't want more heavy truck traffic on our roads.

Solar/wind power generating station

Police station

would create jobs

Charter school

39%

36%

28%

8%

3%

3%

14 

13 

10 

3 

1 

1 

Research & tech center

None of the above

Amusement/adventure park

Light industrial

Logistics center (i.e. shipping & trucking facility)

Other

6. Do you have any other comments that you would like to share about the
redevelopment of the former Northland Center site?

4 Agree8 months ago

4 Agree8 months ago

4 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I am looking forward to the adaptive re-use of the existing mall and Hudson's building with the creation

of the Hudson City Market.

I thing what is purposed to be built on this site will have a very positive look for residents and those

who visit the site. 

8-10' wide multi-use perimeter pathway along Greenfield Rd and integrated pedestrian pathway

network linking main building entrances to the public pathway system/public transit stops as well as

throughout the whole development

Continue to display photos/memorabilia from Northland in order to honor it. But also, consider the

needs of today’s demographics. We don’t need more small store fronts. Housing and/or entertainment

(art galleries, sports arenas, amphitheaters, etc) would draw people toward the area.

Create investment property

Sell for over $30,000,000.00 to pay for sewers that continue to flood communities south of 8 mile

Concerns that if the area brings in a "younger" crowd there will be chances of possible criminal activity.

Not a fan of a marijuana facility

It's concerning that the map that leads into the questions on the redevelopment has North pointing in

the wrong direction. What other details were missed?

Outlet stores sound good

I think that site needs to be treated as a jewel of the city. A strong, friend (but responsive) public safety

presence. People should feel safe to live, play and enjoy eateries and/or events there. Surrounding

landmarks and business/buildings should be encouraged to revive their facades to support the new

construction. This shouldn't just be a flash project, but a lasting development.

No data to display...
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7. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

11

88

2



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

8. If you haven't already (you do not need to do more than once), please enter your
contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield 2026 process and
to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but appreciated!) Please note

your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any time.

No data to display...

Week 7B: Economic Development
All comments for Week 7B: Economic Development
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1
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1
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1
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1
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1
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1

finance
1
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reuse

1
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1
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1
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1
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1

parking
2

landfill
1
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1
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2

destination
2
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schools

1

Project Engagement

VIEWS

37
PARTICIPANTS

31
RESPONSES

1,113
COMMENTS
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SUBSCRIBERS
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1. Please rate the level of concern you have for the following economic challenges we
face within the City of Southfield and the region as a whole:

Not

concerned

Somewhat

concerned

Unsure/don't

know Concerned

Very

concerned

Attracting and retaining

young professionals

7%

Not

concerned

11%

Somewhat

concerned

4%

Unsure/don't

know

56%

Concerned

22%

Very

concerned

Aging population and

declining young adult

population

3%

Not

concerned

14%

Somewhat

concerned

7%

Unsure/don't

know

45%

Concerned

31%

Very

concerned

Providing more

opportunities for trade-

skills/vocational training

7%

Not

concerned

20%

Somewhat

concerned

20%

Unsure/don't

know

23%

Concerned

30%

Very

concerned

Attracting high-paying

skilled jobs

7%

Not

concerned

7%

Somewhat

concerned

7%

Unsure/don't

know

45%

Concerned

34%

Very

concerned

Improving and Expanding

infrastructure to support

and encourage

industrial/commercial

regional growth

3%

Not

concerned

23%

Somewhat

concerned

13%

Unsure/don't

know

47%

Concerned

13%

Very

concerned

Improving and expanding

the local tax base through

non residential

development

-

Not

concerned

4%

Somewhat

concerned

14%

Unsure/don't

know

54%

Concerned

29%

Very

concerned

Seeking a balance in

quality of life and growth

management

-

Not

concerned

3%

Somewhat

concerned

14%

Unsure/don't

know

52%

Concerned

31%

Very

concerned

Providing affordable

housing

12%

Not

concerned

19%

Somewhat

concerned

15%

Unsure/don't

know

42%

Concerned

12%

Very

concerned

Providing affordable

childcare

11%

Not

concerned

21%

Somewhat

concerned

7%

Unsure/don't

know

39%

Concerned

21%

Very

concerned

Providing adequate

education

7%

Not

concerned

4%

Somewhat

concerned

7%

Unsure/don't

know

26%

Concerned

56%

Very

concerned

Encouraging green

building and sustainable

development

3%

Not

concerned

7%

Somewhat

concerned

3%

Unsure/don't

know

31%

Concerned

55%

Very

concerned

30 respondents

4 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

About infrastructure, we need more choices of high speed ISPs. Comcast and At&t have a monopoly

and do not provide a level playing field for affordable high speed broadband.

I am not concerned with education because we have strong school districts in the city, nor with

affordable housing because we have a wide range of housing options/costs. We have done a great job

with road infrastructure, left neutral because I wasn't sure what else we need for business growth.

Attracting high paying jobs and young families are the top ones - want people to live here and need

young families to keep the population up.
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2. Historically the City of Southfield has been the economic and business center and hub
of Oakland County. Do you believe this role is changing? Please explain your answer in

the comments.

27 respondents 

44%

30%

26%

0%

Yes

No

Unsure/don't know

Other

4 Agree8 months ago

3 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree8 months ago

 1 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

With remote working I think we will see more people migrate out into the country, big risk for inner ring

suburbs like ourselves unless we have things to attract people to do near where they live.

Remote working will be staying in the future so less offices. Yet people need to get out of the house so

more places to meet and work are needed. 

Going forward, more people will work remotely.

Southfield is still the Hub. We continue to bring new business to the city and continue to ensure the

residents are updated and the city continues to strife in providing essential services . 

More people are working from home due to the pandemic, which will have long-lasting effects on the

office market in Southfield.

I am optimistic that companies will continue to need office space. Team building for an effective

workforce cannot happen from home. Staff supervision is harder remotely. Customers need to

come to the office to interact with human beings.

the tons of vacancies in the massive office buildings (mostly pre-pandemic) would indicate yes. we need

more actual reasons to visit southfield beyond 'it's where i work', because it's no longer where everyone

works.

It seems the Novi area of Oakland is doing a better job of attracting new business along with newer

housing options

We have to keep up with building a real community. Young families want to connect in their community

and have their children connect.

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

More abandoned commercial space space sp

Create more ghetto like conditions like west of telegraph

novi, farmington and troy seem to be expanding
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3. Creating and maintaining a diversified economic base is key to sustained economic
growth and prosperity. If you could promote and target economic business development
and growth, which of the following sectors would be a good fit for Southfield and would

give us the best "bang for our buck"? Choose your top 3.

30 Respondents

50%

47%

47%

37%

33%

33%

27%

17%

13%

13%

7%

7%

3%

3%

3%

0%

0%

0%

0%

15 

14 

14 

11 

10 

10 

8 

5 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Technology & research

Bio-Tech/research

Health/medical/life services

Leisure/recreation/hospitality/entertainment

Educational

Information technology/computers

Arts & culture

Financial/banking

Automotive

Defense/advanced security

Legal

Wholesale/warehouse

Heavy industrial

Light industrial

Retail

Aviation

Insurance/real estate services

Manufacturing

Other

2 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

Health and bio-tech will be growth industries or at least will never go away, there will always be need

for doctors and medicine. Finance and banking could also be a good area because of the constancy and

the example we have of companies like Rock and UWM form the Detroit area.

Parking

Landfill, junk yard
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4. Providing and finding available land to accommodate any of the above services is a
planning challenge in many of the communities within the region. If you could help shape

economic development in Southfield, what land use strategies would you favor or
support? Please choose up to 3.

29 Respondents

1 Agree8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

8 months ago

I picked the ones that are within Southfield's control - re-use and re-focus of our existing buildings and

areas. We can't prevent sprawl and strip development, and we are pretty fully developed so preventing

scattered development doesn't make sense.

Gun and ammunition sales, shooting range

Heliport/ airport

76%

52%

41%

34%

24%

17%

17%

14%

10%

7%

3%

3%

22 

15 

12 

10 

7 

5 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Renovate/recycle existing underutilized and vacant buildings and

establish business incubators

Promote compact and vibrant mixed-use centers

Promote mixed use development

Promote business/industrial eco-parks and sustainable commercial

shopping areas

Prevent premature and scattered development

Discourage suburban sprawl

Encourage transit-oriented development

Allow neighborhood-based businesses in residential areas

Prevent/discourage strip development along transportation corridors

Encourage high density growth at interchanges/major intersections

Create provisions to permit certain home-based businesses

Other

5. What do you feel are Southfield's biggest economic strengths, and which are most
important to continue to focus and capitalize on? Choose your top 3.

28 Respondents

1 Agree8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

these are two different questions asked as one...

Deer hunting

More vacant office

54%

50%

46%

21%

21%

14%

14%

14%

14%

11%

7%

7%

7%

7%

15 

14 

13 

6 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

City services and facilities

Central location

Easy access by freeways

Affordable and quality housing stock

Business-friendly community

Entertainment and cultural amenities

School system

Streamlined regulations (i.e. Redevelopment Ready Certification)

Free parking

Walkable City Centre district

Non-motorized and motorized transportation/transit options

Tax incentives for businesses

Skilled workforce

Other
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8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

Large concert hall

Low income housin

Our schools need to be a priority. It's central location and availability of jobs would be much bigger

attractions to younger families if they felt comfortable with the school system. Family's biggest priority

for their kids is typically school system. This likely would be a state level situation.

which are most important to continue to focus and capitalize on: Affordable and quality housing stock,

City services and facilities (though the sports areas by the library needs more trees!!!), Streamlined

regulations (i.e. Redevelopment Ready Certification)

Free parking, excellent fiber-optic network and NO city income tax

6. The U.S. is facing a shortage of skilled trade laborers due to several factors, including a
cultural emphasis on obtaining a four-year college degree and an increasing number of

retiring Baby Boomers.  

Researchers have stated that increased emphasis on vocational training and education in
lieu of four-year degree programs is an important step in the United States becoming

more competitive in the manufacturing industry in the age of Artificial Intelligence as well
as closing the income gap. How can the City of Southfield best encourage this needed

shift? Choose up to three options that you believe would have the biggest impacts.

28 Respondents

2 Agree8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

Southfield Public Schools used to have a robust vocational program. Either help rebuild and subsidize a

new program or advertise and encourage Southfield Schools to incorporate Oakland County's Oak-Tech

program more heavily and/or make it a semester requirement for graduation.

Charter schools

64%

57%

50%

43%

32%

14%

11%

4%

4%

18 

16 

14 

12 

9 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Encourage Southfield businesses to offer apprentice programs

Work with Southfield Public Schools to emphasize and educate their

students on the benefits of a career in the skilled trades

Work with the Southfield Public Schools to incorporate skilled trades

basics into their curriculum from an early age

Facilitate and encourage scholarships for students entering the skilled

trades sector further increasing their Return of Investment over the

cost of a four-year college

Encourage businesses to incorporate technology into their skilled

trades' operations to empower their workers instead of replacing them

(i.e. usage of project scheduling apps, use of VR simulation training,

etc.)

Offer workshops highlighting the benefits of skilled trades through the

City of Southfield and/or Michigan Works! Office

Educate employers on the importance of recognizing and advancing

skilled trade workers within their corporations

Don't know/unsure

Other
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7. As a follow-up to the previous question, please indicate how you much you agree with
the following statement: 

"I believe _________________________ is an advantage of trade school over a four-year
college".

Strongly

agree

Somewhat

agree

Unsure/don't

know

Somewhat

disagree

Strongly

disagree

Less debt and higher Return in

Investment

52%

Strongly

agree

33%

Somewhat

agree

7%

Unsure/don't

know

4%

Somewhat

disagree

4%

Strongly

disagree

Specialized learning 56%

Strongly

agree

26%

Somewhat

agree

7%

Unsure/don't

know

11%

Somewhat

disagree

-

Strongly

disagree

Getting a job sooner 44%

Strongly

agree

37%

Somewhat

agree

15%

Unsure/don't

know

4%

Somewhat

disagree

-

Strongly

disagree

Job security 34%

Strongly

agree

34%

Somewhat

agree

21%

Unsure/don't

know

3%

Somewhat

disagree

7%

Strongly

disagree

Access to high-paying jobs 29%

Strongly

agree

39%

Somewhat

agree

21%

Unsure/don't

know

7%

Somewhat

disagree

4%

Strongly

disagree

Ease in moving up in ranks

through a company

4%

Strongly

agree

39%

Somewhat

agree

29%

Unsure/don't

know

25%

Somewhat

disagree

4%

Strongly

disagree

Higher likelihood of obtaining

a job in one's field of study

58%

Strongly

agree

27%

Somewhat

agree

15%

Unsure/don't

know

-

Somewhat

disagree

-

Strongly

disagree

29 respondents

8. Even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. has seen a sharp increase in home-
based businesses. Many cities are finding their Zoning Ordinances to be antiquated in
permitting low volume/low impact home-based businesses. What types, if any, of the

following would you be comfortable with allowing (with appropriate limitations) within
Southfield's Single Family zoning districts? Choose all that apply.

30 Respondents

8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

Day & nite loitering to limit strangers doing the same in residential neighborhood s. Moniter ed activity

Gambling

77%

70%

63%

60%

53%

53%

50%

47%

43%

40%

37%

30%

20%

3%

3%

23 

21 

19 

18 

16 

16 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 

9 

6 

1 

1 

Music lessons

General office: accounting, consulting, architectural services, web

design, etc.

Photographer

Baker

Fitness: personal training, yoga, etc. (1-2 clients at a time max.)

Internet sales: buying and selling goods online (may have deliveries)

Pet sitting and/or grooming

Florist and/or wedding planning

Computer repair

Art or design studio space

Massage

Personal services: barber shops, beauty salons, nail services

Offering homes for short-term rental (i.e. Air BNB, VRBO, HomeAway)

Other

None of the above
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9. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

6

92

4



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

10. If you haven't already (you do not need to do more than once), please enter your
contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield 2026 process and
to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but appreciated!) Please note

your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any time.

No data to display...

Week 8A: Changing Economy
Project Engagement

VIEWS PARTICIPANTS

45
RESPONSES

1,243
COMMENTS

18
SUBSCRIBERS

25
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1. Even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, shopping patterns began steadily shifting away
from brick & mortar retail stores in favor of online shopping alternatives. Thinking about
yourself and your household as it pertains to the following categories, what percentage

of the following do you typically purchase ONLINE (and have delivered) in lieu of IN-
PERSON shopping?

0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100%

Books 40%

0-25%

19%

26-50%

14%

51-75%

28%

76-100%

Clothing & accessories 28%

0-25%

26%

26-50%

31%

51-75%

15%

76-100%

Collectibles/hobby items 36%

0-25%

26%

26-50%

26%

51-75%

13%

76-100%

Electronics 29%

0-25%

19%

26-50%

31%

51-75%

21%

76-100%

Furniture 70%

0-25%

10%

26-50%

12%

51-75%

8%

76-100%

Gifts for others 15%

0-25%

20%

26-50%

27%

51-75%

39%

76-100%

Groceries & food items 73%

0-25%

7%

26-50%

7%

51-75%

12%

76-100%

Household goods & supplies 46%

0-25%

22%

26-50%

15%

51-75%

17%

76-100%

Pet food & supplies 71%

0-25%

18%

26-50%

5%

51-75%

5%

76-100%

Toys 50%

0-25%

21%

26-50%

13%

51-75%

16%

76-100%

43 respondents

1 Agree7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

I prefer to see things in person and many times enjoy the shopping experience ... especially at

hardware stores.

I like to see my purchases & feel them because items online do not always look the same in person

My preference is to shop in person when possible depending g on what I am buying.

2. Which factors currently affect or could affect your decision in the future to shop IN-
PERSON rather than ONLINE?

41 Respondents

7 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

7 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I definitely prefer to purchase clothing in person. I have had bad experiences purchasing online & the

item did not look like it does online

Can get it right away and don't have to wait

In person shopping also provides the opportunity to get out of the house

Recreational shopping

85%

59%

51%

41%

39%

37%

27%

24%

22%

20%

10%

2%

35 

24 

21 

17 

16 

15 

11 

10 

9 

8 

4 

1 

Ability to try on clothing

Selection of merchandise

Discounts & sales exclusive to in-store shopping

Knowledgeable salespeople

Loyalty programs and exclusive events for in-store shopping

Brand advocates & excellent customer service

Social gathering atmosphere (i.e. Rustbelt Market in Ferndale with

various vendors, a bar, etc.)

Excellent customer reviews

Store design & ambiance

Use of new in-store technology (i.e. Amazon Go with technology that

lets you shop and leave the store without having to check out)

Other

Social media presence
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3. Companies like Amazon, Fed Ex, Domino's Pizza, and Postmates are already testing
and utilizing high-tech ways to get their products and services to their customers. How

comfortable would you be with seeing the following technologically innovative methods
of product delivery in your neighborhood (and assuming they met all relevant Federal,

State, and local requirements regarding privacy, safety, and security)?

Not at all

comfortable

Somewhat

uncomfortable

Unsure/don't

know

Somewhat

comfortable

Extremely

comfortable

Driverless car

deliveries

39%

Not at all

comfortable

15%

Somewhat

uncomfortable

15%

Unsure/don't

know

29%

Somewhat

comfortable

2%

Extremely

comfortable

Home-based

businesses

7%

Not at all

comfortable

19%

Somewhat

uncomfortable

21%

Unsure/don't

know

38%

Somewhat

comfortable

14%

Extremely

comfortable

Robotic

deliveries

22%

Not at all

comfortable

22%

Somewhat

uncomfortable

15%

Unsure/don't

know

32%

Somewhat

comfortable

8%

Extremely

comfortable

More drive-thru

pickup

windows/stations

-

Not at all

comfortable

12%

Somewhat

uncomfortable

5%

Unsure/don't

know

39%

Somewhat

comfortable

44%

Extremely

comfortable

Unmanned air

drone deliveries

32%

Not at all

comfortable

20%

Somewhat

uncomfortable

17%

Unsure/don't

know

27%

Somewhat

comfortable

5%

Extremely

comfortable

Walk-up windows 7%

Not at all

comfortable

12%

Somewhat

uncomfortable

7%

Unsure/don't

know

39%

Somewhat

comfortable

34%

Extremely

comfortable

42 respondents

4. A second round of stimulus checks resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic have just
been sent out. Stimulus checks are intended to stimulate the economy by boosting

consumption and driving revenues at retailers and manufacturers, thereby spurring the
economy. If you received or will be receiving a check, how will you be utilizing the money?
If you are ineligible to receive a stimulus check for whatever reason, what WOULD you do

with the money? Choose your top 3.

41 Respondents

1 Agree8 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

7 months ago

7 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I would love to do more travel and entertainment, but I'm not doing it until my family (and a lot of other

families) are vaccinated.

Home improvements

Home renovation

Have wood floors reconditioned

Home Improvement

Home improvement

Fix things around the house and yard

44%

37%

32%

22%

15%

15%

15%

2%

18 

15 

13 

9 

6 

6 

6 

1 

Save or invest it

Pay off debt

Smaller scale purchases (i.e. clothing, electronics, etc.)

Travel/vacation

Entertainment or dining out

Prefer not to answer

Other

Major purchase (i.e. car or house)
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5. The COVID-19 pandemic forced businesses, especially restaurants, to quickly modify
their typical operation plans in order to remain successful. As a result of the pandemic,

over 3,000 restaurants have had to close their doors, yet others have been able to remain
afloat. Which of the following strategies for restaurants have you tried over the past year?

Choose all that apply.

40 Respondents

7 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

8 months ago

none of the above

pick up order from restaurant

80%

60%

53%

53%

40%

33%

33%

28%

5%

5%

32 

24 

21 

21 

16 

13 

13 

11 

2 

2 

Curbside pickup

Online payment

Contactless delivery

Walk-up windows

Private delivery services (i.e. Door Dash, Grubhub, etc.)

Dine-in reservations made online

Traditional delivery from restaurants

Outdoor or igloo dining

Home meal delivery services (i.e. Blue Apron, Green Chef, etc.)

Other

6. Which of the strategies would you like to see continued by restaurants post-pandemic?
Choose your top 3.

41 Respondents

7. Coming out of the pandemic, what do you think employer's in the office sector should
require of their employees? Choose your preference.

40 respondents 

80%

13%

5%

3%

Hybrid: Work in office, but allow

flexibility to work from home on

occasion

Continue to work remotely

Return to offices to work in-person

Others

3 Agree8 months ago

1 Agree8 months ago

If employees want to work from home and their jobs are allow it they should be able to work from

home part or full time if desired

I think long term we need to be able to meet together in-person, face-to-face to make the connections

needed to keep things going smoothly. Remote working works now because of all the in-person time

ahead of it. If we stayed remote it would slowly break down as new people joined, people retired, etc.

51%

51%

39%

34%

29%

24%

22%

0%

21 

21 

16 

14 

12 

10 

9 

0 

Curbside pickup

Online payment

Dine-in reservations made online

Outdoor or igloo dining

Delivery

Walk up windows

Contactless delivery

Other
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8. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

33



Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Toggle Clustering

9. If you haven't already (you do not need to do more than once), please enter your
contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield 2026 process and
to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but appreciated!) Please note

your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any time.

No data to display...

Week 8B: Marijuana Facilities
All comments for Week 8B: Marijuana Facilities     

marijuana
restaurant

1

home use
only

3

no public
consumption

3

adaptive
reuse

1

publicize
1

ferndale
2

increased
revenue

2

rebranding
1

eight mile rd
4vacant office

buildings
2 medical use

1

separation
requirements

1

crime
1retail

1
property

investment
1

uber
1

industrial
1 light

industrial
1increase

revenue
1

voter
approved

1

provisioning
centers

2

redevelopment
2

consistent
revenue

1

adult use
1

anti
marijuana
facilities

6

location
dependent

1

telegraph rd
1

Project Engagement

VIEWS

66
PARTICIPANTS

54
RESPONSES

343
COMMENTS

19
SUBSCRIBERS

33

MOVE TOGGLE COMMENTS FILTER BY SEGMENT  OPTIONS 
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1. Currently, there is a maximum of 3 locations each permitted for grow, processing, and
provisioning centers in the City of Southfield. Because the City has already approved 3 of

each, we are not taking applications until further notice. How do you feel about the 3-
license cap on each of these facility types?

Too

many

Just

right

Not

enough

Unsure/don't

know

Three (3) Grow facilities within the City is... 38%

Too

many

38%

Just

right

13%

Not

enough

10%

Unsure/don't

know

Three (3) Processing facilities within the

City is...

36%

Too

many

42%

Just

right

14%

Not

enough

8%

Unsure/don't

know

Three (3) Provisioning centers within the

City is...

35%

Too

many

45%

Just

right

10%

Not

enough

10%

Unsure/don't

know

52 respondents

3 Agree8 months ago

 1 Agree7 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

Imagine if Merriweathers became one of the first marijuana dining/tavern places in the city, in the

region. It is such a beautiful roadhouse it deserves a new identity. In Colorado there are numerous

bar/restaurant places that only serve marjiuana, so people don't mix alcohol and weed. Some places

offer weed dinners with all courses infused. But you must use an Uber to get home. I think the city

could benefit. People now can drive to Ferndale and find multiple places. It doesn't seem to cause

anywhere near the ill will that liquor stores do. Processing facilities make sense as a way to utilize a

number of dead office buildings.

Disagree...there are locations on the 8 mile corridor which should be sufficient for the Sourhfield

area.

The City of Southfield does not need these type of facilities!

More licenses is more money for the city (especially provisioning and adult use). This is an industry that

doesn't really suffer during a recession and could provide a consistent funding source. When done right

(don't allow the bright LED lights and signs in the windows, etc), you wouldn't know what is behind

closed doors. They also bring significant investment and can revitalize spaces in the city that have been

vacant or derelict. I am in 100% support of these facilities.

I personally believe that the Marijuana Facilities should not be in our area at all. This will bring

unwanted attention & unsavory traffic in our neighborhood where we frequent to dine to eat, purchase

household items, workout. There are "Plenty" faculties on 8 mile & options available for people to

purchase for medical or recreational purposes.

Do not want any of this is in my community! This is ridiculous- go put these facilities on 8 mile // I DO

NOT APPROVE of these facilities being in my backyard!!!!

2. Which best describes your feeling on Southfield permitting adult use recreational
marijuana license types (limited to certain zoning districts and subject to separation from

other zoning districts and land uses)?

53 Respondents

4 Agree8 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

Let's hope people can get with the times. We suffer a wide number of dead office buildings. A dead

Michigan Inn. Some dead restaurants. if these could be repurposed for the marijuana economy we

could boost Southfield's revenue base. Weed isn't going away. It just will go where it can go. Ferndale

has a thriving set of businesses. Is that what we want?

Depends on The location

Both medical and recreational marijuana were approved by Michigan voters. Some people don't

approve of alcohol use either. Both are legal and can generate income for the city.

There are plenty of other revenue established businesses that could be developed in Southfield besides

Marijuana. Next on the list will be edibles etc. 

All money is not good money.

45%

45%

6%

4%

2%

0%

24

24

3

2

1

0

I was in support of recreational marijuana in 2019, and I still believe it

should be permitted in the City of Southfield

I was NOT in support of recreational marijuana in 2019, and I still do

not believe it should be permitted in the City of Southfield

Unsure/don't know

I was in support of recreational marijuana in 2019, but I no longer

believe it should be permitted in the City of Southfield

I was NOT in support of recreational marijuana in 2019, but I now

believe it should be permitted in the City of Southfield

Other
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7 months ago

7 months ago

7 months ago

Do NOT bring this to our city

The zoning committee and the city council needs to inform ALL residents of the city of southfield of

these plans and not just say we can find out by reading the website. Information can be given on TV

with a public service announcement, which are free! The zoning is also poorly constructed. Why are 3

facilities being allowed that are within a short distance of each other. Furthermore, I was informed by a

city council member that you inform all residents within a 250 foot radius!!! There are probably NO

residents within 250 of either of these locations! This is not a wide enough radius!

Hi Tonya! All cases that go before Planning Commission & City Council are advertised in the

newspaper, on our website, and we are required under the State Zoning Enabling Act to notify all

property owners within 300' of the subject property (and in some instances, we are only legally

required to notify adjacent property owners), however, our policy is to send legal notices to

property owners within 350' for all cases. Regarding the Medical Marihuana uses, depending on

the license type, we have minimum setbacks required from various land uses and from other

licensed facilities. Provisioning Centers, for example, are only permitted in locations that are

greater than 500’ from a residential district, residential use, “Drug-free School Zone”, adult

regulated uses, schools, religious institutions, childcare facilities, parks, or another licensed

Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center and 1,500’ from pawn shops or alternative financial

services establishments. Thanks so much for your input!

3. If recreational use were permitted (with appropriate separation requirements to
various zoning districts and land uses and in accordance with State requirements), what
zoning districts or areas of the City do you feel would be most appropriate for them to

locate?

52 Respondents

4 Agree8 months ago

2 Agree7 months ago

7 months ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

7 months ago

8 months ago

8 months ago

I support personal use, at home, but we don't need areas for public consumption

I agree. Support of personal medical use but no public consumption.

I agree. Personal use at home but not in public areas.

Why focus on 8 mile and Telegraph when Southfield is so much more than that. Any industrial, light

industrial, retail, etc. should be fine.

personal residences

I'd scatter the dispensaries around Southfield. I'd hate to put them all in the south district. It can build

up entertainment districts, as it does in Denver.

25%

25%

23%

23%

21%

6%

13

13

12

12

11

3

Industrial districts on Eight Mile Rd

Prime commercial districts on Telegraph Rd and Northwestern Hwy

near Twelve Mile Rd

Light Industrial districts in industrial parks near Eight Mile Rd

None of the above

Unsure/don't know

Other
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4. Please enter your home zip code. This information is important to the analysis of
responses relative to our master plan update.

42


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Toggle Clustering

5. If you haven't already (you do not need to do more than once), please enter your
contact information to receive updates on our Sustainable Southfield 2026 process and
to be alerted when a new topic is available! (not required but appreciated!) Please note

your information will not be shared, and you can opt out at any time.

No data to display...
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Appendix C:  MPEA 33 of 2008  
MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT - Act 33 of 2008, as amended 

The requirement for Cities to prepare and adopt a Master Plan is from the MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT 33 of 2008, as amended. The 
following excerpts are provided below: 

ARTICLE I Section: 125.3807 - Master plan; adoption, amendment, and implementation by local government; purpose. 

(1) A local unit of government may adopt, amend, and implement a master plan as provided in this act. (2) The general purpose of a master plan 
is to guide and accomplish, in the planning jurisdiction and its environs, development that satisfies all of the following criteria: (a) Is coordinated, 
adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical. (b) Considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its suitability for particular uses, 
judged in terms of such factors as trends in land and population development. (c) Will, in accordance with present and future needs, best 
promote public health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare. (d) Includes, among other things, promotion of or 
adequate provision for 1 or more of the following: (i) A system of transportation to lessen congestion on streets and provide for safe and 
efficient movement of people and goods by motor vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, and other legal users. (ii) Safety from fire and other dangers. 
(iii) Light and air. (iv) Healthful and convenient distribution of population. (v) Good civic design and arrangement and wise and efficient 
expenditure of public funds. (vi) Public utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply and other public improvements. (vii) Recreation. (viii) 
The use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability. 

ARTICLE III. Section 125.3831 - Master plan; preparation by planning commission; meetings with other governmental planning commissions or 
agency staff; powers. Sec. 31.  

(1) A planning commission shall make and approve a master plan as a guide for development within the planning jurisdiction subject to section 
81 and the following: (a) For a county, the master plan may include planning in cooperation with the constituted authorities for incorporated 
areas in whole or to the extent to which, in the planning commission's judgment, they are related to the planning of the unincorporated area or 
of the county as a whole. (b) For a township that on September 1, 2008, had a planning commission created under former 1931 PA 285, or for a 
city or village, the planning jurisdiction may include any areas outside of the municipal boundaries that, in the planning commission's judgment, 
are related to the planning of the municipality.  

(2) In the preparation of a master plan, a planning commission shall do all of the following, as applicable: (a) Make careful and comprehensive 
surveys and studies of present conditions and future growth within the planning jurisdiction with due regard to its relation to neighboring 
jurisdictions. (b) Consult with representatives of adjacent local units of government in respect to their planning so that conflicts in master plans 
and zoning may be avoided. (c) Cooperate with all departments of the state and federal governments, public transportation agencies, and other 
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public agencies concerned with programs for economic, social, and physical development within the planning jurisdiction and seek the maximum 
coordination of the local unit of government's programs with these agencies.  

(3) In the preparation of the master plan, the planning commission may meet with other governmental planning commissions or agency staff to 
deliberate.  

(4) In general, a planning commission has such lawful powers as may be necessary to enable it to promote local planning and otherwise carry out 
the purposes of this act.  

ARTICLE III Section 125.3833 - Master plan; land use and infrastructure issues; inclusion of maps, plats, charts, and other related matter; 
recommendations for physical development; additional subjects; implementation of master street plan or certain elements; specifications; 
section subject to MCL 125.3881(1); public transportation facilities.  

(1) A master plan shall address land use and infrastructure issues and may project 20 years or more into the future. A master plan shall include 
maps, plats, charts, and descriptive, explanatory, and other related matter and shall show the planning commission's recommendations for the 
physical development of the planning jurisdiction.  

(2) A master plan shall also include those of the following subjects that reasonably can be considered as pertinent to the future development of 
the planning jurisdiction:  

(a) A land use plan that consists in part of a classification and allocation of land for agriculture, residences, commerce, industry, 
recreation, ways and grounds, subject to subsection (5), public transportation facilities, public buildings, schools, soil conservation, 
forests, woodlots, open space, wildlife refuges, and other uses and purposes. If a county has not adopted a zoning ordinance under 
former 1943 PA 183 or the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, a land use plan and program for the 
county may be a general plan with a generalized future land use map.  

(b) The general location, character, and extent of all of the following: (i) All components of a transportation system and their 
interconnectivity including streets and bridges, public transit including public transportation facilities and routes, bicycle facilities, 
pedestrian ways, freight facilities and routes, port facilities, railroad facilities, and airports, to provide for the safe and efficient 
movement of people and goods in a manner that is appropriate to the context of the community and, as applicable, considers all legal 
users of the public right-of-way. (ii) Waterways and waterfront developments. (iii) Sanitary sewers and water supply systems. (iv) 
Facilities for flood prevention, drainage, pollution prevention, and maintenance of water levels. (v) Public utilities and structures.  
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(c) Recommendations as to the general character, extent, and layout of redevelopment or rehabilitation of blighted areas; and the 
removal, relocation, widening, narrowing, vacating, abandonment, change of use, or extension of streets, grounds, open spaces, 
buildings, utilities, or other facilities.  

(d) For a local unit of government that has adopted a zoning ordinance, a zoning plan for various zoning districts controlling the height, 
area, bulk, location, and use of buildings and premises. The zoning plan shall include an explanation of how the land use categories on 
the future land use map relate to the districts on the zoning map. (e) Recommendations for implementing any of the master plan's 
proposals.  

(3) If a master plan is or includes a master street plan or 1 or more elements described in subsection (2)(b)( i), the means for implementing the 
master street plan or elements in cooperation with the county road commission and the state transportation department shall be specified in 
the master street plan in a manner consistent with the respective powers and duties of and any written agreements between these entities and 
the municipality.  

(4) This section is subject to section 81(1). (5) The reference to public transportation facilities in subsection (2)(a) only applies to a master plan 
that is adopted or substantively amended more than 90 days after the effective date of the amendatory act that added this subsection. 

ARTICLE III Section 125.3835 - A planning commission may, by a majority vote of the members, adopt a subplan for a geographic area less than 
the entire planning jurisdiction, if, because of the unique physical characteristics of that area, more intensive planning is necessary for the 
purposes set forth in section 7.  
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Appendix D:  2016 Implementation Table 

 

Green indicates the action item component is currently 
being met by the community. 

 

Yellow indicates some of the action component may be in 
place, but additional action is required. 

 

Red indicates the action component is not present or 
outdated. 

 

Type  Description Compliance examples 

1. Livable Built Environment: 
Ensure that all elements of the 

built environment, including land 
use, transportation, housing, 

energy, and infrastructure, work 
together to provide sustainable, 
green places for living, working, 

and recreation, with a high 
quality of life. 

1.1 

Plan for multimodal transportation. Provide 
transportation options--like public transit, 
biking and walking--that help reduce traffic and 
air pollution. 

Northland transfer points; northwestern bike path; launch 
of bike share program (expansion of bike program with 2 
new stations in 2019); expanded bike path network; trail 
map  

1.2 
Plan for transit-oriented development. 

Northland DDA transit requirements, Art. 4, Sec. 5.29(14); 
Southfield City Centre Trail Map 

1.3 
Coordinate regional transportation investments 
with job clusters 

City has ongoing working relationship with SMART and 
DDOT; reallocated Northland transit center into multiple 
stops; expanded bus services to serve Providence Hospital, 
LTU, etc. 

1.4 
Provide complete streets serving multiple 
functions. Evergreen Road, Bell Rd., 9 Mile, etc. 

1.5 
Plan for mixed land-use patterns that are 
walkable and bikeable. Northland ODD, EverCentre, ODD, RUDD 

1.6 Plan for infill development. Redevelopment Ready Sites 

1.7 
Encourage design standards appropriate to the 
community context. Northland ODD design standards 

1.8 Provide accessible public facilities and spaces. City Centre, Northland, etc. 
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Type  Description Compliance examples 

1.9 

Conserve and reuse historic resources. 

Reynolds aluminum building; former Hudson's store; 
Northland powerplant; created B&B regulations (Art 4, 
Sec. 5.53(3), adopted 12.27.2018) to preserve historic 
structures 

1.10 
Implement green building design and energy 
conservation. 

Adopted green infrastructure: Ord. 1678, adopted 
7/6/2017 

1.11 Discourage development in hazard zones. Ongoing. 

1.12 The City should create a Green Infrastructure 
plan for the Rouge River Corridor. 

Southfield participated in the SEMCOG Green 
Infrastructure Plan which incorporates projects along the 
Rouge River Corridor.  

2. Harmony with Nature: Ensure 
that contributions of natural 

resources to human well-being 
are explicitly recognized and 

valued and that maintaining their 
health is a primary objective. 

2.1 

Restore, connect, and protect natural habitats 
and sensitive lands. 

Woodlands wetlands ordinance (Art 4, Sec 5.55 
(1.31.1991) and 5.56 (8/26/1991)); promoting urban 
habitats along Northwestern HWY Pathway; floodplain 
ordinance; Southfield helped in the development of the 
Rouge Watershed Management Plan, and actively 
implements the goals and objectives of the plan which 
protects and manages streams, watersheds, and 
floodplains; Tamarack Creek Restoration Project.  

2.2 

Plan for and where appropriate in new 
development and redevelopment require the 
provision of green infrastructure in 
development, redevelopment, public projects, 
and retrofits. 

Adopted green infrastructure ordinance No. 1678 on June 
12, 2017 

2.3 
Encourage development that respects natural 
topography and protects healthy vegetation 
and trees. Woodlands wetlands ordinance 

2.4 
Enact policies to reduce carbon footprints. 

Bike share, nearly 190 pounds of CO2 offset from first year 
of usage; zoning ordinance updated (transit connections, 
bike rack requirements, parking reductions, GI updates) 

2.5 
Comply with state and local air quality 
standards. Ongoing 

2.6 Encourage climate change adaptation. GI updates to Zoning Ordinance 
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2.7 
Provide for renewable energy use. 

Wind and solar ordinance; facility upgrades for energy 
efficiency 

2.8 
Provide for solid waste reduction. 

Waste reduction is part of the message of Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle that is routinely conveyed by RRRASOC and the 
City of Southfield through a variety of means. 

2.9 
Encourage water conservation and plan for a 
lasting water supply. 

Green infrastructure; bioswales; permeable materials; 
Southfield participated in the development of the 
SEMCOG/GWLA One Water Campaign. Get materials out 
to our residents.  

2.10 
Protect and manage streams, watersheds, and 
floodplains. 

Green infrastructure; bioswales; permeable materials; 
Southfield helped in the development of the Rouge 
Watershed Management Plan, and actively implements 
the goals and objectives of the plan which protects and 
manages streams, watersheds, and floodplains.  

2.11 
Maintain and improve the quality of the air, 
water, land and sensitive resources for the long 
term.  

2.12 

Understand the risks and undertake measures 
to protect residents from pollution and 
potentially polluting industries and land uses, 
including but not limited to the exploration and 
development of hydrocarbon resources 
including oil, natural gas and the handling and 
use of associated wastes and inputs.  

City provides low-interest loans to residents to disconnect 
from individual septic systems and join City septic lines. 

 
 
 

3. Resilient Economy: Ensure that 
the community is prepared to 

deal with both positive and 

3.1 
Provide the physical capacity for economic 
growth. 

See Redevelopment Ready Sites; ODD and RUDD 
encourages higher density on vacant and underutilized 
properties; Liquor License Redevelopment Areas adopted 
on 10/21/2019 to allow additional liquor licenses 

3.2 
Plan for a balanced land-use mix for fiscal 
sustainability. Redevelopment ready certification 
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negative changes in its economic 
health and to initiate sustainable 

urban development and 
redevelopment strategies that 

foster green business growth and 
build reliance on local assets. 

3.3 
Plan for transportation access to employment 
centers. 

Working with SMART and DDOT; pedestrian and bike 
connections required; Relocated Oakland County Michigan 
Works Southfield to bus line 
Promoting SMART 30 day bus passes for new hires 

3.4 

Promote green businesses and jobs. 

Established the first in Michigan – Property Assessment 
Clean Energy - Working with Lean & Green Michigan; 
Centrepolis Accelerator – created strong ties with Next 
Energy, New Economy Imitative & EGLE to foster new 
technologies related to energy  

3.5 

Encourage community-based economic develop 

Added Oakland County Economic Development One Stop 
Center Monthly meetings at Oakland County Michigan 
Works Southfield; 
Created new on-line tool Business Catalyst for 24/7 access 
to information  

3.6 
Provide and maintain infrastructure capacity in 
line with growth or decline demands. Tied in with capital improvement program 

3.7 

Plan for post-disaster economic recovery. 

As a City we do not directly provide post-disaster funding. 
But we guide to proper outlets (i.e., FEMA); CERT program 
exists in City; Various regional grants; Oakway; Police and 
Fire department mutual aid programs; Oakland County 
search program; Local search team; Building department 
and planning department input; CERT program 

3.8 
Use public art, banners, landscaping, and 
distinctive street lighting to brand these mixed 
use subareas as desirable destinations. 

Implementation in City Centre, Centrepolis Smart Zone, 
DDA; public art requirement Art. 4, Sec. 5.22-5, Ord. 1657, 
Adopted 4/3/2016 

3.9 
Continue to improve fiber optics network 
coverage, which is a critical in attracting 
investment. 

Southfield continues to provide an expedient, straight-
forward, consistent right-of-way permitting process to 
fiber optic companies allowing our business community 
competitive options for telecommunication services. 

4. Interwoven Equity: Ensure 
fairness and equity in providing 
for the housing, services, health, 

4.1 
Provide a range of housing types. 

Arbor Lofts (green townhomes); 44 West; LTU dorms; 
Spring Haven; adopted RUDD (ord. 1702 -5/30/2019, art 4. 
5.22-3-1) 
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safety, and livelihood needs of all 

residents and groups. 
4.2 Plan for jobs/housing balance. Per Future Land Use Plan 

4.3 
Plan for the physical, environmental, and 
economic improvement of at-risk, distressed, 
and disadvantaged neighborhoods. 

NRI; SNHC; McKinley School RUDD; historic designation of 
Washington Heights and Magnolia 

4.4 

Plan for improved health and safety for at-risk 
populations. 

Hospitals do community impact study every three years; 
partners at Providence and Beaumont; Provided referrals 
and financial assistance to prevent court ordered evictions 
and stop utility shut off – over 100 families; Provided pro 
bono legal consultations in partnership with Lakeshore 
Legal Aid 

4.5 
Provide accessible, quality public services, 
facilities, and health care to minority and low-
income populations. 

Safe routes to school: CDBG programs; tied in with existing 
budget 

4.6 

Upgrade infrastructure and facilities in older 
and substandard areas. 

Section 13 (Canterbury Village & Bonnie Acres 
Subdivisions) Project Replace aging water main 
infrastructure including upsizing 6” water mains to 8”; 
rehabilitate concrete and asphalt roads. 
Section 24 Area 4 Project Replace aging water main 
infrastructure including upsizing 6” water mains to 8”; 
converts combined sewers into separate storm drains and 
sanitary sewers; reconstruct concrete roads. 

4.7 Plan for workforce diversity and development. Career center relocated to LTU; Michigan Works! 

4.8 Protect vulnerable populations from natural 
hazards. 

No development in flood plains. Keep public aware of 
extreme weather events and provide shelters in case of 
severe weather events.   

4.9 Promote environmental justice. Ongoing ordinances 
5. Healthy Community: Ensure 

that public health needs are 
recognized and addressed 

5.1 Reduce exposure to toxins and pollutants in the 
natural and built environments. 

Maintain open roadside ditch drainage systems to filter 
road runoff before it enters enclosed drainage systems 
which discharge to our waterways. 
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through provisions for healthy 

foods, physical activity, access to 
recreation, health care, 

environmental justice, and safe 
neighborhoods. 

5.2 

Plan for increased public safety through 
reduction of crime and injuries. 

Use Traffic Enforcement Division to utilize data for citizen 
complaints and traffic crash reports to determine primary 
focus areas; Use of School Resource Officers to assist at 
schools; investment in body cameras; use of high level 
training for response to active shooter events, de-
escalation techniques, diversity and mental health 
awareness; use of accountability for patrol and 
investigation divisions 

5.3 
Plan for the mitigation and redevelopment of 
brownfields for productive uses. 

Actively working to promote use of EPA funds to assess 
brownfield funds; marketing sites via MEDC; Oakland 
County & Detroit Regional Partnership; City of Southfield 
supporting the use of redevelopment tools  

5.4 
Plan for physical activity and healthy lifestyles. 

Promoting heart healthy activity through new bike paths 
and bike share program; speak with rec. dept re: same; 
summer soulstice; walking programs 

5.5 
Provide accessible parks, recreation facilities, 
greenways, and open space near all 
neighborhoods. 

Adopted new parks and rec master plan (March 2017); 
upgrades to parks for ADA accessibility; Beechwoods; 
pebble creek 

5.6 
Plan for access to healthy, locally grown foods 
for all neighborhoods. Community Gardens at Mary Thompson Farm 

5.7 

Plan for equitable access to health care 
providers, schools, public safety facilities, and 
arts and cultural facilities. 

Ascension Health @ Public School; community health 
report; Oakland County Michigan Works Southfield, 
Community Development and Human Services to work 
with Southfield Public Schools to address families that 
qualify for free/low lunch program; City works with 
Providence, Beaumont, SMART, DDOT and other 
healthcare providers; better transit options provide 
sustainable options for cultural attractions 

5.8 

Promote mixed land use density that supports 
short distances between homes, workplaces, 
schools, and recreation so people can walk or 
bike more easily to them. ODD and RUDD; expanded sub-areas of eligibility  
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5.9 

Expand pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, 
including sidewalks and bike paths that are 
safely removed from automobile traffic, as well 
as good Rights-Of-Way (ROW) laws and clear, 
easy-to-follow signage.  

City as made tremendous progress on installing sidewalks, 
shared-use pathways, bike lanes and bike share program 
in last several years; Southfield City Centre Trail Map 

5.10 
Make the healthy choice the easy choice for all 
community members regardless of age, 
income, ability, or cultural custom. 

Bike rack requirement; pedestrian connection 
requirement 

5.11 

Conduct a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) on a 
regular basis, which is a step-by-step process 
that brings potential public health impacts and 
considerations to the decision-making process 
for plans, projects, and policies that fall outside 
of traditional public health arenas, such as 
transportation and land use. 

Crohns and Colitis walk June 2018 and 2019; Providence 
Hospital prepares HIA every three (3) years 

5.12 
Continue to promote and support annual 
Healthy Initiatives with local health care 
professionals and organizations.  

Summer soulstice, Crohns and Colitis; HR's Health and 
Wellness fair on 6/6/2019 

5.13 
Promote healthy and active lifestyle challenges 
at the City's parks, recreational facilities, and 
civic buildings. 

Slow Roll, Community Cup, bike share program, P&R 
activities; Pavilion Walkers 

5.14 
Support AHA "Fit-Friendly" Worksite--creating a 
healthy work environment in municipal 
facilities. 

Biggest Loser; Southfield Community Cup; Health and 
Wellness Fair!!; Health and Wellness Committee 

5.15 
Integrate a public health checklist into the site 
plan review process to promote and encourage 
a healthy and active lifestyle. Posted 2019 

6. Responsible Regionalism: 
Ensure that all local proposals 
account for, connect with, and 
support the plans of adjacent 

6.1 
Coordinate local land-use plans with regional 
transportation investments.  Working with SEMCOG; 2019 bus stop inventory 

6.2 
Coordinate local and regional housing plan 
goals.  

Target market analysis (with nearby communities); RUDD; 
City's Housing Dept.; Work w/ County and Feds 
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jurisdictions and the surrounding 

region. 6.3 Coordinate local open space plans with regional 
green infrastructure plans.  

Friends of the Rouge; part of site plan review; EGLE tour 
and visit; NOAA presentation; Michigan Sea Grant; 
SEMCOG; Oakland Co. TWLA 

6.4 
Delineate designated growth areas that are 
served by transit.  N/A 

6.5 
Promote regional cooperation and sharing of 
resources.  

Oakland County planning and SEMCOG; TWLA (quarterly 
mtg w/ Oakland County); Keep Michigan Beautiful 

6.6 
Enhance connections between local activity 
centers and regional destinations.  MDOT, DDOT, SMART; TWLA, etc. 

6.7 
Coordinate local and regional population and 
economic projections.  SEMCOG and Southfield Public Schools 

6.8 
Include regional development visions and plans 
in local planning scenarios.  

Incorporated 8MBA's plan; review adjacent community 
plans ongoing 

6.9 
Encourage consistency between local capital 
improvement programs and regional 
infrastructure priorities. Ongoing, last adopted 2019 

6.10 

Strive to work with neighboring jurisdictions to 
protect the environment. 

Rouge Corridor; Oco Trails, Greenway, etc.; TWLA and 
SEMCOG; Southfield is a member of the Alliance of Rouge 
Communities which is a voluntary public watershed entity 
currently comprised of 35 municipal governments. The 
purpose of the ARC is to provide and institutional 
mechanism to encourage watershed-wide cooperation 
and mutual support to meet water quality permit 
requirements and to restore the Rouge River Watershed 
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6.11 

Collaborate with neighboring local government 
units to plan shared-use trail systems and 
greenways. 

Rouge Corridor; Oco Trails, Greenway, etc.; Southfield is a 
member of the Alliance of Rouge Communities which is a 
voluntary public watershed entity currently comprised of 
35 municipal governments. The purpose of the ARC is to 
provide and institutional mechanism to encourage 
watershed-wide cooperation and mutual support to meet 
water quality permit requirements and to restore the 
Rouge River Watershed. Southfield worked with Oakland 
County, Beverly Hills and Birmingham to develop a Rouge 
Green Corridor Habitat Management Plan and will 
continue to implement the goals and objectives of the 
plan.  

7. Active Living: Promote active 
living by making it safer to walk 

or bike to daily activities like 
shopping, work, school, and 

recreation. 

7.1 

Link destinations that promote health, such as 
schools, parks, grocery stores, and workplaces, 
via a transportation network that facilitates 
safe travel for pedestrians, bicyclists, public 
transportation users, and automobile 
occupants. 

AARP livability index, senior group attempting to get us 
certified; working with Beaumont and St. John Providence; 
City Centre Trail Map - published third edition 9/23/19; Art 
Walk Brochure; Assisted the 46th District Court e.g., gave 
SMART bus tickets and /or Speedway gasoline gift cards to 
their clients; Provided financial assistance for minor 
vehicle repair; Provided referrals to Southfield Youth 
Assistance 

7.2 Adopt and promote Safe Routes To School 
(SR2S) Programs. 

$600k grant to be implemented in 2018 and 2019 (linear 
feet of sidewalk, traffic signals, etc.); HAWK signals on 10 
and 11 Mile; midblock crossings 

7.3 

Promote easy and accessible options for 
routine physical activity, such as walking to and 
from schools, parks, recreational facilities, retail 
centers and religious facilities. Installed 12 miles of sidewalks, pathways, bike paths, etc.  

7.4 
Require pedestrian pathways and connections 
from business entrances and parking lots to the 
public pathway system. Yes: Article 4, Sec. 5.29 (13), adopted 5.31.2015 

7.5 
Adopt a complete streets policy.  

City proudly strives to incorporate tenets of complete 
streets in our projects; Complete Streets incorporated into 
Master Plan 
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7.6 

Promote use of public transit systems by 
providing enhanced pedestrian amenities (such 
as key walks, benches, bus shelters, bus signs, 
etc.) and pathways. 

CC, DDA, and Centropolis have been implementing public 
transit enhancements. Additional funding provided in 
2019 via METRO Fund Act 

7.7 Fill gaps in the pedestrian pathway and bike 
network in the higher density residential areas 
and non-residential destinations.  

Northwestern pathway; SR2S sections, Bell Rd. multi-use 
path; 9 Mile sidewalk (north side between Tel and Beech); 
North side of Civic Center Dr. from NW Highway to Lahser 
in 2020; funding via TAP Grant and partnership with LTU 
and CCAB 

7.8 

Continue to support and build bike facilities, 
including but not limited to bike pathways, bike 
routes, bike lanes, bike parking & storage and 
bike maintenance facilities.  

Northwestern pathway (bike repair station); bike parking 
requirement); 7 bike stations established in 2017 (27 
bikes); 2 additional stations and 6 bikes added 2019 

7.9 

Consider the health impact of land use 
decisions by seeking advice from public health 
professionals on the potential health effects of 
a project or policy before it is built or 
implemented.   

Reference to three-year community health assessment 
detail of MP 

7.10 
Keep in mind the needs of children as well as 
elderly and disabled residents when planning 
for facilities and infrastructure. 

New accessible play structure at Pebble Creek; ordinance 
requires ADA accessibility; City working with COSA and 
AARP to become Age-Friendly Community; Assisted 
veterans with special funding for hardship circumstances; 
Provided referrals to the Furniture Bank of Southeastern 
Michigan 

7.11 
Develop trails and walking paths in our parks, 
nature preserves and along the Rouge River 
corridor to promote active living. Ongoing as funding becomes available 

7.12 

Make arterial roads more walkable by installing 
sidewalks on both sides of the road and 
crosswalks every 600 feet (or about the length 
of a downtown city block). All city public road projects include sidewalk infill 
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7.13 
Build median refuge islands in roads where 
appropriate and plant street trees to slow 
motor vehicle traffic. 

Providence Drive; Northwestern pathway; Evergreen road 
between 10 Mile and 11 Mile; Greenfield Road between 8 
Mile and Providence Dr. 

7.14 
Implement “road diets” to accommodate 
bicyclists, where appropriate. 

Northwestern highway 2018 and 2019; Evergreen Rd 9 to 
10 Mile 

7.15 
Establish funding mechanisms to further 
develop pathways, common open spaces, such 
as parks, greenways and trails. 

Special assessment districts and TIF to assist funding; City 
routinely applies for TAP; METRO Fund Act 

8. Low Impact Design: Require 
Low Impact Design elements to 

be incorporated into all new 
development and major 

redevelopment sites. 

8.1 

Incorporate wetlands into watershed planning; 
apply techniques such as soil amendments and 
bio-retention; harvest rooftop rainwater and 
use permeable pavement to better deal with 
stormwater runoff and restore ecologic water 
balances.  

Pebble Creek rain garden. Inglenook pervious parking lot / 
bioswale.  Green infrastructure regulations in zoning 
ordinance, adopted June 12, 2017; Implementation of the 
Storm Water Management Master Plan. Working with 
OCWRC to develop storm water standards that 
implements these practices. Encourage use of the 
SEMCOG Low-Impact Design Manual. 

8.2 

Filter water naturally through the soil, trees, 
green roofs, or rain gardens to improve the 
quality of our drinking water, and our lakes, 
rivers and streams. 

Emerald ash borer grant - installed 92 street trees. Pebble 
Creek rain garden. Inglenook parking lot and bioswale. 
Carpenter Lake controlled burn - improved native 
vegetation and habitat improving water quality. Valley 
Woods invasive species removal project and controlled 
burn -  improved native vegetation and habitat improving 
water quality. Rouge Cleanup - removal of invasive species 
providing better habitat and improved water quality. Bio 
swales and rain garden at City Hall; LTU – Bio swales and 
various rain gardens; Pervious brick paving at Carpenter 
Lake; Bioswale at Carpenter Lake; Pervious asphalt at City 
Hall; Bioswale at Lear Corporation; Bioswale at Super Car 
Wash 
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8.3 

Reduce urban heat island effects by creating 
more passive parks, green rooftop parks, 
gardens and green spaces; making building 
energy-efficient and minimizing the use of dark 
surfaces that absorb heat and re-radiate that 
heat during the evenings, when the cities would 
otherwise cool down. 

Emerald ash borer grant - installed 92 street trees. 
Instituted on project by project basis; GI regulations; 
Green Roof at Lawrence Technological University; 22 trees 
planted at Catalpa Oaks park due to 2018 DTE grant; 36 
trees planted along Northwestern Highway since 2016 

8.4 
Require manmade and natural landscape 
features to handle storm water as a resource 
rather than a waste product. Site plan review GI requirements and GI regulations 

8.5 

Support and require Green Infrastructure (GI) 
techniques, including constructed practices 
such as rain gardens, bio-swales, native plant 
grow zones, permeable pavement, green roofs 
and even community gardens. 

Support these types of applications through the site plan 
review process on private development and 
redevelopment projects. Pebble Creek 319 Watershed 
Management Plan - Updated plan incorporating green 
infrastructure applications in the Pebble Creek Watershed. 
SEMCOG Green Infrastructure vision. GI regulations; 
Implementation of the Storm Water Management Master 
Plan. Working with OCWRC to develop storm water 
standards that implements these practices. Encourage use 
of the SEMCOG Low-Impact Design Manual.  

9. Social Capital: Promote and 
encourage individual and 

communal time and energy 
available for such things as 

community improvement, social 
networking, civic engagement, 
personal recreation, and other 

activities that create social bonds 
between individuals and groups. 

9.1 
Encourage more communication between 
residents and homeowner groups, condo 
associations, neighborhood organizations and 
multi-family complexes.  

Citizens input brigade--Total Living Commission; city 
facilitates boards and commissions; send out messages to 
all HOAs and groups re: planning projects; newer, user-
friendly public notice form; new website; planning projects 
online; added public comment section to our boards and 
commissions 

9.2 
Encourage more participation in community 
events (and bringing more community events 
to the City in general). 

Ongoing; jazz fest; partnership with P&R; City Centre; 
DDA; community relations; economic development; 
corporate challenge; municipal electronic sign w/ event 
info 
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9.3 

Support mixed use development, which allows 
a community member to work closer to where 
they live, thus reducing their amount of 
commuting time and increasing their time for 
leisure and social activities. 

Overlay Development District (ODD) established to 
promote mixed-use development; EverCentre Plan; 
Northland redevelopment plan; established Residential 
Unit Development District (RUDD) for adaptive reuse of 
vacant schools and school sites and higher density 

9.4 

Promote diverse housing options and price 
levels so that all persons regardless of income 
can live in the same community where they 
work, play and worship. 

Working with private development community; 
Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative; Southfield Non-
Profit Housing Corporation; Neighborhood Enterprise 
Zone; Section 8; RUDD;  

9.5 
Allow diverse housing options and price levels 
so that all persons regardless of income can live 
in the same community where they work, play 
and worship. 

Working with vacant homes registry (building dept); 
Working with private development community; 
Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative; Southfield Non-
Profit Housing Corporation; Neighborhood Enterprise 
Zone; Section 8; RUDD 

9.6 
Promote fair access to livelihood, education, 
and resources for all community members. 

Career Center; Neighborhood Services; Michigan Works!; 
LTU Accelerator 

9.7 
Encourage full participation in the political and 
cultural life of the community. Ongoing 

 9.8 
Create a community that ensures freedom of 
choice and supports bike lanes and paths, 
sidewalks, and transit stations and stops.  

Ongoing; non-motorized transit plan (adopted 2012); non-
motorized transit plan for CC (2013) and DDA (2013); 
Sustainable Southfield plan (June 2016); Bike Share 
program launched in 2017 

10. Smart Growth: Adopt Smart 
Growth policies, which is an 

approach to achieving 
communities (i.e., Southfield) that 

are socially, economically, and 
environmentally sustainable.  

10.1 Preserve and enhance valuable natural and 
cultural resources; 

Northwestern pathway installations, interpretive panels; 
public art; Rouge River Clean Up; urban wildlife habitats; 
interpretive panels and bird houses installed 

10.2 

Equitably distribute the costs and benefits of 
land development, considering both 
participants and the short- and long-term time 
scale; 

Market-driven; City has 3 redevelopment ready sites for 
which incentives are offered 
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10.3 

Create and/or enhance economic value; 

Business and economic development; Chamber of 
Commerce; DDA; placemaking and special events (i.e., Eat 
to the Beat, Jazz Fest, Summore Fest; Berg concerts; Ghost 
Walk, etc.); Redevelopment Areas for liquor licenses 
established 10/21/2019 

10.4 
Expand the range of transportation, 
employment, and housing choices in a fiscally 
responsible manner; Ongoing 

10.5 
Balance long-range, regional considerations of 
sustainability with short-term incremental 
geographically isolated actions; 

Ongoing: City coordinates with SEMCOG, SEA Grants, 
TWGLA, Friends of the Rouge; Keep Michigan Beautiful; 
Beautification Council of Southeast Michigan, Southfield 
Parks and Garden Club, etc. 

10.6 
Promote public health and healthy 
communities; 

Article 4 of ZO; Sustainable Southfield; healthy-living 
checklist; coordinate with Providence Hospital and other 
caregivers in community; American Cancer Society; bike 
share; sidewalks/multi-use paths 

10.7 
Apply up-to-date local and regional 
performance measures of successful urban and 
regional growth; 

Ongoing coordination with County, SEMCOG and other 
agencies 

10.8 Encourage compact, transit-accessible (where 
available), pedestrian-oriented, mixed-use 
development patterns and land reuse 

Ongoing: several subareas of the City feature flexible 
design standards, which encourages mixed-use and higher 
density with a non-motorized focus; Adopted Non-
Motorized and Public Transit Plan (2013), Zoning 
Regulations (Article 4, Section 5.29(12-14)) 

10.9 

Increase collaboration and partnerships to 
advance place-based and regional goals and 
objectives, while respecting local land-use 
preferences and priorities. Ongoing 

-105-



 

 

Type  Description Compliance examples 

11. Urban Agriculture: Adopt 
policies and regulations that 
promote and support urban 

agriculture activities to ensure 
various forms of agriculture are 

appropriately integrated into 
Southfield. 

11.1 

Engage residents, home-owner groups & 
associations, growers and organizational 
stakeholders directly to help identify which of 
the many forms and scales of urban agriculture 
are best suited to which neighborhoods or 
zones.  

Mary Thompson Farm; Garden Club; farms allowed under 
residential zoning (check ZO); 9 Mile Greenhouses: Flower 
Land; 3D; Great Lakes Culinary Institute 

11.2 
Survey community-owned land to identify and 
categorize potential sites for urban agriculture 
activities. Update land use every 5 years 

11.3 

Review ordinances to assess whether home, 
community and commercial gardening 
activities, including keeping of animals, may 
present conflicts. 

Ongoing zoning ordinance technical review; Community 
Garden at Mary Thompson Farm and Emmanuel Church; 
beehives permitted in local community/business gardens 

11.4 

Amend the Zoning Ordinance to expand urban 
agriculture where appropriate, consistent with 
Sustainable Southfield and the Future Land Use 
Plan. 

Ongoing zoning ordinance technical review; urban 
agriculture is currently permitted 

11.5 

Explore if and where structures associated with 
urban agriculture, including tool sheds, 
rainwater catchment and harvesting systems, 
hoop houses and barns, may be allowed even 
without a primary residential or commercial 
building on site and designate them as 
permanent, temporary, or accessory in ways 
that are supportive of farm and garden 
activities. Accessory structures allowed per ordinance 
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11.6 

Ensure municipal services, such as sewer, water 
and trash pick-up are available to market 
gardens and commercial urban farms in the 
same way that such services would be made 
available to other commercial or industrial 
uses. 

Trash service via the City’s contract with GFL is for 
residential service only, as well as the municipal 
facilities.  It does not extend to commercial and industrial 
sites.  As such, market gardens and commercial urban 
farms are not treated any differently than other 
commercial or industrial uses.  Our recycling drop-off 
center at the northeast corner of 8 Mile and Evergreen is 
available for use by anyone including the businesses 

11.7 
Provide direct municipal support for urban 
agriculture through community departments, 
or community-run programs. Mary Thompson Farm, Parks & Recreation Department 

11.8 

Support composting programs that offer 
compost to urban agriculture sites or permit 
household and commercial composting to 
occur while also ensuring nuisances are not 
created as a consequence. Tree composting/mulch (info on city website) 

11.9 

Review leases, easements, trusts or other 
conveyances of community-owned land to 
promote the long-term and secure practice of 
urban agriculture where such a use is 
consistent with the master plan and does not 
place an undue burden on cities to maintain 
under-utilized urban infrastructure (e.g., roads, 
water, and sewer constructed to serve more 
intense residential, commercial, or industrial 
uses). Ongoing 
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12. Food Systems: Promote easy 
access to healthy food, which is 

good for human health. 
Sustainable food systems are 

essential for healthy, sustainable 
communities. 

12.1 
Expand and increase innovative methods to 
bring healthy foods to underserved areas as 
well as strategies to encourage their 
consumption. 

Goodfellows, Forgotten Harvest food pantry; social 
services that provide food; WIC program (food assistance); 
community gardens at Mary Thompson Farm; Distributed 
The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) to 
Oakland County residents – 288 families; Distributed  
Meijer & Kroger gift cards to low-income Southfield 
families (to be used for food and clothing); Partnered with 
Southfield Lathrup CROP Hunger Walk to provide food gift 
cards to families 

12.2 

Improve school (& public facilities) food 
environments and reduce school sales of low-
nutrient, high-sugar, high-fat and calorie-dense 
foods through snack and vending machines or 
competitive food sales. Follow up with Southfield Public Schools 

12.3 

Maximize use of current public benefit 
programs for vulnerable populations, especially 
children and older adults, and link them with 
strategies for healthy food access. 

Referred families to State Dept. of Health & Human 
Services to apply for food stamps, Medicaid, cash and 
emergency assistance; Provided food baskets for Easter - 
56 families; Distributed Focus Hope food boxes -  362 
older adults; Referred families to Meals on Wheels; 
Partnered with Southfield Goodfellows Organization and 
assisted families with food and gifts for Christmas – 384 
families; Instituted Adopt a Family Program  and assisted  
with food baskets and turkeys for Thanksgiving – 117 
families; Provide emergency nonperishable food from 
Human Services small food pantry 

12.4 
Provide outreach, training and technical 
assistance to launch new grocery stores and 
improve existing stores to better serve 
underserved people in Southfield. 

Working with property owners and local investors to 
ensure that Southfield is able to access funding – micro 
grants and SBA funding to make investments in retail 
endeavors; Promoting the use of on-line tool Business 
Catalyst for 24/7 access 

12.5 
Establish food business districts, if necessary, to 
encourage food businesses to locate in the 
same area and to support their collaboration. 

n/a due to several commercial areas throughout City that 
permit food sales and services 
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12.6 
Use policy and planning strategies to increase 
access to healthy food in underserved areas. 

Land use pattern; retail zoning allowing food is prevalent; 
food providers are permitted throughout City 

12.7 

Encourage institutions-including schools, 
hospitals, colleges and universities-to use their 
collective purchasing power to influence the 
food supply chain to provide healthier food and 
more foods grown, raised and processed in 
Michigan. Ongoing 

13. Aging in Community Policy: 
Promote and support policies to 
encourage aging in place with a 

continuum of care. 

13.1 
Actively Involve Older Adults and Engage the 
Aging Perspective in the Planning Process. 

Planning Dept is supporting COSA's efforts to become 
AARP-designated Age Friendly Community; Served as 
liaison between COSA and City Council, Administration; 
Created COSA brochure; Created a transportation 
brochure  

13.2 
Ensure a Range of Affordable Housing Options 
is Available for Older Adults.   

Planning Dept is supporting COSA's efforts to become 
AARP-designated Age Friendly Community; Residential 
Unit Development District framework to help promote 
variety of affordable housing options; Rebuild Oakland 
County; Habitat for Humanity 

13.3 
Ensure Access to Quality Transportation 
Options for Older Adults.   

Working with COSA to update transit study; 
Transportation Options for Senior Services (TOSS) 

13.4 
Use Land-Use and Zoning Tools to Create a 
Welcoming Southfield for Older Adults. 

See Sustainable Southfield Master Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance 

13.5 

Support the Economic Well-Being of Older 
Adults and their Caregivers.   

City works with COSA; We support the older adults in this 
community by offering low cost trips that are affordable.  
We also offer transportation free if needed.   There are 
commodities food donations for those in need, no matter 
what income, offered by Human Services. There are free 
events with cultural and educational enrichment.  Speaker 
series, senior appreciation, etc.  

13.6 
Strengthen the Community Assets of and 
Supports for Older Adults. 

City works with COSA; CHORE Program; COSA, Commission 
on Senior Adults advocates for the older adults in the 
community, we also have free blood pressure readings, 
free walking in the pavilion, low cost chair exercise  
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13.7 
Review AARP’s Livability Index to determine 
areas for improvement and develop an action 
plan towards implementation. 

Incorporated into Master Plan, see appendix [A or B?]; 
Ongoing with COSA 

13.8 
Develop a centrally located, modern and multi-
purpose senior center. Senior Center located within Parks and Recreation facility 

14. Hazard Mitigation: Improve 
the City's preparedness, 

resilience, and sustainability in 
the face of both natural and 

human-caused hazards. 

14.1 

Improve emergency response or operational 
preparedness. 

The City’s first responding departments continually train 
and prepare for all types of emergency responses; 
Continue to update and improve the City’s utility records 
for our GIS system so emergency response decisions can 
be made quickly by having accurate information available 
instantly. 

14.2 

Review FEMA’s Mitigation Ideas: A Resource for 
Reducing Risk to Natural Hazards and develop 
an Action Plan to address mitigation to reduce 
natural hazards and disasters. 

This is reviewed on a regular basis; Complying with 
updated stormwater management standards and 
foundation requirements for new bridges over water 
courses to prevent scour. 

14.3 
Adopt policies to reduce storm water runoff. 
Incorporate Flood Mitigation in Local Planning. 

Implementation of Storm Water Master Plan. 
Requirements for development & redevelopment; 
Complying with updated stormwater management 
standards and foundation requirements for new bridges 
over water courses to prevent scour. 

14.4 
Map and Assess Vulnerability to Erosion. 
Promote or Require Site and Building Design 
Standards to Minimize Erosion Risk. 

Storm water management design requirements for all new 
developments and redevelopments to reduce erosion; 
Established vegetation is required for all parts of a new 
construction site, minimizing erosion risk. 

14.5 

Reduce Urban Heat Island Effect. 

Storm water management design requirements for all new 
developments and redevelopments as well as 
implementing our tree planting program to help reduce 
urban heat island effects; Public Works Dept. plants trees 
and often “daylights” ditches. 

14.6 
Improve Flood Risk Assessment. 

We work with Oakland County to continually update the 
City’s flood plain maps. 
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14.7 

Improve Stormwater Drainage System Capacity. 
Conduct Regular Maintenance for Drainage 
Systems and Flood Control Structures. 

DPW routinely maintains the City’s storm system. Street 
sweeping reduces pollution/sediment infiltrating the 
storm system. Flood control structures at Carpenter Lake 
dam are routinely inspected and maintained. Restricted 
catch basin covers help slow the storm water introduction 
into combined sewer systems; Adequate drainage is part 
of all road reconstructions; improvements are made as 
needed. 

14.8 

Protect Infrastructure and Critical public 
facilities from flood events. 

Storm water management design requirements for all new 
developments and redevelopments help reduce flooding. 
Section 24/25 sewer separation project will reduce 
flooding and basement backups within these sections; 
Sanitary sewer systems have been assessed, maintenance 
and capital improvements are prioritized in high risk areas; 
Public education within our storm watersheds regarding 
several topics such as; capturing and reusing stormwater 
in rain barrels as well as intercepting stormwater as part of 
a landscape plan to increase infiltration. 

14.9 

Preserve Floodplains as Open Space. 

Implementation and enforcement of the City’s 
floodplain/wetland/woodland ordinances; Southfield 
prohibits building in floodplains and takes action when 
floodplains are discovered to be illegally filled. 

14.10 
Increase Awareness of Flood Risk & Safety and 
Educate Property Owners about Flood 
Mitigation Techniques. 

We are a part of the FEMA flood plain program and 
require property owners to obtain and maintain flood 
insurance; Public education within our storm watersheds 
regarding several topics such as; capturing and reusing 
stormwater in rain barrels as well as intercepting 
stormwater as part of a landscape plan to increase 
infiltration. 
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14.11 

Conduct Winter Weather Risk Awareness 
Activities. 

Provide public information regarding winter weather 
hazards/immediate threats/long term effects of winter 
storm events; The City’s website includes our Snow Policy, 
and the City works with local media outlets, Southfield 
Cable 15, City’s website, etc. to notify the public of snow 
emergencies. 

14.12 
Protect vulnerable populations from the 
impacts of severe storms. 

Provide public shelter areas for extreme weather events. 
(Cold/heat/power outage) 

14.13 
Conduct A Self-Assessment to Address Climate 
Change Readiness in Southfield. 

Our storm water master plan has goals in place to account 
for changing climates and weather patterns. 

14.14 

Review the 2012 Oakland County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan (HMP) Update (Plan) to better 
understand significant Oakland County hazards 
and their impacts and to identify ways to 
mitigate those hazards. 

Southfield’s portion of the Oakland County HMP was 
updated in 2019 and adopted by City Council; Southfield 
has a part time Director of Homeland Security & 
Emergency Preparedness Division who works closely with 
Oakland County. 

14.15 

Provide continuing training for potential 
hazmat emergencies. 

All SFD members trained to HazMat Operations level; 
Maintain internal HazMat Team with members trained to 
Technician level; Continue offering monthly HazMat Team 
trainings to team members; Continue to send members to 
various specialty HazMat schools across the country to 
become “Specialists” in various topics within HazMat 
Response; The Fire Department’s HAZ-MAT Team is part of 
a larger Team comprised of MABAS 3201 & 3202 
members, who are continually training and upgrading 
equipment to serve the community.  
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14.16 

Provide funding to continue to upgrade 
emergency equipment to deal with all types of 
emergencies. 

Working to replace all front line Fire and EMS response 
vehicles (4 Engines, 1 Ladder, 5 Life Support Units); Have a 
replacement cycle planned for extrication equipment to 
move to newer eDraulic equipment; Recent replacement 
of all high-rise firefighting hose and nozzles; Planning on 
future replacement of all 5” LDH supply line; Recent 
purchase of, and looking into future purchase of 
additional, active assailant equipment to protect SFD 
members during this type of emergency; Planned 
expansion of Training Center and associated facilities to 
aid in crews training on site for future response needs; 
Administration works closely with Department 
Heads/Chiefs for the purchase of updated and upgraded 
equipment to better serve the community; Budget line 
items within Public Works address safety equipment. 

15. Public Art: Promote the public 
welfare and serve the public 
interest, convenience, and 

enjoyment through the 
promotion of the arts in the City 

of Southfield, by establishing 
physical works of art in public 

places throughout the City. 

15.1 

Encourage and stimulate residents, developers, 
landowners, contractors, and architects to 
provide and support displays of works of art for 
public enjoyment; 

Ongoing public art process; donations; public art 
requirement. 

15.2 
Develop and promulgate a comprehensive 
public art plan for the City. 

Public Art Requirement per Article 4, Section 5.22-5; 
Southfield Public Arts Commission 

15.3 

Reinforce the City’s place-making goals by 
commissioning works of art that are distinctive, 
yet particularly reflect and promote the City’s 
identity or the identity of individual 
neighborhoods or business districts within the 
City; 

Commission and installations of Gratitude and Diversity in 
Evergreen roundabouts; installation of historic Northland 
art pieces; Total of 12 public art pieces installed since June 
2016 

15.4 
Assure that within the overall public art 
program reasonable diversity is attained in 
style, scale, media, and materials represented; 

Ongoing goal of Public Arts Commission and Friends of 
Southfield Public Arts 
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15.5 

Collaborate with the business community and 
private project development within the City to 
promote and enhance the inclusion of public 
works of art within the development, where 
appropriate; 

Working to secure new pieces via donations; public art 
requirement has been a success; CCAAB has dedicated line 
item for funding 

15.6 Promote community identity through public 
works of art within neighborhood and business 
districts. 

Community identity through installation of Northland art; 
we are continuing to work towards installations in 
neighborhoods; published Public Art walk guide, signage 
installed for public art; Neighborhood Enhancement 
Program  

15.7 Promote the economic vitality of the City 
through a broad range of public art projects. 

To date we've installed 16 pieces of public art; Public Art 
Requirement; Southfield Photo Contest; Mural at Bedford 
Park 

16. Economic Development: 
Focus on business attraction, 

business retention, creating jobs 
and growing the City's revenue 

base. 

16.1 
Retain, expand, and attract businesses 
Citywide, emphasizing Innovation; 

Shelly/City Centre; Smart Zone; Michigan Works!; LTU 
Accelerator 

16.2 

Cultivate Entrepreneurship in Southfield; 

Centrepolis Accelerator main focus on entrepreneurs; 
Offering "Start A Business" workshops at Oakland County 
Michigan Works Southfield with staff from Oakland County 
One Stop Shop; Actively supporting efforts of Southfield 
Area Chamber of Commerce 

16.3 
Create jobs and Workforce Training 
opportunities for Southfield residents in 
diversified business sectors 

Showcasing opportunities for job place on Southfield 
Cable; Encouraging residents to take advantage of services 
available from Oakland County Michigan Works 
Southfield; Connecting residents with jobs. 

16.4 

Promote Southfield, locally, regionally, 
nationally and globally, as an innovative and 
advanced place by reinforcing the strengths of 
our diverse residential, educational, cultural, 
and business communities. 

Actively marketing Southfield using all social media 
channels, media and print advertisements when feasible.  
Participating in trade missions and site selector events 
when possible to highlight our community. 
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16.5 
Understand and implement “Placemaking” as a 
vital part of economic development. 

Southfield Business & Economic Development highlights 
efforts of Southfield Planning to ensure that future 
businesses realize the strong emphasis made on place 
making in the Southfield Downtown Development 
Authority, City Centre & Centrepolis districts. 

16.6 

Target three industries (Technology-Based 
Businesses; Health Care and Wellness 
Industries; and Automotive - Research & 
Development) that will drive diverse job 
creation, complement the strengths of our 
community, and promote a climate for growth.  

We work with MEDC, Oakland County and local 
stakeholders Lawrence Technological University and 
Ascension Health to highlight our diverse base of 
businesses and seek to grow these areas.   

16.7 

Help Southfield residents gain a greater 
competitive edge for higher skilled and higher 
wage employment opportunities in the future. 

Oakland County Michigan Works Southfield works with 
students and families to learn new skills essential for 
moving into future jobs; Southfield Library offers a range 
of computer classes to ensure that residents of all ages are 
equipped to use new technology; Southfield Area 
Chamber of Commerce continues to offer business 
workshops that enhance skills for companies to stay 
competitive; Southfield Centrepolis Accelerator offers 
workshops that showcase new technologies aiding 
companies and individuals in making wise decisions as to 
which technology to embrace for their companies. 

16.8 

Leverage greater leadership involvement, 
private and public sector investment and 
increased access to high quality business and 
job development opportunities for the City in 
the future. 

Southfield Public Schools Partnership Council invites 
corporate and non-profit leaders to ensure that teachers, 
administrators, students and families are kept abreast of 
new jobs of the future, ensuring that schools teach 
necessary skills for our families to be successful in their 
careers. 
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16.9 
Help existing Southfield business employers 
become more competitive, enabling them to 
expand and grow in the City. 

Southfield Centrepolis Accelerator offers trainings, 
workshops and guidance to aid companies in making 
smart decisions when investing in new technologies; 
Southfield Business Catalyst offers data and guidance for 
businesses as the look to grow. Southfield Chamber 
provides business programming and connections so that 
our members stay in a strong competitive position. 

16.10 
Encourage and assist with the future 
diversification of the City’s economic base in 
new, growing, and innovative industries and 
occupations. 

Companies are encouraged to participate in Oakland 
County Tech 248, Oakland County Medical Main Street 
and like programs to stretch their connections and 
opportunities; Southfield Centrepolis Accelerator provides 
guidance aimed to assist companies with exploring new 
products and ideas to help diversify their offerings. 

16.11 

Leverage economic development tools to 
attract and retain business. 

Southfield City Council is supportive of tax incentive tools 
to enable companies to devote more funds toward 
implementation of new technology and expansion; 
Southfield Centrepolis Accelerator is working to provide 
startup funds for clients to test ideas and expand their 
markets; Southfield works with the MEDC and Oakland 
County to tap into additional resources aimed to grow 
business.  

16.12 
Continue to grow the City’s fiber optics network 
coverage to attract and retain business. 

Southfield continues to support the growth of our data 
centers and fiber network installers- offering incentives 
when necessary to aid in the continuing investment in 
these sectors. 

17. Housing: Provide a diverse 
and stable housing stock 

providing for a range of housing 
opportunities for all income 
groups and a quality living 

environment for all persons. 

17.1 

Conduct a residential target market analysis for 
housing to determine the types and quantities 
of housing needed in Southfield to be 
competitive now and in the future. 

Residential marketing study prepared for Northland and 
EverCentre 

17.2 
Continue to preserve, protect and enhance the 
integrity, economic viability and livability of 
Southfield’s neighborhoods. 

Total Living Commission and Council "Neighborhood" 
Subcommittee 
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17.3 
Provide greater housing choices and options to 
meet the changing residential needs of the 
marketplace. 

Residential Unit Development District; promoted through 
zoning and the private market; tiny houses; adaptive reuse 
of vacant school buildings and sites 

17.4 Create a unique identity for all Southfield 
neighborhoods. 

City works with neighborhoods via Neighborhood 
Enhancement Program and Neighborhood branding; 
police community outreach 

17.5 
Southfield should use a variety of basic 
strategies/programs to improve the 
appearance and value of existing 
neighborhoods. 

City works with neighborhoods via Neighborhood 
Enhancement Program and Neighborhood branding; 
police community outreach; Code Enforcement 
community outreach; corporate efforts; volunteer 
programs (Rebuilding Together; Rock the Block; Habitat 
for Humanity) 

17.6 
Continue to work in coordination with local 
lending institutions and realtors and explore 
the availability and application of neighborhood 
investment/reinvestment programs. 

Working with property owners and local investors to 
ensure that Southfield is able to access funding – micro 
grants and SBA funding to make investments in retail 
endeavors 

17.7 
Meet annually with condominium associations 
to provide guidance on how to manage legal 
and maintenance issues. 

Total living commission; Planning Dept. and City Engineer 
attend homeowners association group meetings 

17.8 

Community awareness programs should be 
conducted on topics such as neighborhood 
blight, annual refuse collection, and 
comprehensive code enforcement efforts in 
and around residential neighborhoods. 

Green For Life, Big Rake, RRRASOC; Rock the Block--
Habitat for Humanity 

17.9 

Review the City’s enforcement policies and 
procedures to identify ways in which to 
improve regulatory enforcement of and 
compliance with existing laws. Ongoing 

17.10 
Implement a traffic calming program in 
neighborhoods that have problems with cut-
through traffic. 

Winchester; police electronic speed signs, speed tables, 
etc. 
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17.11 
Establish financing mechanisms for the 
purchase and redevelopment of foreclosed 
homes and residential properties. 

Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative (OC/Southfield 
Growth Corp/Habitat for Humanity); adaptive reuse of 
former McKinley and John Grace schools 

17.12 
Provide appropriate senior housing options 
with a continuum of care. River Place, Trowbridge, McDonnell Tower 

17.13 
Plan for appropriate infill housing in areas of 
the City with vacant or closed schools, large lots 
with underdeveloped neighborhoods. Residential Unit Development District 

17.14 

Work with Southfield Public School 
administration to come up with appropriate 
and context sensitive redevelopment plans, 
including housing options, for closed and 
vacant school buildings and sites. 

Ongoing; City and School Board have annual joint meeting 
to discuss these items 

17.15 

Identify and designate one or more 
Neighborhood Enterprise Zones (NEZ), 
consistent with Public Act 147 of 1992, as 
amended. Ordinance #1671, adopted 2.29.2016 

17.16 
Pass a housing inspection ordinance. 

Ordinances 1656, 1671 and 1672 address inspections for 
rental properties, vacant residential and commercial 
dwellings and buildings, and apartment complexes.  

17.17 

Adopt a statement of Southfield’s goals, 
objectives, and policies relative to the 
maintenance, preservation, improvement, and 
development of housing for all persons 
regardless of income level living within the 
proposed NEZ.   Ordinance #1671, adopted 2.29.2016 

17.18 

Utilize CDBG funds to benefit low and 
moderate income persons, senior residents, 
and projects which facilitate compliance with 
the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or 
historic preservation. 

SHIP, OC Comm and Home Improvement Div, Volunteer 
Programs 
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18. Land Use: Create a diversified 
and balanced mixture of land 

uses that will support the 
economic vitality, tax base, and 

livability of the City. 

18.1 

Complete the Land Based Classification System 
Inventory (LBCS) to add the following multiple 
dimensions to the existing land use inventory: 
Function, Structural Type, Site Development 
and Ownership. 

Part of 2016 Sustainable Southfield Master Plan; additional 
classifications need to be explored in next update (2020) 

18.2 
Establish a land use pattern that characterizes 
the City’s sub areas as unique destinations 
consisting of compatible yet diversified uses. 

Northland Master Plan; SMART Zone Plan (Centrepolis); 
CCAB; DDA, etc. 

18.3 
Continue to develop the City’s sub-areas as 
unique mixed-use employment centers and 
destinations. 

City Centre retail development; EverCentre; Wayfinding 
and streetscape improvements 

18.4 

Offer unified, well-organized residential 
neighborhoods that provide a variety of 
housing options in a livable environment for the 
City’s residents. RUDD; ODD 

18.5 

Provide for an appropriate amount of mixed-
use commercial, office, and industrial uses, 
located for convenience and safety, resulting in 
aesthetic business areas in the City. ODD 

18.6 

Focus on redeveloping older, outdated, and 
underdeveloped sites while integrating new 
construction, upgrading facades, increasing 
street appearance, parking lot screening & 
landscape enhancements, and pedestrian 
connectivity. 

RUDD; Brownfield; Parking Lot Screening - Article 4, 
Section 5.29(13); Pedestrian connection - Article 4, Section 
5.31(21)(b); Northland Master Plan; ODD 

18.7 

Develop reasonable site design standards and 
sign regulations for new development and 
redevelopment within pertinent sub-areas 
within the City. 

RUDD; Brownfield; Parking Lot Screening - Article 4, 
Section 5.29(13); Pedestrian connection - Article 4, Section 
5.31(21)(b); Northland Master Plan; ODD 

18.8 
Identify areas ripe for infill housing 
development and develop future land-banking 
strategies. RUDD; SNPHC 
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18.9 

Plan for a safe, efficient circulation system that 
provides sufficient access by all modes of 
transportation between nodes of activity within 
sub-areas and adjacent residential 
neighborhoods. 

SR2S; Ongoing pathway development (Northwestern 
HWY); Article 4, Section 5.29(12-14) 

18.10 

Establish partnerships between the public 
sector and private sector for the purpose of 
understanding the mutual benefits of proposed 
redevelopment projects.  LTU; Providence; CCAB; Beaumont; DDA 

18.11 

Create investment strategies that will increase 
tax base, and generate additional revenues to 
finance actions, which support the Plan’s goals. 

CCAB; DDA; Smart Zone 

18.12 

Provide creative incentives (i.e., Brownfield 
Redevelopment tools) to private sector 
participants in redevelopment projects and 
programs. 

Actively marketing Southfield as a pro-business 
environment; City of Southfield supporting the use of 
redevelopment tools; Continuous outreach to investment 
community showcasing Southfield and available sites 

18.13 
Expand the economic base of the sub-areas by 
retaining existing jobs while creating new 
diverse employment opportunities.  Michigan Works! 

18.14 

Promote effective communication and a 
cohesive, cooperative spirit among various 
public and private leaders in the three 
communities and County, using the venues and 
talents of existing civic organizations and 
committee. Ongoing 

18.15 

Enhance the appearance of gateways and 
portals at strategic locations within sub-areas 
to include streetscape elements: landscaping, 
signage, wayfinding and art installations. 

CCAB Wayfinding signage (ongoing); Centrepolis signage 
(Fall 2019); Northland gateway features; Citywide 
beautification 

18.16 
Encourage low impact design and sustainable 
development. 

Low-impact design guidelines; Green Infrastructure zoning 
ordinance 
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18.17 
Support street level uses that are pedestrian-
oriented and contribute to the vibrancy of the 
street 

ODD; EverCentre plan; Northland Design Guidelines, 
Centrepolis (Smart Zone) 

18.18 
Establish patterns of land use and circulation 
that promote the desired pedestrian character 
of the area. ODD; Article 4, Section 5.29(12-14) 

18.19 
Maintain/modify roads and pedestrian 
walkways or regulate vehicular traffic or 
parking.  Road diets: 9 Mile, 11 Mile; Franklin and Bell roundabouts 

18.20 
Acquire, maintain, and operate properties, off-
street parking lots, or contract for such 
operation by others, where appropriate. 8 Mile; Northland; EverCentre 

18.21 
Construct, maintain, and operate public spaces 
with bus stops, information centers, and other 
buildings that serve the public interest. 

City Centre kiosk; bus stop inventory; interpretive panels; 
wayfinding signage 

18.22 
Acquire, maintain, and operate real or personal 
property necessary to implement 
(re)development. NSP; Northland; EverCentre 

18.23 

Promote economic activity in the sub areas, 
specifically by initiating market research, public 
relations campaigns, institutional promotions, 
and sponsorship of special events and related 
activities. 

E2B; Brownfield; P&R programming; Jazz Fest; 
Redevelopment Areas for new liquor licenses (adopted 
10/21/2019) 

18.24 
Levy special assessments against land or 
interests in land, or both; and  CCAB; Centrepolis; DDA; Principal Shopping Districts 

18.25 
Issue bonds to cover the capital costs of 
projects, where appropriate.  Road bonds 

18.26 

Acquire (through purchase, lease, or gift), 
construct, improve, or operate park and 
planting areas; and plant and maintain trees, 
shrubs, and flowers within the sub areas, where 
appropriate. 

CCAB; tree trust fund; grants; Southfield parks and garden 
club; senior gardens 
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18.27 

Acquire, construct, clean, improve, or relocate 
sidewalks, street curbing, street medians, 
fountains, and lighting within the sub areas, 
where appropriate. 

Public art fund; CCAB; Friends of Southfield Public Arts; 
SR2S; Southfield Parks and Garden Club 

18.28 
Develop and propose lighting standards within 
the sub areas, where appropriate. 

Building accent lighting: Article 4, Section 5.22-4; 
Northland ODD standards; Evergreen Road 

18.29 

Provide or contract with public or private 
entities for security services or purchase 
security-related equipment or technology, 
where appropriate (I.e., former Northland Mall 
site). CCAB; Police; DDA 

18.30 

Promote economic activity in the sub areas 
(i.e., City Centre) by sponsoring cultural or 
recreational activities; recruiting developers 
and businesses; promoting and marketing 
businesses, retail, or industrial development. P&R; CCAB; E2B; Jazz Fest; Ghost Walk, etc. 

18.31 Engage in public relations and market research. 
CCAB; DDA; Community Relations; etc. 

18.32 
Acquire, maintain, and operate real or personal 
property as required. See above 

19. Redevelopment Ready: To be 
vibrant and competitive, 

Southfield must be ready for 
redevelopment. This involves 

planning for new investment and 
re-investment, identifying assets 
and opportunities, and focusing 

limited resources. 

19.1 

At least every 5 years after adoption of the 
Master Plan, the Planning Commission and City 
Council shall review the master plan and 
determine whether to commence the 
procedure to amend the Master Plan or adopt a 
new master plan. 

Ongoing; next MP due in 2021; PC Annual Reports 
provided 

19.2 
Update and formally adopt a 6-year CIP on an 
annual basis. Ongoing; current plan adopted June 2019 

19.3 
Align the Zoning Ordinance with the goals of 
the Master Plan. Ongoing; yearly updates (PC Annual Reports) 

19.4 
Streamline the Site Plan Review process, where 
feasible. Ongoing 
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Type  Description Compliance examples 

19.5 
Update the City’s Economic Development 
Strategy on a regular basis. Ongoing with Redevelopment Ready 

19.6 
Repurpose contaminated, blighted, or 
functionally obsolete properties Ongoing through Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 

19.7 
Develop Design Guidelines and standards for 
various sub areas in the City. 

Adopted design guidelines for Northland; mixed-use 
concept plan for EverCentre; Centrepolis 

19.8 
Investigate the establishment of Neighborhood 
Enterprise Zone (NEZ) areas designated by the 
City. NEZ adopted by City 

19.9 

Work to streamline and modernize the City’s 
regulatory documents and internal processes, 
making it easy and efficient to develop in 
Southfield.  New website launched August 2019 

19.10 

Establish clear redevelopment goals and be 
proactive in reaching set goals. Engage 
community stakeholders for input, priority 
sites, and identify financial incentives.  City Council held visioning session March 2019 (retreat) 

19.11 

Seek to continually advance the community by 
promoting “smart growth” principles, 
embracing cutting edge reinvestment tools, and 
making the redevelopment process more 
effective.  

Strive to incorporate Smart Growth principles in 
redevelopment ready sites 

19.12 
Advertise to developers that Southfield is 
committed to minimizing approval hurdles and 
willing to use financial incentives available. 

Commercial Rehab Act; Brownfield Redevelopment; 
Redevelopment Ready Certified; LTU Business Accelerator; 
Oakland County One Stop Ready 

19.13 

Adopt a sidewalk improvement ordinance 
and/or program to install, repair, and/or 
upgrade sidewalk networks in a timely, orderly, 
and efficient manner. 

City Centre special assessment; Safe Routes to School; 
METRO Fund Act (CDBG)--all have been dedicated to 
sidewalk improvements. As City develops/improves 
roadway they include sidewalk improvements.  

20. Zoning Plan: After adoption of 
the Master Plan, Southfield will 

20.1 
Conduct a technical review of the Zoning 
Ordinance text and maps to determine areas 
for update. Ongoing; prepare PC Annual Reports to City Council 
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Type  Description Compliance examples 
align the Zoning Ordinance with 

the goals of the master plan. 
20.2 

Review zoning district intent statements to 
reflect master plan land use recommendations. Ongoing 

20.3 

Consider how form based zoning could help 
achieve community goals. Adopt design 
standards for appropriate sub-areas within the 
City. Northland Design Guidelines; ODD; RUDD 

20.4 
Incorporate “Placemaking” elements in areas of 
concentrated development (sub areas), where 
appropriate. 

City Centre; Centrepolis; Northland/DDA; Metro Fund; 
Public Arts 

20.5 
Support the preservation of sensitive historic 
and environmental features. 

Ongoing: Historic Commission; Historic Board; Historically 
designated sites and neighborhoods; B&B Regulations 

20.6 
Ensure that industrial districts allow for related 
compatible uses that serve new economy-type 
businesses. 

Indoor recreation; data centers; Medical marihuana 
Facilities (enacted 9/23/2019) 

20.7 
Allow for a variety of housing types within 
Southfield, where appropriate. 

Encourage variety of types; RUDD to promote adaptive 
reuse and rehabilitation of older school sites 

20.8 
Support transit oriented development, where 
appropriate. Ongoing 

20.9 Review flexible parking standards and make 
revisions where appropriate. 

Ongoing: completed overhaul and update (5/31/2015) for 
first time in 50 years of parking standards to align with ITE 
Best Practices 

20.10 
Update the City’s landscape, screening and 
design regulations. 

Ongoing: Green Infrastructure incorporated throughout 
Zoning Ordinance in 2016 

20.11 
Incorporate sign standards into the Zoning 
Ordinance to streamline the approval process. Signage included in Northland ODD  

20.12 

Review Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) cases in 
the last several years to determine possible 
areas for Zoning Ordinance text and map 
amendments. Ongoing annually 

20.13 
Update illustrations and provide photo 
examples throughout the Ordinance where 
appropriate. Ongoing 
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Type  Description Compliance examples 

20.14 

Amend the Zoning Ordinance to expand urban 
agriculture where appropriate, consistent with 
Sustainable Southfield and the Future Land Use 
Plan. 

Urban agriculture is currently permitted in residential 
zoning districts in parcels 10 acres or more; looking into 
possibility of amending ordinance to allow for additional 
urban agricultural opportunities 

 

Other Objectives from 2016 Master Plan 

• Access: Promote greater equality of access to minority business development and support land use and zoning that increases goods and 
services in resource poor neighborhoods. 

• Equity: Provide technical assistance and outreach efforts that increase equal access to land use resources and economic development 
tools. 

• Inclusion: Engage in outreach that targets minorities and under-represented groups in community meetings, land use and planning 
commission, in hiring decisions. 

• Rights: Conduct all work/interactions in accordance with legal, social and political rights of the communities served. 
• Participation and Engagement: Expand opportunities for participation in decision-making by minority and under-represented groups by 

using innovative methods. 
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Appendix E:  Glossary 
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Appendix F:  John Grace Revitalization Plan 
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 d
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r o
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t p
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r r
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 b
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 s
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r p
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D
ev

el
op

m
en

t A
ut

ho
rit

y 
(M

SH
D

A)
 

Lo
w

-In
co

m
e 

Ho
us

in
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 C
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 c
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r l
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 b
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 re
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 d
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 c
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w
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at
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re
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D
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 o
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 b
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at
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 d
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 o
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 c
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 d
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r p

ro
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r o
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 o
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 p
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 p
ro

pe
rty

's
  c

ur
re

nt
  z

on
in

g 
de

si
gn

at
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 p
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 p
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t c
ur

re
nt

ly
 p

ro
pe

rly
 z

on
ed

, w
ha

t, 
if 

an
y,

  
st

ep
s 

 a
re

  i
n 

 p
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 p
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 p
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 p
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 o
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r f
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 p
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 b
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 c
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a.
 F
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ro
je

ct
s 

of
 4

9 
un

its
 o

r f
ew

er
, t

he
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t f

ee
 w

ill
 b

e 
th

e 
su

m
 o

f t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

i. 
7.

5%
 o

f a
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

co
st

s 
ii.

 7
.5

%
 o

f p
ro

je
ct

 re
se

rv
es

 
iii.

 2
0%

 o
f a

ll 
ot

he
r d

ev
el

op
m

en
t c

os
ts

, e
xc

lu
di

ng
 d

ev
el

op
er

 fe
e,

 
de

ve
lo

pe
r o

ve
rh

ea
d,

 a
nd

 
de

ve
lo

pe
r c

on
su

lti
ng

 fe
e.
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 F
or

 p
ro

je
ct

s 
of
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0 

un
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 o
r m

or
e,

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t f

ee
 w

ill
 b

e 
th

e 
su

m
 o

f t
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 fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

i. 
7.

5%
 o

f a
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

co
st

s 
ii.

 7
.5

%
 o

f p
ro

je
ct

 re
se

rv
es

 
iii.

 1
5%

 o
f a

ll 
ot

he
r d

ev
el

op
m

en
t c
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di

ng
 d

ev
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op
er

 fe
e,
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ve
lo

pe
r o

ve
rh

ea
d,
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nd
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lo

pe
r c
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su

lti
ng
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N
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 b
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g 
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m
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D
A 

w
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le
 to

 re
ce

iv
e 

a 
m

ax
im

um
 d

ev
el

op
er

 fe
e 
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 th
e 

ca
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ul
at

io
ns

 a
bo
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. H

ow
ev

er
, 

pl
ea

se
 n

ot
e 

th
at

 fo
r p

ur
po

se
s 
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si
zi

ng
 th

e 
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ou
nt

 o
f g

ap
 fi

na
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in
g 

th
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 th
e 
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ec
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el
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le
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m
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 d
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e 
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n 
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e 
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f t
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 c
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tio
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R
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le
 fo

r 9
%
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 m
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 d

ev
el
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m

en
t f
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sh
al

l b
e 

th
e 

le
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er
 o

f $
1,

50
0,
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0 
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th
e 

su
m

 o
f t
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llo
w

in
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.5

%
 o

f a
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

co
st

s 
b.
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%
 o

f p
ro

je
ct
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se
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 o
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ll 
ot

he
r d
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el
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m

en
t c
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el
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er
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pe
r o

ve
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ea
d,

 a
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 d
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el
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O
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T 
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E 
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O
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 C
O

N
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D
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IO

N
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e 
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e 
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in
g 
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at
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o 
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 re
ga
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t f
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: 
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 b

ui
ld

in
g 

or
 p
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ur
e 
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 s

pl
it 
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o 

or
 

m
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tin
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pr
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 o

r p
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l s
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e 
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it 
in
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o 
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 m
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e 
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de
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en
t f
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ll 
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 s
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t e
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d 
th
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tio
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 s
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d 
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 p

ro
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in
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g 
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qu
is
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 a
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at
io

n,
 a

n 
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ou
nt
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ua
l t

o 
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 o
f t
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ac
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is
iti

on
 c

os
t o

f t
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 a
nd
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in
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t b
e 
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 th
e 
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 b
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 p
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n 
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e 
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 U
p 

to
 5

0%
 o

f t
he

 to
ta

l d
ev

el
op

m
en

t f
ee

 c
an

 b
e 

de
fe

rre
d 

to
 c

ov
er
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ga
p 

in
 fu

nd
in

g 
so

ur
ce

s 
as

 lo
ng
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 th
e 

en
tir

e 
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ou
nt

 w
ill

 b
e 
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id

 w
ith

in
 fi

fte
en

 (1
5)

 y
ea

rs
. I

f t
he

 
pr

of
or

m
a 

in
 th

e 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
in

di
ca

te
s 

th
at

 c
as

h 
flo

w
 is

 in
su

ffi
ci

en
t t

o 
re

pa
y 

th
e 

de
fe

rre
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t f

ee
 w

ith
in

 1
5 
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ar

s,
 th

e 
Ap

pl
ic

an
t m

us
t p

ro
vi

de
 a

n 
ex

pl
an

at
io

n 
in

 th
e 

na
rra

tiv
e 

as
 to

 h
ow

 th
e 

de
fe

rre
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t f

ee
 

w
ill

 b
e 
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pa

id
. 

B.
 C

O
N

ST
R

U
C

TI
O

N
 C

O
N

TR
AC

T 
IT

EM
S 

 G
en

er
al

 R
eq

ui
re

m
en

ts
 - 

6%
 o

f c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
co

st
s,

 e
xc

lu
si

ve
 o

f 
bu

ild
er

 p
ro

fit
, b

ui
ld

er
 o

ve
rh

ea
d 

an
d 

ge
ne

ra
l r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

. 
 B

ui
ld

er
 O

ve
rh

ea
d 

- 2
%

 o
f c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

co
st

s,
 e

xc
lu

si
ve

 o
f b

ui
ld

er
 

pr
of

it 
an

d 
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ild
er

 o
ve

rh
ea

d.
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 - 

6%
 o

f c
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ru
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 p
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h

n
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ra
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n 

m
an
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er
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 c
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ng
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r c
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s 

de
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ed
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M

SH
D
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ud

ed
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e 
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io
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ra
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n 
m
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r c
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e 

m
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t b
e 
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nd
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d 
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m
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e 
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pe
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 fe

e.
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ru
ct

io
n 

m
an
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en
t o

r c
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su
lta

nt
 fe

e 
(p

ai
d 
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a 
re

la
te

d 
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 u
nr

el
at
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 th
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 p

ar
ty

) i
s 

in
cl

ud
ed
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 th

e 
co
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tru

ct
io

n 
co

nt
ra

ct
, i

t m
us

t b
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 a

nd
 

su
bj

ec
t t

o 
th

e 
ab

ov
e 

fe
e 

lim
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 re
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g 
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en
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m

en
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, 
Bu
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 O
ve

rh
ea
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 a
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ui
ld
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fit
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Ex
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 b
e 
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l d
ev
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op

m
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t c
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n 
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at
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an

 id
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y 
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an
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C
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ct

or
, i
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e 
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 m
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m
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 c
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 b
e 
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d 
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he
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ro
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w
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e 
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e 
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 in
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en

t s
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ra
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s 
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 p
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 b
e 

w
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at
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e 

so
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 d
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nt
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's 
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ad

, p
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 b
e 
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lo

w
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 m
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D
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 m
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m
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w
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w
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 b
e 
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d 

C
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at
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ns
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 p
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 c
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tit
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e 
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d 
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 c

re
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d 
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 m

ov
e 

fo
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ar
d 

w
ith

 c
lo

si
ng
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n 

fin
an

ci
ng

 s
ou

rc
es

 
an

d 
co

m
m

en
ce

m
en

t o
f c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

in
 a

 ti
m

el
y 

m
an

ne
r. 

W
hi

le
 a

 
pr

oj
ec

t w
ill 

no
t n

ee
d 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 

cl
os

in
g 

an
d 

co
m

m
en

ce
m

en
t o

f c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
un

til
 th

e 
10

%
 

C
er

tif
ic

at
io

n 
de

ad
lin

e 
sh

ow
n 

be
lo

w
, t

o 
al

lo
w

 
M

SH
D

A 
to

 m
on

ito
r t

he
 p

ro
gr

es
si

on
 o

f p
ro

je
ct

s,
 o

w
ne

rs
 w

ill
 b

e 
re

qu
ire

d 
to

 s
ub

m
it 

pr
og

re
ss

 re
po

rts
 to

 
M

SH
D

A 
re

gu
la

rly
 d

ur
in

g 
th

is
 p

er
io

d 
of

 ti
m

e.
 F

ai
lu

re
 to

 s
ub

m
it 

ac
cu

ra
te

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
re

po
rts

 o
n 

a 
tim

el
y 

ba
si

s 
m

ay
 re

su
lt 

in
 n

eg
at

iv
e 

po
in

ts
 o

n 
fu

tu
re

 p
ro

je
ct

s 
or

 a
 lo

ss
 o

f 
cr

ed
it 

to
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
XI

I. 
SE
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ND

 E
VA

LU
AT

IO
N 

Al
l p

ro
je

ct
s 

re
ce

iv
in

g 
an

 a
llo

ca
tio

n 
of

 9
%

 L
IH

TC
 m

us
t p

ro
vi

de
 

ev
id

en
ce

, a
cc

ep
ta

bl
e 

to
 M

SH
D

A 
an

d 
in

 
ac

co
rd

an
ce

 w
ith

 a
ny

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 fe

de
ra

l r
eg

ul
at

io
ns

, f
ro

m
 a

 C
er

tif
ie

d 
Pu

bl
ic

 A
cc

ou
nt

an
t t

ha
t m

or
e 

th
an

 
10

%
 o

f t
he

 ta
xp

ay
er

’s
 re

as
on

ab
ly

 a
nt

ic
ip

at
ed

 b
as

is
 in

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t (

as
 

of
 th

e 
cl

os
e 

of
 th

e 
se

co
nd

 c
al

en
da

r 
ye

ar
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

th
e 

ca
le

nd
ar

 y
ea

r o
f t

he
 a

llo
ca

tio
n)

 is
 in

cu
rre

d 
w

ith
in

 
12

 m
on

th
s 

of
 th

e 
al

lo
ca

tio
n 

da
te

. 
Ad

di
tio

na
lly

, a
 s

ec
on

d 
fin

an
ci

al
 re

vi
ew

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

up
da

te
d 

pr
oj

ec
t s

ou
rc

es
 a

nd
 u

se
s 

as
 w

el
l 

as
 u

pd
at

ed
 p

ro
je

ct
 in

co
m

e 
an

d 
ex

pe
ns

es
 w

ill
 b

e 
co

nd
uc

te
d 

at
 th

e 
tim

e 
th

is
 c

er
tif

ic
at

io
n 

is
 s

ub
m

itt
ed

 in
 

ac
co

rd
an

ce
 w

ith
 th

e 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 in

 E
xh

ib
it 

IV
 a

tta
ch

ed
 

he
re

to
. 

In
 c

on
ju

nc
tio

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
su

bm
is

si
on

 o
f t

he
 a

bo
ve

 it
em

s 
to

 s
at

is
fy

 th
e 

fe
de

ra
l 1

0%
 C

er
tif

ic
at

io
n 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

, a
ll 

Ap
pl

ic
an

ts
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 th
os

e 
w

ith
 p

ro
je

ct
s 

w
ith

 o
nl

y 
4%

 c
re

di
ts

, m
us

t s
ub

m
it 

to
 M

SH
D

A 
ac
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e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f t
he

 lo
an

, t
er

m
s,

 in
te

re
st

 ra
te

, a
nd

 g
ua

ra
nt

or
s 

fo
r a

ll 
so

ur
ce

s 
of

 fi
na

nc
in

g.
 In

 th
e 

ca
se

 o
f a

 
R

ur
al

 H
ou

si
ng

 S
er

vi
ce

 (R
H

S)
 p

ro
je

ct
, a

n 
or

ig
in

al
 le

tte
r s

ig
ne

d 
by

 a
n 

of
fic

ia
l o

f R
H

S;
 in

 th
e 

ca
se

 o
f 

co
nv

en
tio

na
l f

in
an

ci
ng

, o
rig

in
al

 d
oc

um
en

ta
tio

n 
fro

m
 th

e 
le

nd
er

(s
) 

st
at

in
g 

th
at

 a
 fo

rm
al

 a
pp

lic
at

io
n 

fo
r 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n 

an
d 

pe
rm

an
en

t f
in

an
ci

ng
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

su
bm

itt
ed

 a
nd

 is
 

un
de

r s
er

io
us

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n;
 in

 th
e 

ca
se

 

of
 F

ed
er

al
 H

is
to

ric
 ta

x 
cr

ed
it,

 d
oc

um
en

ta
tio

n 
in

di
ca

tin
g 

th
at

 P
ar

t I
 o

f 
th

e 
re

qu
ire

d 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
ha

s 
be

en
 

m
ad

e;
 a

nd
 in

 th
e 

ca
se

 o
f a

n 
Au

th
or

ity
 fi

na
nc

ed
 p

ro
je

ct
, e

vi
de

nc
e 

th
at

 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t h
as

 p
as

se
d 

in
iti

al
 

de
te

rm
in

at
io

n.
 

Th
e 

Au
th

or
ity

 u
nd

er
st

an
ds

 th
at

 d
ue

 to
 d

iff
er

in
g 

sc
he

du
le

s 
of

 fu
nd

in
g 

ro
un

ds
 fo

r v
ar

io
us

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t 

fin
an

ci
ng

 s
ou

rc
es

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 b

ut
 n

ot
 li

m
ite

d 
to

 A
H

P 
or

 H
O

M
E 

fu
nd

s,
 

lim
ite

d 
do

cu
m

en
ta

tio
n 

or
 

co
nf

irm
at

io
n 

of
 fu

nd
in

g 
aw

ar
ds

 m
ay

 b
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
at

 th
e 

tim
e 

of
 

LI
H

TC
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n.
 B

ec
au

se
 o

f t
he

 u
ni

qu
e 

tim
in

g 
of

 th
es

e 
ty

pe
s 

of
 s

ou
rc

es
 o

f f
un

di
ng

, t
he

 A
ut

ho
rit

y 
is

 
co

m
m

itt
ed

 to
 b

ei
ng

 a
s 

fle
xi

bl
e 

as
 p

os
si

bl
e.

 
Ac

co
rd

in
gl

y,
 M

SH
D

A 
w

ill 
ac

ce
pt

 a
nd

 p
ro

ce
ss

 L
IH

TC
 a

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 

th
at

 a
re

 p
ro

po
si

ng
 to

 a
pp

ly
 fo

r f
un

di
ng

 
so

ur
ce

s 
th

at
 a

re
 o

nl
y 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
as

 p
ar

t o
f a

 fu
nd

in
g 

ro
un

d 
he

ld
 b

y 
an

ot
he

r e
nt

ity
. I

f, 
at

 th
e 

tim
e 

LI
H

TC
 

aw
ar

ds
 a

re
 m

ad
e,

 it
 c

an
no

t b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 th

at
 th

e 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
fu

nd
in

g 
so

ur
ce

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ap

pl
ie

d 
fo

r a
nd

 th
at

 
th

er
e 

is
 a

 s
tro

ng
 li

ke
lih

oo
d 

of
 fu

nd
in

g 
av

ai
la

bi
lit

y,
 th

e 
fu

nd
in

g 
so

ur
ce

 
w

ill
 n

ot
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

, w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 

re
su

lt 
in

 th
e 

di
sq

ua
lif

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n.
 A

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 s

ub
m

itt
ed

 
th

at
 a

re
 p

la
nn

in
g 

on
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 
th

es
e 

ty
pe

s 
of

 c
om

pe
tit

iv
e 

fu
nd

in
g 

in
 th

is
 w

ay
 s

ho
ul

d 
al

so
 id

en
tif

y 
a 

co
nt

in
ge

nc
y 

pl
an

 a
s 

a 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

su
bm

is
si

on
 to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 h
ow

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

ill 
pr

oc
ee

d 
in

 th
e 

ev
en

t 
th

e 
co

m
pe

tit
iv

e 
fu

nd
in

g 
in

 n
ot

 
re

ce
iv

ed
. C

on
tin

ge
nc

y 
pl

an
s 

m
ay

 in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

de
fe

rra
l o

f d
ev

el
op

er
 

fe
e 

if 
th

e 
de

fe
rra

l i
s 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
lim

its
 

ou
tli

ne
d 

in
 th

e 
20

19
-2

02
0 

Q
AP

. I
n 

th
is

 w
ay

, a
pp

lic
an

ts
 a

re
 

en
co

ur
ag

ed
 to

 ta
ke

 n
ot

e 
of

 th
is

 fl
ex

ib
ilit

y,
 

bu
t a

re
 a

ls
o 

ca
ut

io
ne

d 
to

 li
st

 o
nl

y 
th

os
e 

fu
nd

in
g 

so
ur

ce
s 

in
 th

ei
r i

ni
tia

l 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
th

at
 th

ey
 a

re
 c

on
fid

en
t 

w
ill

 m
ee

t t
he

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 n
ot

ed
 a

bo
ve

 p
rio

r t
o 

th
e 

LI
H

TC
 a

w
ar

d.
 

X.
 A

C
Q

U
IS

IT
IO

N
 T

R
AN

SF
ER

 
Fo

r a
cq

ui
si

tio
n/

re
ha

bi
lit

at
io

n 
in

vo
lv

in
g 

pr
op

er
tie

s 
cu

rre
nt

ly
 re

gu
la

te
d 

by
 a

no
th

er
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t b
od

y 
(in

cl
ud

in
g 

H
U

D
, R

H
S,

 o
r M

SH
D

A)
, s

ta
te

m
en

t f
ro

m
 th

e 
Ap

pl
ic

an
t o

f 
th

e 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 fo

r s
uc

h 
ap

pr
ov

al
 

C
it

y 
of

 S
ou

th
fi

el
d 

Jo
h

n
 G

ra
ce

 R
ev

it
al

iz
at

io
n

 P
la

n
 –

 A
do

pt
ed

 –
 M

ar
ch

 2
1,

 2
02

2 
11

1 

an
d 

ho
w

 th
e 

Ap
pl

ic
an

t i
nt

en
ds

 to
 m

ee
t t

he
m

 c
on

si
st

en
t w

ith
 th

e 
LI

H
TC

 ti
m

et
ab

le
s.

 
C

ity
 o

f S
ou

th
fie

ld
 

Jo
hn

 G
ra

ce
 R

ev
ita

liz
at

io
n 

Pl
an

 
67

 D
R

AF
T 

9/
12

/1
8 

*f
or

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n 

pu
rp

os
es

 o
nl

y*
 

25
 | 

P 
a 

g 
e 

XI
. E

Q
U

IT
Y 

IN
VE

ST
O

R
 L

ET
TE

R
 

At
 th

e 
tim

e 
of

 a
pp

lic
at

io
n,

 th
e 

ap
pl

ic
an

t m
us

t s
ub

m
it 

an
 e

qu
ity

 
in

ve
st

or
 le

tte
r f

ro
m

 th
e 

pr
op

os
ed

 
sy

nd
ic

at
or

 o
r i

nv
es

to
r t

ha
t i

nc
lu

de
s 

al
l o

f t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

 T
he

 a
m

ou
nt

, p
ric

e,
 a

nd
 te

rm
s 

of
 th

e 
in

ve
st

m
en

t. 
 T

he
 p

la
nn

ed
 e

qu
ity

 p
ay

-in
 s

ch
ed

ul
e.

 
 In

ve
st

m
en

t u
nd

er
w

rit
in

g 
an

d 
fin

an
ci

al
 fo

re
ca

st
 p

ag
es

 c
om

pi
le

d 
by

 
in

ve
st

or
 (s

ou
rc

es
 a

nd
 u

se
s 

of
 fu

nd
s,

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t b
ud

ge
t, 

dr
aw

 s
ch

ed
ul

es
, r

en
ta

l i
nc

om
e 

an
d 

op
er

at
in

g 
ex

pe
ns

es
, c
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, c
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 c
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D
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 d
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i) 
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w
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 d
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 c
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t c
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 d
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 re
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r p
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 p
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Appendix G:  Resolutions & Letters 
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City Council Resolution to Adopt 
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Sample Letter of Intent 
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Planning Commission Authorization to Release Draft Plan 
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Letters of Support from Oakland County and Adjacent Communities 
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Notes 
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